By C.J.Rlezk
statt writer

. From such humble beginnings . . .
~At age 11, Gary Whitener started a
, | career in golf by caddying at Western
Goif Club in Redford, He's cllmbed a
long ladder since then, but one thing
remalned consistent: It was always in
an upward dircction.

‘Whitener, who now serves as Livo-
nia's director of golf, was recently
vated president of the Michigan PGA.
For the next two years, he will guide
the state's golf program toward what
he hopes Is a brighter future.

“it's a non-compensation job, but
it's {un, it's exciting,” said Whitener,
a Farmington Hills resident. “It
doesn't take up too much of my time
because many of our mecetings are in
the winter. And {f everyone knows
what their job s, it will be very
easy.”

THERE ARE currnnuy 303 mem-
bers of the state’s PGA, wJu\ 162 ap-

50 much time off that it's changed.

cre 1 am, a munlclpal golf
course operator and I'm head of the
Michigan PGA."

WHITENER'S CAREER In_gol
was assured when he won an Evans
Scholarship, awarded to caddles on
the basls of need and scholastic
achlievement. That was In 1956, By
1960, Whitener had his bachelor of
arts degree in marketlng from Michi-
gun State and had sct in motlon his
plans for a life after college.

From 1959 through 1981, he worked
for Warren Orlick at Tam O'Shanter
Country Club in West Bloomfield. For
six years after that, Whitener was an
assistant teaching pro at Knollwood
Country Club in Frankiln.

In 1963, the clty of Livonla opened
Its first golf course, Whispering Wil
lows, They chose Whitener 1o be dl-
rector of golf. Whispering Wlllows
opened as a nine-hole course on Mes
morial Day, 1888, then expanded to
18 the following year. In 1977, the

prentices and 20 ed ap-
prentices. Full members arc golf pros
who have earned 32 credits {one cred-
it is awarded for each month of teach-
Ing under a PGA head pro} and com-
pleted two required PGA business
classes.

Apprentices have at least eight
credits and are working toward full
membershlp.

When Whitener was nurturing an
interest ln golf as a high school stu.
dent at Livonla Bentley, the game
was still considered the domala of the
wealthy.

. “Not any more,” Whitener said.
'Tv.onty -five years ago it was a rich
man's sport, but today there are so
many golf facilities and people have

clt; 1dyl Wyld Golt Course
and left It In Whitener’s charge.

His responsibilities wi)) expand
agaln, By the summer of 1987, the
clty is planning to open (ts third 18.
hole course, adjacent to Bicentennlal
Park.

Until then, his Michigan PGA du-
tles will keep him busy enough. He's
been an elected member of the execu-
tive board of the state’s PGA for 10
years, holding offices of treasurer
and first vice president, among othe
ers.

WHITENER HAS established goals
for his two-year term, with the PGA's
creed always foremost,

“Our No. 1 goal will always be the

Whitener picked to head PGA

golf

promotion of golf,” he said. "I do
have a few major goals, First, I want
to tncrease our educational opportu-
nitles to our membership. I want
more seminars In the state.

“I want to establish a long range
plannlng commission. I'd Jike to get
all the past Mlchlgan PGA presldents
Involved in this, to Improve our lm-
age, increase publlc awareness, set
future objectives.

"I'd alse llke to increase (job)
plnc-menl of our golf pros in the
state.’

According to Whitener, the state’s
PGA does not currently sponsor any
in-state seminars, so any pros Inter-
ested in certaln toplcs offered by the
natlonal PGA must travel to other

states. Whitener wants to hold faur
semlnars a year in Michlgan, with
toples ranglng from merchandising to
leasing a facility to club repalr.

“The educational opportunities, to
me, are very lmportant,” he sald.

Whitener also wants to make eer-
taln asslstant pros are aware of all
openings In the'state. “1 want to es-
tablish more member services, par-
ticularly in terms of employment,” he
explalned.

THE PUBLIC'S awareness of the
state's PGA s most acute at tourna-
ment time. The Michigan PGA apon-
sors four major events: the Michigan
PGA, the Michlgan Open, the Michi-
gan Match Play Tournament and the

Pro-Pro Best Ball tourney.
A 38-hole assistant pro's champion.
ship Is also 2 Michlgan PGA event.

Whitener can't help but be optimls-
tic when, talking about golf's future,
pafticutarly with the emergence of
more public courses Instead of pri-
vate clubs. There are problems —
he's concerncd with what he called
“sandbaggers” at pro-am tourna.
ments, amateur golfers whose handi-
cap Is much lower than they llst.

*The ultimate person respansible ls
the PGA member who brings these
people with him knowing full well
that they're lying about thelr handi-
cap,”" sald Whitener. "What's golng to
happen is the end of the pro-am.”

That's but one of the concerns fac-
ing Whitener (n the next two years.
Others will certalnly crop up.

Gary Whitener
elected stato PGA presidont
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Schooleraft College erupted for flve
second-half goals to ellminate Hinds
County (Mlss) Communlty qulege
from the NJCAA Inter-regional 8-1 at
DuPage College In Chicago Thursday.

Schooleradt colch Van Dimitrion
cailed Hinds CC a “good team, very
physlcal. This was one of the mu;hu(
games wo've played.” Forward John
Gelmist {from Livonla Stevenson) and

. defender Scott Steiner (Plymouth Sa.
lem) both went out early in the gama
and did not return,

Matt Pace and Joo Novak (Stoven-
son) picked up the acoring slack (n the
absense of Gelmisl, the Ocelots leadlng
scorer, by scoring two goals each in the
second half,

Schooleraft's Pan Ortiz got a goal
{ive minutes into the game cn ap asslst
{rom Joe Novak. Gelmizi made 1t 2-0 at
the 24-minute mark, Rick Hamers as-
sisting, and Abs Yaffal (Livonla Bent.

ley) hit a drive from 40 yards out for -

the Ocelots' third goal with five min-
utes left in the half,

Pace got tha flrat two goals of the
second half, with Randy Johnson (Sa-
lem) asalsting on the flrat. Novak got
the next two, with Hamers assiating on
the second. Kevin Sultana (Salem)
capped the scoring, with Jeff Neschich
(Saiem) assiating.

The win nl.!cd 1 's record

1 Ocelots win in region

LADY OCELOTS TIE MSU

In a defensive battle waged at mid-
fledd, Schoolerait Collega's women's
soccer team fought Michigan State
Unlversity to a 1-1 tie in its flnal regu-
lar-season gams of the scason Wednes-
day at MSU.

The Lady Ocelots, 12-3-5 and beaded
to the NJCAA tournament at Mercer -
Community College in Tnnum. NI,
Nov, 28-30, capltalized on a mistake by
the Spartan goalle to strike flrat. Imxlﬂ M
Butterfleld fed Lori Nicley moy
Athens) to make It 1-0.

Schoalcraft frustrated MSU (15-2-; SL‘

the entlro game until, with just 10 sec- =
onds teft, Fnrmlngwn Harrison md-
Michelle Wise knotted It

MSU had a 7-4 shot advantags, Im

) aot
play from xmkecper Doreen Beagle
{Livonfa Stovenson), sweeper Julle
Nowka, and defenders Sherl Wolle'
{Livonla Bentley) and Shannon Bowler *
{Livonia Ladywood). -,

The Lady Ocllots now. have thrée.
weeks until nationals, and Schooleraft
coach Ed Dudek is searching for teams
{male or female) that wish to scrimm-
age Indoors. For more feformation, call

to 11-11,

o athletic offlces at 591~
6400, Ext. 480, .

JOIN THE

SKI STAFF

If you think you'd bo a good

salosperson, wo would liko to /

Lu\‘k 16 you. Applications
aln coh

North Farmington swimmers rout Salem

This glrls swimming score may
bring [ts share of double takes: North
Farmington 104, Plymouth Salem 66.

It's not so surprising that North beat
Salem Thursday night — North Is a
godd swim team that wins a lot of
méets. But the fact that North beat Sa-
lem — a good swim team fn its own
right — by 38 polnts in the Rocks' pool
13 a little shocking.

“We got our share of firsts, that's for
sure,” North coach Pat Duthie sald.
“But I thought It would be closer than It
was, We were fortunate.”

‘The Ralders {9-2} took nine firsts in
11 events.

Marge Cramer, Cindy Cramer and
Jennifer Rowe cach brought in a palr
of firsts,

Rowe won the 200-yard freestyle
(2:01.77) and estebllshed a Salem pool
record in the 500 free with a 5:10.01.

Marge Cramer won the 50 freestyle
(26.07) and the 100 butterfly (1:03.58).
Sister Clndy captured both the 200 Indi-
vidual medley (2:18.88) and the 100
breaststroke (1:10.08).

Liz Worthen won the 100 backstroke
{1:09.11). She also swam the {Irst leg of
North's winnlng 200 medley relay
teamlng with the Cramers and Amy
Meneliley on & 2:01.25,

North's other first came in dlving as
Jennifer Smith turned a 179.45-point
performance.

Laura Shaffer won the 100 frcestyle
for Salem {57.44). She also helped her
team win the 400 {reestyle relay. She
teamed with Kristal Taylor, Karen
Dalpe and Tracy Meszarcs on a 4:00.51.

‘The Rocks are now 8-3 on the season.

CANTON 111, HARRISON 56: Diana
Roddatz and Catherlne Tucker won a
pair of events each for Farmington
Harrison, but it wasn't enough to offset

the overall strength of Plvmouth Can-

ton Thursday in the Western' Lakes

Western Dlvlalon meet.

Raddatz won the 200 free (2:07.1) and
the 500 free (5:44.2). Tucker took the 50
free (28.1) and 100 free (58.8), cdging
Canton's Lynn Massey In bath races,

Canten, though, won cverything else.

Julie Cox won the 200 IM (2:17.1) and
the 100 backstroke (1:07.1). Kellle Daily
took dlving hontors (178.5 polnts), Amy
Schmitz won the 100 butterfly (1:13.0)
and Jean McLenaghan took the 100
breaststroke (1:19.4).

Canton 13 $-3 on the season, Harrizon
38 -
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E offtnng you 28 b:mng locations inthe De-
TroftMetropolitanarea, we can offer you 105,

: "Of course, we're still !}‘tc same Corm-.
munlt\; Natk}sa}llpcople l\ou ve known and
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