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aide to the ety manager and clty llal-
son to the commlttee, supports the
DDA concept.

‘A DDA provldes the type of organl-

+zatlon allowing the clty to lnsure the

health and character of downtown,” he
zald,

A 1975 state act allows a city to es-
toblish a DDA with nutonomous decl-
slon-making powers,

‘The Intent of a DDA Is to prevent
physieal deterloratlon, promote eco-

Focus is
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beautification. Proponents also zeo the
devel district’s retall work

y val-
ues, bolster the tox base
and sirengthen tles between merchants
In the central business district.

The Idea behind DDAs s for public
improvements to stimulato private in-
veatment. A DDA also Is meant to fo-
splre merchants te spruce up shop cn-
tryways, cmphaslzing original archi-
tecture.

PROPONENTS SAY a DDA would
be a useful coordinating and planning
team that could inltnte the ground-
work for revitallzatlon - (mprove-
ments, rehabllitation, preservation and

on grant

velopment Autherity (DDA).
The city-appoloted development

‘The Dawntown Farmington Develop-
ment Commitiee’s 13-member steering
committee will review plans and rec-
ommend uses for 1985 Community As-
alstance Program (CAP) dollars.

That's the word from Robert Schultz,
administrative assistant to Clty Mana-
ger Robert Deadman.

The declslon, which came during
Wednesdny's steering commlttee mect-
ing, was discussed In conjunctlon with
possible formatlon of a Downtown De-

Newsletter

Specia) lighting, storefront (mprove-
ments, pedestrian interlinks and joint
merchant promotlons are several Ideas
belng dlscussed by the Downtown
Fi D C
{DFDC).

Information on these ldeas and oth-
ers was sent last week in & newsletter
0 200 intcrested partles in the central
business district. The first Lssue was

developed by Jodl Soronen, committes
member and chalrwomdn of the com-

began ita study of down-
town Farmington Improvement optlons
tast spring.

Farmlngton CAP money subsidires
foans for exterior improvements (o ex-
latlng commerelal bulldings. in the cen-
tral business dlstrict. Of $350,000 avall-
able, Farmington recelved $11,000 In
toan subsldy dellars,

Coans will be financed locally on ap-
proval through Manufacturera Nation-
al Bank. These dollars will support
$60,000 in buslness loans, lowering the

unveiled

Newsletters will be sent on a regular
basls as downtown Lnformation devel-
ops, The one-pago communicator is to
inform and to help downtown mer-
chants work together on these issucs,

ronen sald.

Four task forces from the committee
are active In: communlications, beauti-
fication, consumer lssues and dowa-
town service lesues. Areas of concern
to each task force were detailed in the
first newsletter,

Soronen 1s also cxceutlve director of

force awelling with revitalization.

To esteblish a DDA, Farmington City
Counell must pass a resolution favoring
the DDA, hold a publlc bearing, adopt
an ordinance creating the DDA and
deslgnate a development district. A de-
velopment plan also would have to be
adopted.

A DDA would bave a continuing re-
sponsibllity to the city, It holds powers,
simllar to a corporatlon, to own, buy,
sell and tease property and to engege in
economic activity, Its purposes must
be of a publie pature.

money

eifective interest rate to 7.5 percent,
Schultz sald.

IN 1985, Farmington dld not have a
commiitee or a DDA to coordlnate pro-
grams — and thus was glven a zmall
amount, Schultz sald. He hopes more
wlll be aitotted next year.

‘The CAP loan subaldy program, in its
first year, Is funded through the Qak-
land County Department of Community
Development. That department admin-
isters the program with money allotted
from the Community Development
Block Grant Program through the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment.

To use CAP money, Farmington
must contract with the Department of
Communlty Development by Dee. 31
and conform ta project guldellnes.
Schultz expects the contract to be

A DDA conslsis of a governing board
1t b
y

of cight to 12
scrving staggered terms. A majority of
members would have an interest in
property located (n the central business
district.

All DDA expendltures would be sub-
Ject to clty councl! approval. An annual
budgeill would be approved by ths city
council.

facllitles or parking lots. Such im-

would have to geseralo
rovenus Lo meel operational

enough
coets and retire the bonds.

Other poazible DDA funding sources

Include private capital, federal grants
and tho clty's general lu’nd. &

The undetlylog desire is that devel-

opment fostered by a DDA eventually
would benefit each affected govern-

mental unlt as they move onto the

AFTER CREATING a downtown de-
velopment plan, also subject to councl!
approval, a DDA could levy up to two
rollls on all tazable property ln the
downtown development district.

The revenue could be funneled only
Into plannlng and consulting fees, engi-
peering studles and other p

property tax rolls.

Greg Hohler, owner of the Clvic The-

24
work. It could not be used for actual
construction, remodeling or physleat
development,

atre and member of the steerlng com-
mittee, believes the city is capable of
progresalng qulckly.

. ‘"We are the caly viable downtown In

the area, We're playing second banana
to other
want to," he sald.
HOHLER PRESIDED a
8

and we don't

t the

courage these projects, (sec related sto-

Tho DFDC is not seeking a policy of

physical growth, but one of creating a
quality, small-town cnvirooment. A
DDA would be a tool for accomplishing
this, Schultz said. *
. Steering committeo members have
traveled Indlvidually to clties having
DDAs and those fnvolved with down-
tawn renovations, although the group
bas not visited any together,

The DFDC s directing efforts into
four areas, establishing task forces In
beautlfication, communieations, con-
sumer, issues and service-related [s-
suca. fdembers will review how other
citles bave tackled similar problems,
Schultz sald.

Consultant Nicholas will be at the
next DFDC meeting — at 7 pm,
Wednesday, Nov. 13, in the Farmington

Another DDA optlon utllirea tax.ln-
crement flnancing for a dealgnated,
city-approved project area, Under this
plan, general obligatios bonds, pledg-
ing the city's fuil faith and credit, are
Issucd.

Tax-increment revenucs are based
on the concept of “captured assessed
value.” Thls simply means capturing
the Increase in the development dis.
trict's ansessed valua from the baso
year — the year the development plan
was adopted.

Revenue I8 generated by applylng
the general property tax rates of the
clty and other consenting taxing unity
In the development area to the cap-
1 assessed value. The tax incre-
ment plan Is based on the belief that
property values will rise with revital-
Ezation, and increased revenues cach
year can Pe channeled into further

slgned and the money all, in Jan-
ual

ry.

CAP - allocationS colnclde with a
dewntown master plan, to be presented
in January to the development commit-
tee. Speelfic marketlng information
will be prezented to the commlitee al
its next meetiog — 7 pm. chnudny",

P
Nov. 13, at Farmington City Hal
23800 Liberty. :

A DDA could apend captured-as-
sessed-value taxes In the project area
or to help retire the tax-locrement
bonds.

DDAs also could issuc revenue
bonds, which carry the city's full faith
and eredit, to fund any authorized pub-
Uc Improvement, such as recreational

teering meet- .
ing. On planning, he defers to profcs-
slonals Nicholes and Wracny, who will
present plany at November and Japu-
ary moctings to the full DFDC.

Downtown progress made through

these plans will encourage indlvidunl

rojects throughout the area, he be-

P

Ileves. A loan subsidy program through
the city of Farmlington will be avall-
‘able for the first time this year to ca-

ELECTIOMN

pal Bullding, 23800 Liberty — to
propose marketing plans for review
and gdlscussion by the steering commit-
tee.

The sleering committee will meet |
agaln in late November and decide
whether to propose or table the DDA
posslbllity, according to Schultz. A
DFDC mecling is also scheduled for
midJanuary, where a full downlown
plan will be dlscussed.

munication task force, and malled by the Farmington/Farmington Hills
the city of Farmington, Chamber of Commerce. @@WE % E @ E
Car check Harmington '
Ohbseruer L Live Election Coverage
places set (USPS rar-os0 eleCh h tor— On Election Night
Published every Monday and Yhursdey ropractor .
by Oblgcrm‘d& E':WL"h‘/'IGIN,mptm' P As never before, know
30251 leraf, Livonla, ) - -
Michigan's auto exhaust testing| | Second-ctess posiago paid at Livonts, B-A-C-K-A-C-H-E tanercnotive vooy.ourtcuary nm oo what is happening
program begins Jan, 1, At that time, m: ‘L“m' ﬁfmﬂ"}%‘ggmf; g “ﬁl?‘-'q"-}hﬂ 40 DECKACDHe, 0O MAl-  or mors vortebrae of the spin. Thaes subkix: moment by moment
most motorists in Oakland, Macomb . Box 3420, Livonia, M 43151, Tale mem-"mﬂmwn el bones (6 Brets o iy A eploe *
and Wayne countles will be required P.0. Box 2426, . ' tion. If backache Is 100911000 necvon, This eragsendc aitech the moy
have thelr vebicles tested In ord phone ot cu0n: Erson. s Chtu 10 Geep covcan i DSYR M el e e o
to have thelr vehicles teated In order HOME DELIVERY SERVICE Immadiaie aciion. s evecy Instunce, back.  [XSMEVAeLS (bt oart of (he body secved
to buy lirensa plates or tabs, Newsatand . por copy, 25¢ Rcho means froubla, s e o oAl NOVEMBER 5, 1985
As motorista begin recelving their -monthly, $2.00 s e Loty Dack My 24 The doctor of churopractic studias the
1986 ‘licenso applications through .+ . yoarly, $24.20 Ing. The pacson with & continulng pain ivos b mwgﬂy w:‘; pXIsy Wm D ENIN
the mail (starting Nov. 16 for people Al u\ taar thet & fumor of Clhae disesse be roine s : and ap
registering In January), there may tnm:ﬁggz'&“uﬁ:ﬂm'ﬂ, badirgiod BRI A AL ""“.’A::’?‘gﬁ deciding what must be ;’m"‘sgm (s AFTER POLLS CLOSE &-11PAY,
be questions about which such tests llons atated In tho eppilcable rate card, | orn, The person halghbw;::ng” oo st Nw-'yu‘r:b-:" hat tha body will have the .
cn;:eob mo;inm facllities that coples ol which are avallable from tha axiromely slarmiog, somatimea It Is the easi- U'Sm’hﬁﬁmm.m":m'm" Watch Channel 12 at your
alrcady have testing equipment In 23352 Farmington Fosd, Farmington, ey g et of vectebrant e Chiromesctar Iy the docyor Sestirained convenlence,
operation include: King's Garage, [ | M1i31) svorvos 1o oiominglon Ob- | | patn Cxpwisioes no b 1 T Back, {3, Setumine peaciiey e e &2 look for our channel schedule
Porscha Kol 100 Grand e | | 25 o oo omben B2 | | ARSNGB STl R in your local papers
BillCook Bulck, 22911 Grand River; | | g s nowapept ane ong o™ | | R emeeonng, Secie, SRoek iy Bokamions T Cokopracs Fo o
and Schulte Btandard Service, 2043 lon of an advertizement shall constl- or can &3 "3 nerves Call b I
Orchard Lake. - tute final acceptance of the advertiser's 0 1race thess sentations 1o the misafigned all us to become involved
order. . orwe b SRR trouRle Sevel: with your very own

felevision channel

Benestad

I I'J‘RJII;[I’I u serious . N
SINCE 1948, CHAMBERLAIN, REALTORS woubiE m“ﬂ{;'&;&’ymm Chiropractic Center 473-7266

have accepted and met the challenga

idi ) ntelwe 21021 Farmington Rd. .« o

of providing real eotate vervice. back, Numbness o pain kn the legs.

FHONE:  §43-9543 fon todaya market Toaes, Hons bcals tat Your bocy e (2 Biks. N. of 8 Mite) MetroVision,

anaylais on your home. e e oo Yol i 10 some

Ak for... Bud Chamberlain Bece. Der mm-m.,% 477-6400 Cablecasting Programs

: e o e CONSULTATION Monday through Thursday

In erlaiﬂ' bark Bas o an imiancs o1 ooy AND EXAM T 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm
|C!’I3mb.m,wf| . 6:00 pm 10 10:00 pm

e-alaat BEN MARKS
e = e ! eet E}E Fﬂning%%iﬁg Council

FLOYD CAIRNS - ROBERT McCONNELL, Co-Chalrmen

“I have known Ben for 17 years and worked with him on the -
Chapter Commission and Building Authority. His exceptional
. leadership qualities were invaluable to us then and they are
needed now, I strongly support Ben Mark's re-clection to the
Farmington Hills Counlil!” Floyd Catrns, 70 year reaident, 26
yeara Township and City clerk. . . .
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