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incentives for v

By Joanno Mallszowsk|
stalt writor

By the Ume part-time, pald fire-
fighters reach the fourth, fifth or six
years of service, many call it quits,

To put a crimp In that growling trend,
Farmington Hills fire and elty officlals

are offering these fireflghters a finan-

The Incentive plan — approved
the F Hills

clal incentive to these expe-
rienced and well-tralned employees to
stay on.

“They reach that polnt where they
(firefighters) get tired of It,” sald Flre
Chict Richard Marinucel. “We want to
try to get them over the hump.”

Y

City Councll last week — calls for glv-
Ing fireflghters wlth four or more years
of service n bonus based on years of
service and wages, Fircflghters with
less than four years service will not get
a bonus.

The plan will take effect Jan. 1 1986,

teram flirefi

PART-TIME PAID flrefighters wlth
4-6 years service wlll recelve a 4 per-
cent bonus based on the previous year's
W-2 wage statement, those with 6-8
years service at 6 percent, those with
8-10 years at B percent and those with
10 years and more a maximum 10 per-

cent bonus.
Part-time flrefightera carn $10.25 an

Ease traffic on Haggerty: Fessler

State Sen. Rlchard Fessler, R-West
Bloomlleld, has told the state Trans-
portation Commission that actlon is re-
quired now to relieve the traffic pres-
sures on Haggerty Road In Oakland
County,

Fessler, who chalrs the Senate
Transportation Commlttee, proposed a
plan that Includes an interchange at I-
896 In Farmington Hills and develop-
ment of a parkway north to Richardson
Road,

“Anybody who has to travel north
and south between Telegraph Road and
U.S. 23 knows how bad the situation has
become,” Fessler said. “It's a mess,
trafile volume Is ridculous, and some-
thing has to be done. We have 20 years
of studies. It's tlme for actlon.”

Fesster sald he and hls stalf have

Meanwhile,
in Pontiac

The Astro Dome in Houston is kept
at a constant 74 degrees F. by an air-
condltioning system. If on a humld day
this aystem were turned off and warm
air were allowed to enter, it would raln
In the stadium.

been meetlng for months with local off-
icals, transportation officials and com-
munlty leaders In an effort to make
progress,

“l HAVE solid commitments from
Gov. Blanchard and from the dircetor
of the Michlgan Department of Trans-
portatlon for suppart of a resolutlon to
this problem. We are past the talking
stages; it Is time to take speclfic actlon.
I am proposing a apeciflc plan, sccking
support from the state transportation
commlsalon, and shall focus my atten-
tlon and that of my commlttee on this
serious and growlng problem.”

The Fessler plan calls for a treee
lned parkway to meet the growing
needs of Novl, Farmington Hllls, West
Bloomtield, Commerce and Walled

Lake.

Fessler clted Increased traffle counts
exceeding 20,000 vehicles per day, ac-
cldent reports, Increased housing starts
and other data to support hlis positlon.

“The people of this area have suf-
fered long enough with this trafflc
mess meeilng them every momlng and
every evening. Nearly half a milllon
people live in the arca bound by Tele-
graph, I-75, 1-96-696 and U.S. 23.

“ONLY ORCHARD Lake Road (car-
rying neatly 30,000 vehicles per day at
times) has been expanded to carry
aorth-south flows. The facls suggest
this plan wlll relleve north-sosth (low
problems for arcas further to the west
in Oakland County. These roads all
need attention to handle local traifle

Seniors given discounts

Farmington-arca resldents at least
80 years of nge can particlpate In the
Onkland Llvingston Human Service
Agency's dlseount program,

Identiflcation card photos will be

taken 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday, Nov, 15,
in the Farmington Hills Senlor Center
at Mercy Center, 28600 11 Mile.
Card bearcrs can take advantage of
offered by local 3

flow.

“I belleve action to improve Hagger-
ty Road must get under way before
cosis run even higher than they have
alrcady grown during the past decade.
Every month we delay thls makes our
task even more diffleult.

“SEMCOG, local officlals, transpor-
i hi

hour per call, For tralnlng and standby,
they earn $7.20 an hour.

Based on an average annual carnings
of $5,000, the bonus plan would provide
$200-3500 per fire fighter, depending
on length of service, sald Karen Bir-
kholz, assistant to the city manager, In
a report to councll, The plan in 19868
will cost the city approximately
$11,6000 But city offlcials antlcipated
the plan's approval and Included the
amount [n the current budget.

“Their (fire officlals’) eoncern lles In
the fact that by the time someone has
served for four years, they have al-
ready been through a substantlal
amount of tralning,” Blrkholz safd,

PART-TIME PAID firefighters' be-
glnning tralnlng Ineludes at least 100
hours of atate certifled training, 200

ghters OK’d

hours of In-house tralning, as wall gy
tralning In emergency and medica)
procedures. Flrefighters alsg receive
specialized classes In, for example,
cause and origin of fires and advanced
first-afd, Marlnuect sald.

"When 2 person wilth that much
tralning qults, It Is very time consum.
Ing and costly to replace them . W
Birkholz said.

About half of the 82 Farmington
Hllls' part-time pald flrcfighters have
put In four years of service, “ dont
really expect it (incentlve plan) to
change everybody's mind. But §t is ap
appreclatlve kind of thing. A lot of vo).
nteer departments use this. It s jm.
pertant because you keep your experl.
cnced people around. And you beed
four, five or six years to know what you
are doing," Blrkholz sald.

tation planncrs and pot v
warked at solutlons for years. It's time
for action now!™
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Served with Choice of Soup or House Salad,
Teacup Bread, Dessert and Beverage

Fresh Catch

Chicken
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