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Dutch import is
an Ocelot gem

HERE'S PROBABLY a lot of head
scratching going on In the Region XII

soccer coaches' ranks,

Rightly s0. After all, cach and every
onc of them got thelr talls wh]ppcd bya
powerful Schooleraft College team. Not just
once, elther — twice each. The closest any of
them came was & two-goal loss,
The Ocelots were that dominating in a region

that rnrcly allows Its chnmylgn to escape

College or Sc.hoolm'lﬂ rule the region, but lt's a
rare occurrence when either goes unbeaten.

l bot only went und It
outscored Its opponents 40-6 n elght games,
That's domlnation.

WHAT MUST really purzle those coaches s
the sudden Influx of talent the Ocelota possess.
Every top-level high schoot eoccer player from
the area — and there's an abundance, with
Livonla Stevenson leading the pack after flve
stralght apcarances in the state finals — this
year opted to play at Schoolcraft.

But was that enough? No, the opposing
coeches concluded, swallowing hard as thelr
teams were dismantled by wave after wave of
talented Ocelots. Thesd:ool 'a athictic budget
must have quadrupled.

How else could they attract such prizea from
places lke Kent County, England, and Leck,
Netherlanda?

“We didn't recrult them,” amiling Schooleraft
assistant coach John Gelmisi safd a3 the Ocelota
went through their final practice Tuesday before
embarking to Chicago and the NJCAA Inter-
regional tournament at DuPage College.

No, they dldn’t. Englishman Matt Pace moved
to Redford with his parents and is the team'’s
mand-leadlng scorer with nine goals and five
axslsts,

BUT RICK HAMERS, the Dutchman, may be
Schoolcraft’s most valuable player,

“He's like a thoroughbred,” Schooleraft coach
Van Dimlitricu said, “He doesn't have to
about what he wants to do, he Just does It. And
he's one of the hardest working players In
practice I've ever seen.

“He never says much, bu'. whea he steps onto
the fleld he doesn't have to.

Hamers 12 one of those unlqun sporta stories, a
guy who walked into the Schooleraft athletic
offices one day and sakd be'd like to play soccer.

What brought Hamers o Livonia was hls
flancee, whom he met when she was vislting
relatives In Leek In the summer of 1084, The
palr planned oo g and lving in the
Neu:erlnnds bul tho language barrier was more
than she could handle,

“So 1 decided to come here,” Hemers sald In
near-perfect Eng].lsh “Sa lnr, 80 good.”

LIKE MANY of his countrymen, Ham:
grew up on a sotcer fleld, Ina pepulnuun of13
million, ene mitlion stlll play the sport.

“I wanted to {lnd a soccer team because I bed
played all my 1ife,” sald Hamers. “It was a
hobby 1 dldn‘t want to glve up,

“She had been a student (nt Schoolcnﬂ), and
she knew they had a soccer team. At the same
time I was thinking I would need college to
make a futurs here.”

At [lrst Hamers planned on just practicing
with Schooleratt's team. But once Dimitriou
the talent the En;
he wanted him as lamethlns more

possessed,
than just a practice player.
Thero wera problems, noubly with US.

ans, ‘s athletic
dleactor, Infervenad, anshing officisls {a popcess

mp?&sqnlcuy.oﬁmmcould earoll in

Gans' work has pald dlvidends, Hamers
described himaelf 23 one of the youngest
members of his amateur club team In Holland,
possessing the loast talent, At Schooleratt,
Hamers 15 tha oldest team member — nnd
probably the best,

EBPAmDLBmelm:ldform(chm,n
position requiring both offensive and defensive
skills -~ and a lot olug.mmuul.u'mmaush
'.ohndlel&.ﬂamdnlmgmuwhdrm

assista, the third-highest totals for tha Ocel
“Iplayed an offeasive Uoulanuud."he
sald. *T.do llke the d t. 'm more
involved In the game.”
Which is the way Dimitriou likes it. “Ho
froelances moro than moet of our players,” the
coach sald. “But be's equally good affensively
and defensively, Most players can't do the job bo
doct swl rom ooo to the other, He can bo
marking a man, then when we get the bal} take
off"
£o are there any problems for Hamers?
Porhaps Just one, Desplte his wealth of
eace, ho doesn't offer much on-ficld
advice — with good rezson.
T try to talk to them when something’s
hapy on tha fleld,” he sald, “but because [

Tony Bolos figurcs to carry a big load for
Westorn Lakes champlon John Glenn Fri-
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day night as the Rockets meat Ann Arbor
Ploneer In the state tournament epaner,

John Glenn has ‘huge’test
with defending state champ

By Brad Emons
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Gordon, whose team 15 tn the state Class A playolfs
for the first time in the school's histo

It doesn’t matter if they're playlng on the defend-
Ing state champs' home fleld. It doesn’t matter that
practices have been staged under chllly and damp

conditlons.

"We just keep going; the weather isn't a factor,”
sajd Westland John Glenn football coach Chuck

Mercy tips Shrine;
North wins thriller

Farmington  Hills
overwhelmed Royal Oak
Tuesday night in the opening round
of the Catholic League playoffs.

Duczynski's 17-point, nine-
rebound performance paced a 78-30
demolltion of the Shriners.

Merey will. play Dearborn Divine
Chlld at 8 p.m., Thursday ot
Woods Notre Dame in the semifinal
1ound,

In the other semlfinal game Thurs-
day, to start at 6 p.m. at Notre
Dame, Ladywood (67-31 winners
agalnst Dominican) will play Bishop
Gallagher,

Michelle Fryatt and Terri Ford
‘also played big roles in the Marlins’
win. Fryatt, senlor polnt guard,
scored 14 palnts and dished out seven
asslsts, Ford, senfor forward, acored
16 points and pulled down seven re-
boun

ds.
Danlelle Smith led Shrine with 18
points,
Mercy s 134 on the season.

N. FARMINGTON 43, W.L.
WESTERN 42: Avother wﬂd one for
the Ralders.

With under a minute left in the
gamo Tuesday, North trailed Walled
Lake Western by threo points. West-
em calied timeout.

Western was 100 slow coming back
onto the floor end the officlal, who
bad warned the Western bench earll-
r in the game for & slmilar offense,
Napped them with a technleal foul.

Heather McPhillips, who led North

Mercy
Shrine

with 20 polnts, hit beth foul sbots and
- North
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[ of lbu
ball. :
wm:za Ieevnd.l left, North worked
ot iog "°u"m"" hebalgame:
ve
Weatern' got {hs ball back with 10,
soconds Left, bat North's Mo Paradis
léed the win with a key sieal, -
North (8-7 In the Wuun l.nka.l

The Rockets travel Friday night to mccl Ann Ar-
bor Pioncer In a battle of unbeatens in Region 11,
Gordon says the school Is exciled about the
playotfs.
“It's hard to tell how we compare to Ploncer,”

CC-Fordson:
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Maybe it's just as well that Redford
Catholle Central and Dearborn Fordson
haven't met on gridiron for slx years.

Tho Inst timo the two teams met was
1979 Ln the first round of the state Class
A playoffa.

That year.CC, rated No. 2 in Class A,
beat the No. 1 ranked and unbeaten
Tractors, 26-8. The Shamrocks, with
Aaron Roberts, Mike Lewls and compe-
ny, weat on to capture the state cham.

lonship,

But the ‘79 CC-Fordson gamo may
best be remembered as a slugfest bo-
tween two super-heavywelghts. Onc
play In purf.lcular upset the CC alde. It
occurred In the third quarter when a
frustrated Ed Guido sent tho Sham-
rocks’ John Utter to the hospital with a
lato hit, causlng hard feelings bolween
€C coach Tom Mach and Fordson
coach Charlle Jestlce.

Hopefully things have cooled off by
now, but doo't expect cither aide to
play like shrinking viotets when they
meet agaln Saturday at Pontinc’a
Wlsner Stadium In’another first-round
playaff batile, (Gnmo tme is 230
p.m.).

*“WE'VE ONLY played Fordson once
In my 10 years here, but I know they
come to play every game,” sald Mach,
still at the CC helm. *I suspeet the hit-
ting will be intense,”

Fordson is 8-1 this scason with its
only loss coming agalnst playoff qualt-
fler Trenton, 2740,

“Fordson was a differest typo of
team [n 1979," Mach sald. “Back then
they were more of 2 power-type foat-
ball team,”

Fordson's No. 1 weapon 1y 6-foot-4,
192-pound senlor quarterback Miko [
qnlncllo, who has passed for 840 yards

six touchdowns. He also plays in
lho defenslve secondery and may bo
tho team's best tackler,

“He comes out of the pocket well,*
Mach sald. “No. 1, wo have to stop his
passing and his runnlng.”

Inquinello’s favorite target is 5-10,
145-pound senior Andy Salagan, who
kas 27 catches for 521 yards and four

The Troctors also used as mony as
flve different running backs, tho leader
being three-year starter Dan Herman,
who has gained 632 yards and scored 10
TDs.

DEFENSIVELY, the Tractors will
glve the Shamrocks a nnmber of differ-
cnt looks,

Ploaso turn to Page 3

“They'll use a G-l (Al.lanmwt), aé2

fooiball

front sometlmes and they'tl do some
blitzing,” sald the CC coach, “But we've
seen Just about everything this year 50
wo won't be making any big changes,

"They scem ntensa on defense. They
kit and pursue well.”

Fordson can’t quits mateh up with
CC's lmposing line, but the Tractors
have adequate size,

The top: offensive Linemen Include
senlor Glno Sessa (6-1, 208), senlor
Scott Lewis (8-2, 212) and sophomoro
Andy Zotkovich (8-2, 210).

All three play defenso along with
linemen mb Elnvln (5-10, 318) and
Mike Kostovaky (6-10, 310). The Trac-
lnn also bave a palr of good llneback-
ers in Kama! Salame and Mike Rydzek.
Bassern Karkaba joins Inquinello to
glve Fordson a strong secondary,

Although Fordson hus beea to the
plnyam six of the past scven years, CC

Ls sti)) the favorite.

THE SHAMROCKS, also 8-1 on the
year, appear o have the momentum
after beating a palr of No. 1 ranked
teams on successlve weekends — War-
ren Do La Salle (9-0) and Dearborn Di-
vine Chlld (13-},

CC's defense, led by All-Cathollc per-
formers Jeft Schwartz, Kevin Tnucy.
Paul Linenberg and Nick Varajon, has
allowed ouly 57 polnts In nloe games. -

Tho ks’ offense, stagnate
during !he mlddle portlon of the season,

"appears to be getting stronger with the

retun of &2, 180-pound sophomore
Perry Chaoey at running back. CC's of-
fensive lne, led by blue chipper Dan
Nash {6-3, 235) and Mark Lopes (8-,
218), could roake things m Thc !or

ck Mark Stleve, wb,a xma
his flrst atart of the scason in
over De La Salle, Is also phylng wld!
confldence.

Look for the run-oricnted Shamrocks
to put the ball In the alr even more this
week, Junlor Greg Haeger, who started
the year at quarterback before break-
ing bis collarbone in the second game,
has been converted to a wide receiver,
forming o potent pass catching brigade
which also Includes -3, 210-pound sen-
lor Ken Wandzel, who s finally getting
bealthy after an assortment of injurics.

“We hrd some guys banged up after
the Dlvine Chlld game, but we bed no
serlous Infurfes,” Mach sald. “Every-
body should be ready to go.”

girls _
basketball

10-7 overall) tralled Western by five
cotering the quarter. The Rald-
e’ 12-12 ediga in the last el ain.
utes was triggered by McPhilllps (12
polats in the quarter) and three
ateals by Jean Anziov:

Diane Hall led Wuu:rn (4-91a the
conference) with 17,

North will lln.l;h in fourth p]nec in
the Lakes Division.

NORTHVILLE 42, ARMING-
'I'ON 25: Northville's 15-5 outburst in
third quarter broke Farmington's
bnnk In this Western Lakes battle.
Tricla Ducker led Northville (8-7
*In the league) with 12 polnts.
For Farmlng!on {1-14), Stacy

Swmdcn.kl elght.

SALEM FRANKL[N The
Plymouth Sn!em defense ulymim Livo-
nia Frasklln in this Wessern Laokes
matchup as the Rocks limited Franklin
to less than three ficld goals per quar-
ter,

“We played pretty good ‘D’ tonight,*
Salem coach Fred Thomann said, *And
wo moved the ball well on offense, 1t
was a nlee game for us.”

As a result of the victory, Salem
clinched the Lakes Divislon title ln the
Western Lakes conference,

" Dena Head led all scorers with 16
polnu. The sophorore also controtled
~ the g].m pulling down 14 rebounds,
Jessica Handley scored 11 points and *
* ‘dlshed out three assists, Julle Tortora
dizhed out flve assists on the night.
cy Lectka led Frankily (5—9 In lhc
!eag\m, 7-10) with 12 polnts. B
Salem 13 14-1 i the league and 15~.!

MICHIGAN'S LARGEST
MERCEDES-BENZ DEALER
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