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Winner takes role of father for his family of teen employees

By Loralne McClish
staff wrltor

W INNER OF Farmington Ro-,

tary's 1985 Vocatlonal

Scrvice Award s Donald

Bosco, owner of Bosco's

Party Store on t2 Mlle and Orcbard
Lake Road.

Bosco was chosen for the award
from a list of nominces as the one who
best fulltilled the service organlzation's
motto, “Service Above Self,” sald Ernie
Thomas speaking for the club,

“He has worked with young people
for 13 years that I know of,” Thomas
said. “He has given them opportunities
of all kinds to help them enter the busi-
ness world, and is somewhat of a father
Image to t}mm

"“They are my family,"” Besco sald of
the he-can’t-remember-how-many
teens he has chnsllsed prodded, pu.!hnd

Vocational Service Award

merce Board because I couldn’t even
promise them one meetlng a monLh,"
he sald, .

THOMAS' referenco to Dosco as a
father image Is In evidence in the party
atore’s back rooms where photocopies
of newa articles on marijuasa, drugs o
drinking are more llkely than ot to be
posted. The day we visited coples of 2

‘It wasn't untii 1 got out
of service that | got my
act together and all of
these kids have their
lives together at a very
early age. That's
impressive to me.’

— Don Bosco

ofF

along, d or juxgled

for as they worked for him through the
years In every possible capaclty in the
store,

He has taken his teen family mem-
bers in groups or lndlvidually oo camp-
ing trips, water skllng and snow skiing,
and to sports games. The softball
teams formed for league play “are al-
ways Invite-your-girl-frlend-or-the-
family affairs,” he said, and so are the

{ter-the-g: partles or
tions.

Bosco hired one young man, Todd
King, at the age of 12 to sweep out hls
parking lot. Now 23, King i8 the store
manager,

Bosco sponsored twa of bis employ-
ces when they were conflrmed in their
church. He has received Father's Day
glfts from some of his teen famlly, He
bas attended numerous graduations

and still koeps In touch “with an awful
1ot of therm, ™ ho sald.

“I RESPECT them. I respect them
all,” Bosco sald. “I almost flunked out
of high school, and I did flunk out of
collego — twice. It wasn’t untll I got
out of service that I got my act togeth-
er and all of these kids kave thelr Lives
together at a very carly age. That's im-
preasive to me.

“Every onc of the (about 20) kids I
have worklng for me now [# getting C's
or better, mostly better. Everyone of
them have some kind of extracurricu.
lar actlvity they arc involved In plus

? ¢
RANDY BORST/staft photographer

 Circa 1910

Two whito baatiste gowns,
first worn In about 1910 and
glven to Farmington Players In
1960, wars mado gifts to the
Farmington Historical Muse-
.um this month. Above Hope
Nahstoll models one 01 the
gowns for Rita Moesham:
At right, Rashtoll; Dick car-
vell, and Clars Carvéil sur-
_round Nancy who
. it the
. gown would fit her. Nahstoll la
.custodlan of the ' cos-
tume department.
- $doashammar, Leonard and
-the Carvalls are all membere
of (ho mugcum committos.

1

Rotary's 1885 Vocationat
Service Award

they are holding down & fob. Moat of

" them know what they want out of life

and where they are going.

"Belng a member of some sporta
team or & member of a band is certain-
1y not a criterla lar 2 job, That's fust
tha way it happens
volved and active kids," he

for hls employces’ m:uldo-
the-atore Involvement has put him In
the positlon of not being able to join
any clubs or service organirationa,

“I've been anked to joln several or-
ganizations but it's not falr to the busl-
ncas or tho clob becguse I can't predict
when I'm golng to have to fill in for
some kid that bas a test, when some
band leader has called an extra re-
hearsal, somec team has - won that
means one of my help is golng out of
town.

“I resigned from the {Farmington-
Farmington Hills) Chamber of Com-

to be, 'I'hvy are In-

article about Leo Buscaglia
and his phitosophy on loving and hugg-
Ing were prominent.

The father Image Is also evident
whea Bosco tells of the possible trou-

bles he is preparcd to bandlo when he -

puts teens Into an environment where
they are surrounded with cases and
cases of beer and wine.

“J told you I had respect for these
kids and I do. I've caught a 14-year-old
smoking. I can tell in a blink if one of
my kids Is on drugs by thelr change In
attitude, and that's happened. I have
fired four kida In my life for ahoplift.
ing, but even then after making things
clear as to why they were fired, check-
Ing back with the parents to make sure
they had told thelr parents the truth,
they all ldt me with thelr self-csteen
atill Inta

“1 Lrut !hem & If 1 were thelr fa-
ther, the same way I would treat my
own famlly, my own kids, I never mar-
ried 80 these kids are my family, I once
nursed & broken knee on a skllng trip so
1 guess I've done a litle mothering,

too,” he sald,

Bosco has worked in conjunction
with the vocational co-o]
school

hired teens who just stopped [n the
:tanlooun;furuuu -scho0l job,
muum mmhwnrk

“the co-op proj

ographer
Don Buuo (st left) checke out an order with ovary capacity within the lloro nlnee ho was firat
Todd King, manager of Bosco’s Party Store on 12 hired for & anplnu job when ho was 12 yoars

'Mile and Orchard Loke Road. King has worked in old.

Erams are given a grade,
bat that Is generally for just one term.
Most of them, the majority I'd say, stay
for another semester, another summer,
another year, A lot of them grew up
withme,” he sald.

ROTARY got Its start In Chicago,
m..u: 1903, The Rotary Club of Fl.rm

from ment

ington, which includes
both Farmington and Fi

'armington
Hills, is one of 15200 clubs {n the advanccment of
standing, good will and peace.
This i3 the sixth year Farmiogton

world.

Tho objective for them all s the
same, the development of fellowship
And understanding among the business

professlonal men of the communi-
ty ma promotion of eommnnlty better-

and high in

nod professional practices; the

International under-

Rotary hss awarded the Vocaticnal
ward,

A
For {nformation about the local elub,
call David Gronbach, 471-0100.

Free tests offered for diabetes detection

Gov. James J. Blanchard has de-
clared November Diabetes Month and
Nov. 39 Diabetes Detection Week In
Mld:lgnn. The Mlchlunn Affillate ol the

Tho tests will ba given for | persons in
this area from 9 a.m, to 8 p.m. Monday
through Friday, Nov, 4-8 [n Botaford
Elosplul 28050 Grand Rlver.

aponsor lrcc dlube!u screenlng w_m
in

with over 180 hospltals and health fa-
cllitles during Dlabetes Detectlon
Week.

that thero are approx-
Imnlcly 600,000 people In Mlchigan
‘who have dlabetes, and 240,000 of these
are unaware that they bave It. The pur-
pose of this drive is to identify these
people and to alert them to the need for

or pln lor d&c.rt, and a
. The

proper treatment, The earller diabetes
is detected, the better. Diabetes with
{ta complications is una third leading
causo of death by diseass In the US.
Diabetes causes heart disease, kidney
dlscase and blindness.

The testlng 1s limited to thoss over
18 years of age and persons who have
not pmvluu:]y been diagnosed as dla-
betic. To assure an accurate test, it Is
lmportant to eat a high carbohydrate
meal, cne with large amounts of
starches and sugars, two hours before
the test. A good breakfast to have be-
fore tho test, for example, would be
{rult or julce, cereal with milk and sug-
ar, two slices of buttered toast with
Jjam, and-coffeo or tea, A person plan-
ning to take tha test after tunch could
have a bowl of soap, a sandwich, cake

a glass of milk,
eaten within a 15-
m!.nuu u.mc period and nothing else
except water ahould be taken before
the test. The name and address of the
famlly physiclan is needed for follow:
up.

PERSONS WHO are over 40,
vvcrwelsm. w\‘ll”lood relatives of per-
20ns

the high risk group of those most likely
to develop dlabetes.
.The most common ptoms of din-
betes are excessive thirst, frequent urle
nation, blurring vision, constant-hun-
ger, or the slow heallng of cuts and
scratches. The discase, however, may
be present without any symptoms.
Although a year-round effort ls made
to educate tho public about the serjous-
ness of diabetes, 8 moro concentrated
effort Is mnde dnring tho month al No-

At p m. Saturday, Nov, 11, Lifeiimo
cable network will present “Dinbetes:
Update '83.”" Tho two-hour live’ pro-
mm, producod in cooperation with the

RS P ol o

red ibb-Novo w -
low mwgﬂm milllons of other
cable subscribers across the country in
1 first hand about the diseass.

Natlonwide, viewers will be able to
call a toll-frea pumber, 1-800-828-
LIFE, and have thelr specific questions
on dlabetes nmwcredby a paael of do~
tora who speciallza in treating diabetes.
Consult your cable-TV listing for local
time and channel.

For other lnloranon, contact
a8 §52-

urgedlnhkelhuutﬂncaihnylmln

Diabe!
o480 lnSon!hﬂnltL

Grants to Harbinger
will bring dance to
elementary youth

Harblnger Dance Company will de-
vote a major.part of its 16th season to
aching In Dastrol

0 performances
“Dance American Style,” Its Informa-
ﬁmapmm for clementary school
workabops in elementary schools &nd

. dumntotuwo wo hap t0 e

tions &od (mdgtlvm to
‘pcn
'plmuh{lw}ect

courage arta Involvement in the dally
uperle:mo In school”
a longtims =

> supporter
o“halﬁ.llnl)ntmltndhubeml
primo contribu mwmmg&lwwe
past six years.
nommpnnymnmmtlhm

sponsibllity as a cmgg’n

The t ts part irrot .cuﬁg;
grant represen

41 millien n-ﬂmhd mmunlly by

Hudsen's to community-basad arts aor-

ganizations and buman ‘service pro-

grams in the 20 communitles whera it

has stores,

mrunmhunbomdved (m:dmx
in the amount of $5,000 from the Skili-
men Foundaticn and $500 from Ex-
mn-o ap4 will contlnus to solicit

e b g e
0d

pation of the Detroit Public Bch%
administration, In addition to perfir-

tha mancas-and clazses, many fmoval
“activitlon mbdnaucheduleuwg‘;

dentaand wnchm




