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A return to the Mldwest resulted In
the Fox family's brief stay in Ander-
son, Ind., where McGriff was cdltor of
the town paper, the Anderson Merald.
Declding to venture out on his own In-
splred McGriff's purchase of the Red-
ford Record and the move of his family
to Detraft.

It was September 1929, just one
month before the Infamous stock mar-
ket crash, “He (McGriff) sunk his life
savings into it (the Record),” Fox said.

Evidently able to remaln above wa-
ter during the Depression, McGriff's
newspaper holdings cxpanded to nine
other metro-area rewspapers — In-
cludlng the Farmington Forum, which
Fox started in 1987. In 1972, she start.
ed the Novi Sun-Forum,

Fox was Initlated Into the business
one Christmas when she looked inslde
her stocking and found her father had
glven her the Southileld Sun.

BEFORE FOX received the glft of a
newspapet, she returned to Indiana to
attend Indiana Unlversity (n Blooming.
ton. She studled English, history and
French.

It was at Indlana that Fox met her
late husband, Orville, “an Indlana boy.”
The son of an attorney and past preai-
dent of the American Bar Assoclatlon,
Orviile Fox was also an attorney, Or-
ville dled [n the early '30s, leaving be-
hind Fox and thelr three children —
Joanne, John and Sue,

Joanne lives In West Bloomileld
‘Township and teaches junlor hlgh in the
Waterford School District. Sue s an en-
treprencur in Allentown, Pa. John is a
writer (n New York City. All three are
married and Fox has flve grandchll-
dren,

As the newspapers have since been
sold, Fox has dedicated her time to
communlty service and various hlstorl-
cal codeavors, The recent publication
of “A Farmlington Chlldhood: The

Chamber lauds Fox
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Accepting her awards, Fox told the
audlence that, “The Oxford Dictlonary
has not enough words to explaln the
overflowing feclings of my heart to-
night.”

BEST KNOWN for her love of histo-
ry, Fox was named to the Farmington
Hllls Historlea) Commission In 1975, In
1079, she formed a commlttce that
completed an architectural and histor-
fc slte survey of the elty.

In 1980, Fox was appointed to the
Farmington HIlls Historlc Distrlet
C

a Tavern: The 150 Years of Botsford
Inn."

She has also edlted several books on
the history of the Farmington arca and
1s currently worklng on a blography of
the late Fred Wamer of Farmington,
Michigan governor 1905-11.

WHILE PRESERVING the past, Fox
has been equally active In working for
the future. In 1977, she was appointed
to the Farmington Hills Board of Zon-
Ing Appeals and was elected In August
1985 as the board's first chalrwoman,

Fox was a member of the original
organizing committee of the Farming-
ton Ce ly Center and served as a

Under her p, the
district has Increased from 34 to 50 hls-
torie homes, with 18 now on the Mich!-
gan State Registry.

Fox's love of history extends to writ-
Ing. She is the auther of books full of
history — “The Windows of Old Mar-
Iners,” "Farmington's Centennlal Fam-
{lies,” “A Farmington Childhood: The
Watercolors of Lillan Drake Avery”
and the soon-to-be-released "More than

MOVING,

member of the executive board for sey-
cn years. She s also a member of the
Qakland County Parks and Recreatlon
Commisafon.

And as Grant sajd, her list of accom-
plishments and affillatlons goes on and
on: a3 a former weekly newspaper
owner, edltor and publlsher, and as an
active member of the Republican Par-
ty.
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Watercolors of Lilllan Drake Avery™
developed out of a separate uncomplet-
ed project.

As publications chalrwoman of the
Farmington Historical Museum, Fox
began a crusade to unravel several
mysteries about John Warner, Michi-
gan governor 1904-11, whase chitdhood
home i3 now the museum.

FOX TOORK on the writing of a com-
plete Warner blography. Now in its
fifth year, the project was to be com-
pleted in amall pamphlet sire. Howev-
er, about 27 chapters can be expected
upon cotmpletion In 1887 — Michlgan's
sesquicentennlal.

“It seemed that we didn't know as
much about Gov, Warner as we thought
we did,” Fox said.

Among Fox's first stops on her
Warner mystery misslon was the Mich-
lgan State Archives in Lansing, Unfor.
tunately, records are only easily cata-
loged from 1910, Fox sald. Some 200
fcet of linear ahelving house all atate
records from 1837 to 1910.

Fox then moved on to the Bentley Ll
brary in Ann Arber, where she found a

box of Warner’s personal letters,

‘The next step was reading through
thousands of Inchea of newspaper artl-
cles written In periodicals of the time
— Including papers from Lansing, De-
troit, Flint, Saginaw, and Grand Ra-
plds, as well as every Issue of the
f‘oazr’ml.nan Enterprise from 1888 to

DURING HER search for informa.
ton, she discovered two ines in a 1915
Farmington Enterprise revealing that
Warner bad addressed the Oakland
County Ploneer & Historical Soclety
that year in the Wisner Howse, Pontlac,

So it was off to the Wisner House,
today the Oakland County Ploneer and
Historical Soclety’s headquarters and
also home to many Oakland County his-
torical records, i

Fox asked to sco the scrapbooks of
county bistorian Lillian Drake Avery,
Io her search through old peziodieals,
Fox read a story published In early
18203 editions of The Detrolt News
written by Avery,

Avery’s articles outlined a recon-
struction of the underground rallroad

{n Oakland County and specifically in
Farmington. Avery was secretary of
:z;;oo_nmnd Ploncers from 1910 to
The Oakland Ploneers provided Fox
an artlcle and a program on Warner's
presentation to the soclety In 1915, But
better yet, the soclety suppiled Fox
ﬁlh Avery'a reglonal watercolor paint-
2.

THE TREASURE was discovered
nl:ong with Avery'’s serapbooks, which
flannel "

Y ina ppe
parcel in the attic of the Wisner House,

Fox got in touch with Oakland Unl-
versity Prolessor John Cameron and

ngtime resident preserves local history

produced “A Farmington Childhood:
The Watercolors of Lilllan Drake Av-
ery,” publisbed in 1985, The book Is
gaining constderable recognition
throughout Onkland County, Fox said.
As the Gov. Warner project was dl..
verted by the Avery book, For's Inteat
aldetrack from the project is a sesqul
centennial hlstory of Botsford Inn lp
Farmlagton Hills. The book is expected
to be [n print by the first of the year,
Fox sald, »
An amateur gardener and a civie
boaster, Fox leaned back in an antlque
chalr, one of many pleces of furniture
from her late husband's famlly, and
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Christmas is a special time,
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