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otaff writor

‘The first goal was to win the Catholic
League Central Division girls basket-
ball title. Goal dashed by a palr of loss-
©s 10 a powerhouse Livonla Ladywood
team.

Second goat was to win the Catholle
League playo{{s, Goal dashed Thursday
night with a 51-40 loss to Dearborn DI-
vine Chlld In the semlfinal round at
Harper Woods Notre Dame.

It's been a rough season for Farm-
ington Hills Merey.

Thursday night's sctback was per-

- . - haps the most frustrating of the scason.

"For 2% quarters Mercy battled Divine
"Chitd (17-1 on the season) with a flerce
Intensity only to collapse In the final 10
minutes of the game,

“For many weeks we have preached
Intensity to the kids,” Mercy coach Lar-
ry Baker said. “We got the Intenslty to-
night, but we forgot to play baskctball
along with (t.”

MERCY SCORED six stratght points
to pull withln one, 28B-27, midway
through the third quarter. That was the
peak for the Marlins.

Sue Nlssen, DC's talented junfor cens
ier, stole the ball on Mercy's next of-
fensive possession. She dribhled the
length of the court, making a pretty
cressover dribble [n the process, and
scored the layup.

In so dolng, she sent a large and toud
throng of DC rooters into a frenzy, and
the Mercy collapse began.

DC outscored the Marlins 10-2 In the
{Inal four minutes of the third quarter
and dominated the fourth quarter. The
Marlins were held without a ficld goal
for clght minutes — Terri Ford hit a
Jurnper with 1:36 telt in the third quar-
ter, the next Marlln hoop came with 36
seconds left in the game,

"I feel T bave to°give Divine Child
credlt for playlng a strong all-around
game,” Baker sald. “But at the same

girfs
basketball

The “one” was Missy Duczynski. The
5-10 scntor forward single-handedly
kept Mercy In contentlon with diligent
ploy on both ends of the court. She
scored 20 polnts, many off perimeter
jump shots, She also pulled down 10 re-
bounds, blocked two shots and ereated
three steals.

“MISSY WAS terrific, but she didn't
get a lot of help,” Baker aafd. "There
were alr balls, balls just dropplng out
of bounds, passes going through peo-
plu hnmls - It wasn't a pretty thing

tosee.”

Divine Chlld, once in control, never
loosened its grip on the Marlins, Nissen
and Karen McDonnell eached scored 18
points. Nlssen hit eclght of ninc shots
{rom the floor.

“Another consideration was, usually
If our offense lan't getting the job done
we can get help from our press,” Baker
sald, "But DC did a geod job not mak-
Ing turnovers, We didn't get many casy
baskets,”

Credit DC guard Jennifer Dyer for
keeping her team calm in the face of
Mercy's pressure by patiently working
the ball upcourt.

‘The Falcons, winners of 16 stralght
games, will meet Ladywood in the
Cathollc League champlonship (see re-
Iated story).

For Merey (13-5), it's time to go after
goal Ne. 3: Kalamazoo and a berth in
the stale Class A champlonshlp game.

N. FARMINGTON 45, FARMING-
TON 25: Tho scorchoard saym *rout,”
“"but Farmington coach Diana Schwartz

time, I felt we were going i
most of the game,”

Ladywood outhustled by

By Chris McCosky
stat writor

Livonia Ladywood coach

Pleasa turn to Pago 2

Divine Child (18-1) harassed Lady-
wood with a man-to-man pressure de-
fense. The Blmcrs shooters, normaliy

Ed Kavanaugh sat on the bench Sunday
night before his team's Catholic League
champlonship game with Doarborn DI-
vine Child.

Suddenly, he got up and grabbed a
couple of asplrin from the first-aid kit.

He would need more later as Divine
Child turned Kavanaugh's hcadache
inta a migraine with a resounding 64-51
victory In front of an estimated 2,500
{ans at U-D's Calihan Hall,

DC's win snapped Lndywood’s 18-
game winning streak and prolonged a
17-game win streak for the Falcons,

The bottom line: DC simply outhus-
tled Ladywood.

. "EVERY TIME the ball hit the floor,
Ahey came up with it,” Kavanaugh said.
“They came to play and we didn't."

and
1y tcnmllvc and harrled.

“We did not take good shots,” Ka-
vanaugh sald. “We were impatlent —
one pass, one shot. That’s not the way
1o beat o team that plays pressure de-
fense.”

‘The Blazers made just 6-0f-30 shots
from the floor In the last three quar-
mnhnnly 4-0f-23 in the second half.

Stil), the game didn’t reach blow-out
proportlons untll the fInal minutes. For
three full quarters, the teams played
an even, ultra-physical basketball
game. The Calthan court was no place
for the mecek and mild Sunday night.

After three quarters, DC led 40-38.
‘The Faleons had led by as many as nine
polnts in the third quarter, but a alx-
polnt quartef by Sue Lallberto and
some agx;n:ulve play nll thu bench

were sudden- |
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Shamrocks

get by feisty -
Fordson, 7-2

By Brad Emons
ataff writer

How does Catholie Central’s !ocvlbn”
team spell rellef?

D-E-F-E-N-S-E.

The Shamrocks from Redford re-
pelled every Dearborn Fordson offen-
sive threat Saturday, scoring a bard.
fought, 7-2 state Class A playoff victo-
ry over the Tractors before an estimat-

(Gcorxc Daraban added the exlrn
points to make It 7-2.)

The TD was st up by a couple of key
plays ~— Chancy hurled a 30-yard half-
back pass to Mark Grenier, who made

football

cd crowd of 3,500 ral ked fans at
Pontiac's Wisner Stadlum.

CC, 9-1, next faces unbeaten Grosse
Pointe North In the second round of the
playoffs at 1:30 p.m. Saturday at Lin-
coln Park. North was a 19-18 flrst-
round victor over Detroit Murray-
Wright,

“This Is as tough a ballgame as
we've played,” sald CC coach Tom
Mach. “Fordson always comes to play
and they did a great job. They play as
well as anybody.”

But it was the Shamrocks’ defense;
once again, that told the story.

Fordson’s outstanding 6-foot-4 quart-
crback Mike Iaquaniello was sacked
flve times and Intercepted twice,

“Qur defense has been goed all year,
but we were really tested out there to-
day," Mach sajd, “The kcy was dolng
the job when we had to. And our de-
{fense was on the fleld a long time.

“Iaquanicllo gave us a lot of prob-
lems. He's s0 ta)), Even when we had
him contatned, he somchow was able
get the ball away agalnst our defense.”

FORDSON'S DEFIINSE was cqually
a3 Impressive.

Enjoying good {letd po:ltlon & major-
Aty of the {irst half, the Tractors only
scored two points.

Muorcy's Jean \Vassanborg goes up for two againat Dearborn bl-
vine Chlld Thursday night in tho Catholic Leagua somifinals. Mar-

cy took it on the chin 50-41.

from sophomore Katie McNulty kept
the Blazers close.

‘THE OFFICIATING became a more
debatable issue as the game's intensity
pleked up, Kavanaugh felt his team
was getting the worst of it and proceed-
ed to tell the officlal as much between
the third and fourth quarters.

The result was a technical foul and a
pair of DC free throws at the outset of
the flnal quarter.

‘The Falcons ran off a 10-1 spurt in
the flrst two minutes of the fourth
quarter and werc never threatened
again,

Sue Nissen, a powcerful junior center,
led DC with 19 points. Karen McCon-
nell added 18 and Jennifer Dyer 15,
nlne In the fourth quarter,

‘The Falcons also did a solld job on
boards. Nissen and former Redford Un-
fon player Julie Marchand were espe-

clally effectlve on the defensive boards

limiting Ladywood to elght second-shot

opportunllles in 36 second-half posses-
sions.

LADYWOOD, WHICH had three
starters foul out of the game, got 16
points from Laliberte and 11 from Jen-
ny Nadeau,

when you're
the tendency ls to become complacent
and not work as hard In practice,” Ka-
vanaugh sald, “The tcams in back of
you work harder and eventually you
pay for it.”

The Blazers advanced to the cham.
plonshlp game with a sluggish 39-28
win agalnst Harper Woods Bishop Gal-
lagher Thursday at Notre Dame, Na-
deau scored 11 polnis and played an in-
splred defenslve game to guide Lady-
wood to victory.

DC won ity ‘semifinal game Thurs-
day, 51-40, over Farmington Hllls Mer-

back Moc¢ Berry and lne-
backer Kirk Rydzik tackled CC's Perry
Chaney in the end zone for a two-point
safcty with 8:47 left in the flrat half.

The Shamrocks also scored thelr
only points of the game In the second
quarter,

Quarterback Mark Stleve hit Jeff
Schwartz out of the backficld for a 16
yard scoring toss with 3:26 rematning.

a circus grab at the Fordson,30; fol-
lowed by a Stieve 7-yard pass to Ken
Wandzel on fourth-and-flve.

In the third quarter, Fordson
marched down to the CC 27, but tackie
Dan Nash and lincbacker Mait Fras
sacked Jaquanleilo for a 10-yard Joss en
fourth down.

IAQUANIELLOQ, playlng In the de-
Ifensive secondary, gave CC some anx-
lous moments when he intercepied a
Stieve pass and returned t 47 yards
down to the Shamrocks® 30 with 6:27
left in the final period.

But the CC defense dug in again, as
Jeff Brand batted down an Inquaniello
fourth down passing attempt.

“The Interception by Wandzel was
certalnly a key, but everybedy had a
hand in this victory,” Mact said. "And
we were saved by Chris Kassa on a
couple of runs up the middle, We were
able to get some flrat downs and that
took some time off the clock.”

Kassa was tho game's leading nuhcr
with 81 yards in 14 carrics. CC's total
yardage, rushing and passing, was 132,

FORDSON, as im-
ited to a tota) of 89 yards, luqunnmlo
was 7-0{-22 passing for 48 yards. He
also had 2 minus-29 rushing in 1

tempts,

“We dld not run well against them,"”
Mach said. “But that's to thelr credit.
‘They made us put the ball up.”

But Mach knows his de(ense was
cqual to the task,

“They played well, too” he sald,
cmcking a Rotalds smile.

Pioneer thumps Glenn

Westland John Glean's first appear-
ance in the high achool football playotis
cnded quickly Friday night at Ann Ar
bor Ploneer,

The Pjeneers scored 33 pelnts in the

neer's attack throwiog for four touch-
downs. He hit fullback Brian Vooletich
{for 50 and 78 yard scoring strikes, and
John Cunningham for 14 and 43 yard
strikes.
On the night, Burns connocted on
seven of 15 passea for 108 yards.
“Thelr paniing attack didn't’ mm
me,” sald Glenn coach Chuck
“But the wny we defended lnlm it
sure did.

CONVERSELY, Glenn quarterback
Steve Irwin hit joxt two of 20 for 12
yards with two Interceptions.

“Rather than criticize our passing,
why don't you glve them credit, They
are ot a bad team,” Gord_on waid.

Tony Boles, Glenn's all-state tell-
back, singl ledly kept his team in
contention. Boles galned 185 yards in
23 carries. He scored on runs of 36, 15
and S0 yards. -

Ploneer will move on and play the
winzer of the Lanslng Sexton-Trenton
hunmanmslt\mhyln Jackson.

Glenn, the Western Lakes champl-
ons, finith the season ate-1,

rarmmgton trio
‘area pacesetter

By Chris McCosky .
siatfurior

HRIS INCH, Al Stebbins and
Bryan Lawton — in that o
der, always.’

Or 50 it has seemed for the

- Farmington croes-country team the
0 geasons.

two
With that trio Jeading the way, tha
mpheedlllhlnlbomlelnliu

and 10th (n the stats this scason.

They .
have loat fust one dual meet In that .

span and captured the Westorn Lakes
both

Not too shadby, especially since Inch
Andsubbluwﬂlmnmmr(or
thelr $82300.

Part of ma reason for lheu'loo. and
F beea coach

country corch of tho year, and his tri

of standouts ' hoadline tho 1983 Ob-
serveriand  All-Area” boyl lnd glrls
€10g3 country teams.

ALL—AREA BOYS
FIRSTTEAM - - -

Chrls inch, Farmington: kxh ran the -

-all-area
cross country

fastoed time a9 this year's staia meet: His




