By Loralne McClish
slaff writor

One of the

'T'm & acavenger, No matter whag
¥'m dolng at the time one eye Is nlways
on the search. Look at thiz"” she sald,

In
Temple's Art Show thls mooth [s sure
to be a display of life-alzed soft sculp-
tures set in unconventional poses creat-
od by Kathy Lathers.

The artlst calls her plcturesque fig-
ures “Softworks"and says they were all
fashioned “to release the chlld [nelde In
you and me — to bring out the dream
and fantasy world.”

By phowtlme she’ll have about a
half-dozen 5-6-fect tall exqulaitely
dressed imageries and another 20
smaller ploces ready for exhlbit. But If
tradition holds she'}l be sold out befora
closing thne.

“Tho temple show has always been
one of my favorites but I never seem to
be able to get far enough ahead of
myself to be able to stay the whole
three days,” she sald.

Lathers' soltworks were a scllout on
the first ahow she ever prepared for,
about 10 years ago, The same has held
troe right up until the last time ahe
showed her work late thls summer dur-
ing a beneflt for Common Ground in
Birmingham's Shaln Park.

But the Farmington Hills resident
and her fantasy flgures will bo among
80 artists at the show's preview to
tmeet guests 8-11 p.m. Friday, Nov. 15,
In the temple, 28611 12 Mlle, Wine and
cheese 1 Included in the $3 admisslon.

-The show contlnues from 11 am. ta 7
p.m. Saturday and frem 11 am. to 5
p.an. Sunday. Admlission for these days
s $1.

The event s the temple's 11th Invita-
tional art show, which Includes the
works of painters, sculptors, those who
create jewelry, ceramics, glessworks,
weaving, metal art and basketry.

THE MATERIALS Lathers uses (o
drape and dress her softworks are 20
unusual, so out-of-the-way, that one
cannot help but ask where she {lnds
them.

polniing to ed shelves
in her boms studio of bandmade weav-
Ings, little-soen fabrics, crocheted plec-
&, unfamiliar jewelry and buttons,

“L 1{lnd a,hat or a collar or a scarf
o an ani shop I can uze, it more
than likely will go on some figure right
awsy. Thoso things don't sit around
bere.” Her sun-lit, ahelf-lined studlo la
filled with a sowing machine and a doz-
ﬁu figures in varicus phases of comple-

on.

ARl of her fantasy figures are made
with soft bodles with insertions that
give them strength so they can stand,
8it or be twisted into just about any
buman pose. .

And all of them take on a character
drawn from legend, from myth, from
folk tales, a varistion on one of these
themes, maybo her own dreams, or
somcone else's dream or fantasy they
have shared with the artist.

The figures arn al] given names, such
a3 “The Mender of Broken Hearts" or
‘“The Splrit of Laughter” or “The Sand-
woman."

“But dlfferent people see them dif-
ferently. When they find another home
I know they take on different poses and
different meanings so0 of course they
get different names,” she sald.

LATHERS STUDIED art at Grand
Valley Stata College, starting out as a
ceramist “becauss I wan lured only to
the three dimensional” she sald. “I
think art ahould be touched.”

Along the way ahe created clothing,
now known as wearable art, Iearned
and studled many forms of stitchery,
and then turned to dollmaking. Many of
ber earller dolls assume poses caught
in mid-motion, much tho same as her
later works wlth pames such as
“Dream  Sweeps” and  “Spleit of
Flight”

Carri Lathors twlats
“Midnight Maoquar-
ado” Into chape on
q tho dlaplay stand.
%d Tho flith-grador at
Gl Elomentary
8chool has 22wn to-
gothor many of tho
figureo’ bodloa.

RANDY BORST/statf photographor

Softworks o
Fastidiously fashioned figures of the dream and fantasy world

Her acrobatic jesters have glven way
to story people, each telllng its own
tale, A something-new for ber is py-
ramids of mythical figures, anlmals
and elves, who Interact with one anoth-

er,

Ono of the pyramlds that will be scen
in the Birmingham Temple show fs a
group of threa ffgures leap frogging. As
creativity ds and tha concepts be-
coma more complex, ono of her aspira-
tions i to creats a configuration with
as many as a dozen figures interacting.

That will happen “whenever I can
get the time," zhe sald. “I'm booked
through Decemeber now and have
promised a half-dozen pleces for an ex-
hibit in Chicago I'm not even golog to
be abla to attend.”

Carri Lathers, a fifth grader in Gil
Elementary School, Is her mother’s ba«

| and already a doll
in her own right. .

Is unable {o even guess how
many cloth bodles she ha sewn togeth-
er following her mother’s patierns that
Tun from 12-lnches to 6-fect long in
preparation for her mother to fill,
dress, decorate and turn them Into fan-
tasy characters.

‘Though moat of her characters come
from ber own imagination or her
dreams, sho aingles out “The Wirard"
to tell of a flgure she created as a pri-
vate commisslon. When her ollent
came to sMare her story of “The Wiz-
ard" she brought with ber sumptuous
fabrics and accessories that bad be-
longed to ber grandmother,

“That was a neat kind of magic —
when someono elso sets you loose with
ber own thing,” e sald.

RANDY ORST/#1est phatographor

Tho pyramid of olvos, oach interacling with the othors, Iz a rola-
tivoly new concopt far tho “Softworke” artist. Tho 12-Inch tigures

can stand alono or bo stackod.

Rummage wanted

The staff of Harrison High School’s
year book has put out a eall for rumm-
ago of all kinds to be sold In the school
Saturday, Nov, 9. Persons wishing to
contribute to the fund-raiser are asked
to call David Carr, 474-8916, or

Stephanie Manwaring, 477-4139.

Sale hours are 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
in the lobby of the school audltorium,
©on 12 Mile between Middlebelt and Or-
chard Lake Road,
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Kathy Lathers, who says she Is addicted 1o dolls, pooes with two
of her life-sizo fantasy figures that are ready for Blrmingham Tom-

plo's, Art Show Nov. 18-17. All of her figurea are mads so they can
be tvilsted Into a varisty of positions, .

‘L’Affaire de la Femme’
benefits March of Dimes

Makeover artlst GaNeene will Eud-

38,

{

line “L’Atfalro do la Femme,” a lunch.
con benefiting March of Dimes fight
sgalnst birth defects schedulsd for
noon Saturday, Nov. 16 in Restaurant
auuvm, Southfield Road, north of 13

e. o

A complete makeover will be the fo.
cal point of GaNeene's demorstration, sons,
Ticketa to the event cost £33 Pro--, .
coeds help the Marchof- s
lefocts via medical
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DESIGNER SHOES AND ACCESSORIES

4 Days ° Thurs.  Fri. » Sat. ° Sun.
AT BOTH STORES .

SPECIAL SHOE SALE:

Selected Group of this season’s
dress and casual shoes, Great
values,

BOOTS: Discontinued group
of mid and low height boots.
Suede and leathers. Hurry for
best selections.

Open THURS. Night til! 8:30 PM
Open SUN. 12.5 PM

12 & 13 Mile

30% one|
50%

“MANICURES (eeg. s8)

§ PEDICURES res. 520)

! FACIALS (res. 530)

BODY

Gift Certificates
Avajlable
. for Holiday
Gift Giving *
Any amount
© .orservice.

feereer

i $2.00OFF
52.00 OFF
55.00 OFF

MASSAGES greg. 525)
$5.00 OFF

Hours: 97 MON., TUES., WED., & FRI

LOOK WHAT'S NEW AT LA NEIGE

SPECIAL GET ACQUAINTED
OFFER

Now thru December 7

Call and make an
appointment with ohe of
our new beality experts .
and receive a special get

acquainted discount. . -
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29555 Northwesiern Hwy. f
" . Southfleld; M| 48034+

356-1222
atLaMirago’ .
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