Excellence derives

ONE OF the most popular booka recently
has been Thomus Peters and Robert Water-
man's “In Search of Excellence.” It spotlights
the best run Amerfean companies and searches
the prinicples of thelr success,

The authors quote a psychologlst, Earnest
Becker, who says, “It is the burning desire for
the creature to count . , . What man ly
{cars is not no much extinction, but extinction
with Insignificanee.”

People neek to be berolc elther individunlly
or by belng a part of a winning team. Deep
down there s a built [n desire o buman belngs
for excellence,

1n people. The Biblical story of the talents, of a
landowner who gave each of his servants sums
of money to invest whilo he was gope and then
camo back to call them to account, {llustratey
a religious basla for excellence,

Lifo calls forth our talents and our willing-
ness to risk lavesting and multiplying these
talents. The motlvationa may be to glority
God, to help others or ta fulfill my own abllity.
The motivations for excellence will alwayn be
mixed, as are all human motlvations.

Yet the deslre for excellence must be rooted
10 moral and religious prinleples,

‘Do your best” must stlll ba the word of en-

The for may be
many. I fear there are too few Influences in
our present soclety which call forth excellence
inhpcﬂ;lc. This is particulerly cruclal In our
schools.

SCHOOLS, CHURCHES and synagogues

The buman striv-

and
Ing for excellence need not be a competitive
thing.

AN EDUCATOR once sald that the best
thing you can do for your child Is to help him
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IT WAS. uloo & time when quality and confl-
dence in American products fell, The worse au-
tomobiles wa had ever known were produced
In the lata seventica,

For many, excellence is still a stuffy word.
They belisve it to be an elito thing, Then we

Movements over the recent years bave
worked against excellence. Tho ‘60s was a
time of rebelllon against many of the standard
values, ineluding tho unfortunate values that
Ied ua to Vietnam. In the "70s many adults ro.
acted to the chlldren of the ‘80 by withdraw.
Ing from involvernent with young people,

The drug culture complicated the problem.
Church youth programs suffered. The sclicols
generally worried move about bekavior than
about excellence, Teachers who sought excel-

began to the nT“m, of Japanese
products, cars and electronica.

Wao had to clean up our act or glve In to
better products from oversens. There was a
concern for quality rather than the mest pro-
duced at the least cost and the most profit.

Our educational system Is a key Lo restoring
and seeking after excellence, We suffer with
many teachers who either despalr of demand-
ing and lnsplring excellence or 3imply do not
care,

THE TRUE source ;ﬂ excellence, however,

roots

lon teaches us that each of us is unique, Life is
zhort. God gives us our unigue glits and cally
us forth to discover them and Invest them.
Risk dolog and glving the best that youean. .

A friend of mine told ma his life story,-He

was born in a slum in East Harlem. Thero
wero twa key persons who helped bim schleve
his present profesatonal status In life,
One was a minlster who in over 3§ o
that communlty encouraged and helped almoat
3,000 black young people to go to coliege. ...
The.other person was a college professoy
who helped him In the awesome task of making
:Agh(vrufi years of poor English In the Harlem-
00l

Excellence Is a word 2nd a reality which we -
Beed to think about, investigate and do some- -
thing to achlave, Perhaps the import challenge -
i3 good for us. It's not just “buy American”
that should be on the bumper.stickers. It -

:!hlsmver&ls tﬁlcut and Iearn how to experience

should be “Live and Produce Excellence
g 1t fully, o

have a special ealling to L] Amers

lence felt that they wero 1 a minority without  needs to come from our spiritual roots. Relig-

Woman who lost her vision tells how she coped -

Dear Jo: allng system on my phone. I don’t know  Dear Jo:

on her willpower and not to let her han-

Injectlons agalnst fnfloeaza do mot

In & recent column you recommend- dicap control her. what I would have done without [t. 14 'i 8 with you when you say prev
Lkl Iso~ R gree uso the flo. It is & rentlye treate
f:u';:“mfiggc;;g :2?1;&1::‘:“‘!15“- o )} gerontOlon mﬁécr:x-zf:l:culnmldepcmnn v g“! s::!! _h;:lﬂmd Being w"-hmil: ono'’s ﬂﬁl llor any that pei older pnplay;honld .e’; a flo :ut. Extenslvo research nndk?e havo
3 3 . thae
ally impalred, » the stove with masking tape for baking 1CORE Of Lme s catastrophic, I am 60 shot cach fall. I got a flu ehot two years conflremd this. It s most probab

ul to be able to ses agaln. I ago and came down with the flo soon you were Infected with the fln virus,

I fcel much sympathy for that 78- at 350, and the burners for low and high o519 1lke to encoura, 0
) g others I that  alter. 1 wouldn't have oae thoss sbots (pasally) sbortly before you Infection
yearold woman her son wroto you A. dolayne o ron o aperate a casseta posltfon to never glve up hope, agaln — even f “they” paid me. st W habre e o T tectien
about her blindness, as T was bllnd for Farrell player and put reclpes and messages on Mrs. Marjory Langstaff munity to bulld op galnst the virus —
one and half years, 1t Is only recently, tape; tape the handles on all doors that . Western Reader ou were nol yet protected — and thes
after flve opcrations, that I got my have steps on the other sldo of them, Dear Mre, Langstaff: M t the fa .
atght back. I dldo't have o talking clock, but I Your letter Iy an insplration to peo- Dear Weatern Reader; L y .

It L2 quite a differcat world for those

waan't golng to spend the rest of my
who are blind ~ and belleve me It is

ple of all eges. Thank yon for taking
Ufe wallowlng in self-pity.

de sure that I knew the time of da;
ot " 4 the thme $o write.

by listening to a pocket-sized transister

one awful struggle. 1 declded to keep very busy every adlo, that I kept in my apron pocket. I Also, I beard from another reader a1 : ; *
Even though 1 couldn't see I was waking moment. In between my bouse- ;lsa was kcp't, awnr{: %l é?um, who enggested another amdio clock - FaShlon ,EXCltement
det$rmined to live alone In the country.  hold chores I dld some volunteer work through a cuckoo clock. made by & different manaofacturer, Cazruee {f Peemimt . k k.
My only companlon was my dog that I (phoning shut-iny and bandicaped per-  Another {hing that was a tremem- Vox Clock. It can bo purehated at Ra: clasahed in Snakeskin
had ralsed from  pup. She sure was  3ons) plus I crocheted elght afghons  dous help to me was the automatic di-  dlo Sheck,

AEACH MaCrmdase § FIEAT RARRTT

lots of company and comfort to me.
Friends came or called avery week and by J- Renee

that really was a blessing,

and a couple of sweaters. (Now that [
can see agaln, I find that I can do these
handleralts without looking at my work
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Through It al), I made up my mind — an unexpected bonus.) 3 SEE Newss that's closer ng_‘:',ggg%f:g:;m% Many other

never to fecl sorry for myself as T{lg- I guess the reason for this letter Is to ROBERT QALE styles to T

ured even though I'd never see agaln, I encourage that older woman to work * FineJewolry o - = c?oose {mm .

0 Birmingh, ot gread N

— s, Bl | Kitchen Cabinets U

N.f 143 s Genuine Amish Made .
44-085 Priced for Every Budgst Darch Reg. 584 N
3 0% i

volunteers ke NOW 69 :

) Alf Types of Remodaiing Matching Bags - 20% OFF
Compiats design service
for Do-tt-Yourselt of

Volunteer open house set 2

Anyone interested in doing volun- TOUR GUIDE - Troy Muscum
teer work but not sure where his/her  Guild is secking outgoing volunteers
skills could best be used, should con- to give tours through historic village
tact the Oakland County Volunteer and work with staff in presenting
Burcau (OCVB), which haza latof educational programs to children,
volunteer opportunities from more Mornings or afternoons, Tuecsdays
than 200 agencies. Phone §42-7272, — Sundays. No cxperience neces-
aary. Phone 642.7272
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Robérta Shoes

142 W. Maple » Downtown Birmingham « 642-3785
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What could be a more welcome addltion to your fall wardrobe than our 4
ond 2 plece swoater knit dresses at such an outstanding value? They're

Now-town dilemmas fado oftor @ WEL- porfect for day o¢ evening In slzes S-M-L Come on in — whila they last.
lustratod stykos roprozontative of cotioction,

COME WAGON call.

As your hostess, Jt's my Job to help you Not avaliable ot of storos. R
make the most of your new nalghborhood, s
Qur shopping areas. Community opportu-
nlties. Spsclal attractions, Losts of facts to
Bave you time and money. Plus a basket of
gifts for your famlly. I'll be listening for your

l.
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14204 Telograph  Red. Tup.

ress

Woodward South of 12 Mile, Royal sk 643-5300

OPEN HOUSE — The bureau will
hold open house from 9 am. to 1
pm. Friday, Nov. 15, second floor,
First United Methodist Church, 1580
W. Maple, Birmingham, Let volun-
teer interviewers match you with a
volunteer job. Phone 642.7272.

DAY REHAB HELP — Beaumont
Hospital's Day Rehab Program ot
the Barmum Health Center, Bir-
mingham, nceds many voluntcers
{0 escort paticnts, assist with lunch,
help with grooming, eraft and rec-
reational gctivities. Weekdays from
8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Also need clerical
assistance. Phone 642-7272,

SECRETARY — Voluntcer, 35.55,
with good grammar and typing and
phone experience {s needed by the
Eastwood Community Clinics in
Royal Oak, Three full or half days a
week. Phone 642-7272.

Gelling
settled
made
simple.

SANTA'S AIDES — Caring volun-
teers are needed by the Department
of Community and Human Ser-
vices, Pontiac, to help package,
wrap and deliver gifts during the
Christmas Basket distribution peri-
od Dec. 11-20. Phone 642-7272.

Sylvan earning Centers
of Oakland
invite you to a

GRAND OPENING |
Friday, November 8, 1985
5p.m.to 7 pm.

3250 W. Big Beaver, Suite 101
Troy, Michigan
6437323

We teach basic reading and
math to chiidren and adults,

Linda Hoagland, Dircctor
Charlotte Terry, Direclor
1 Mary van Fleet,
Director of Instruction

CALL

356-7720

YOUR LEARNING
DISABLED. CHILD
B CAN SUCCEED

3003 WEST MAPLK ROAD * BIRMINGHAM, MI 45010  642:0070

T.L.C. - THE LEARNING CENTER iz,

o g st ciw s NOW ACGEPTING APPLICATIONS. -
Kandra Tobas, director utilizes hor 20 years of experience teaching LD
and El students fo offer « multisensory. curriculum. Grad thru 8,
which Include: . L e ;
LANGUASE ARTS o MATHEMATICS @ SCIERCE o SOCIAL STUDIES © KUSIC  ART




