By Joanne Waliszrowskl
siaft wrltor

:lllg Rop. Wilbur “Sandy” Brotherton,

U, Farmington Hills officials want
some say on location of group homes
for Tmeatally retarded persons, they
havé to develop open conununications
with meatal bealth agency offletals,

“Becnuso the law 13 belng so rigidly
interpreted and backed v, the
courts, the way (to have input) is
to get close to pecple who are
the program and attempt to work with
them,” Brotherton sald. -

Talk of Lmproved relations with

3
Placement rules
spark challenge

Continued from Page 1

“Why do some communities have
none (group homes) and others have
many? There docan't scem to be any
rhyme nor reason,"

* Dunasklss knows It's an uphill battla
forhls bill, which hes been given to the

meatally retarded In group homes,
such restrictlons will never be con-
doned, Stabenow sald.

“The conrts have scen this as a dls-
crimlnation issue, not a mental health
fssue. The next step is to 22y we bave
too many black poople, too many

atate House of Rep Meatal
Health Committee. “I think there ls
quite a bit of oppoaltion to It,” he sald.

ONE SUCH steadfast opponent 1s
state Rep, Debble Stabenow, D-Lans.
ing, who chalrs the House Mental
Health Commlttee.

“We have no Intentlon of making it
law. There is not the suppart for It in
the House Mental Health C ”

100 many Jews and too
mavy Cathollcs,” ahe said.

BUT DUNASEISS disagreed. “Idon't
think you can consider it dlscrimina-
tion at all. This is just to put some
rhyme and reason into the concept (of
group homo placement),” ho sald,

malntaina that distribu-
tion of group hdmes in Oaklend County
13 inconslatent, Although tho state mea-

1 health

Stabenow sald. “There are some real
constitatlonal concerns about it.”

One such concern ia that the Leglsla-
ture cannot Umit or restrict who is to
Qive in a particular ¢community. Res-
tricting the number of group homes La
discriminatory, Stabenow sald.

Becausa the state’s courts have re-
peatedly upheld the stato  Mental
Health Department's placement of

tal d It deem't
not want to create “mental health ghet-
tos" In communitics, sald,
that's just what's happening to some
communltles that have more than thelr
shure of group homes, while others
have few, if any,

But Stabenow said atandards, rules
and procedures established by tho state
meatal health department “makes sure
wo don’t have mental health ghettos.”

correction

A pleture of state Rep, W.V, Brother-
ton, R-Farmington, Inadvertently ran
It Mondny's paper with a story about
group Lomes for the mentally Lil poasl-
bly comlng to Farmington Hilts,

The photo is re-run today with tho
above story on Farmington Hllls want-
Ing increased say over group home
placement.

We regret any confusion.

¥

fleiala  foellng
that mental
health agencles,
such a3 MORC, do
not fully coopers
ate with local of-
1l or under-
stand residents’
{oollngs about § g
group home W.V, Brotherton
placement. Stato rep.,

THE FARMINGTON Hills City
Council decided to meet with Brother-
ton in October to discuzs mental health
agencles’ efforts, residents’ concerns
and just what say a city has in the
Pplacement of group bomes. Farming-
ton Hills has eight group homes,

“Tho council knows they are goiog to
be faced with this {(more group homes
that will cause concern 1o resldeats),”
2aid Karen Birkhols, F Hills
aslstant to the city manager. “So the
council just wanted the facta.”

Brotherton told the clty councll Jt
bas two areas of involvement when it
comes to group home placement. The
first Is to make sure that proposed
group homes will not be within a 1,500-
{foot radlus of other similar facilities.

‘The council can also show that the
physical plant or the immedlats area
around tha home could be detrimental
to the health of the residents (ln the
group bome)," sald Brotherton, In of-
fering a sccond method,

STILL, AS far as Brotherton is con-
cerned, opening the line of communica-
tions between city and mental health
officials will produce the best results.

And that's a notion city officlals are
encouraging, sald Farmington Hills
City Manager Willlam Costick. “Wo are
r.nhcauruxinx a different atttude. So
whea a home I8 proposed, they (mental
bealth officials) go out and talk with
the residents. But we don't think they
have done as good a job as they could
on that”

Mental heatth l:gency uﬂldg.:“ agree
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counties) have become actively In-
volved with alte seloction. It in a polltl-
cal Do-win situation.”
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ot automatically refect the city pro-

. “Although woe sald we would encour-
figo that, we made .no commltment,
Thers lan't a whole lot avallable on
milo roads, My

Residenta and city officlals some-

times feel MORC offlclals are Insensi.

plo feel thoy have already made up
thelr minds that peopls are against
them,” she sald.

LANOUE DIRAGREES, “I don't
think we are {nsensitive, But our goal is
to get tha homa open. A lot of times, I
belleve peopls don't trust us bocanss
wo are tha state. But this is also tha

gram is great. We feel it bas a great
deal of integrity,” LaNous sald,

Brotherton sald ho also belloves
mental bealth officlals have lost — to
some degree — thelr senaltivity to lo-
cal offlelals and reaidents.

"I bave a feeling that over a perlod
of time the burcaucrat may be a little
100 cocky and Loo impatieot,” Brother-
ton sald.

“We Intended this (group homo
placement) to be as amooth and pain-
less as possible. You have to recognlze
people’s fears. MORC needa to cooper-
ate and also o bo senaltive.”

To encourage cooperation, Brother-
ll:-l‘::k said he intends to meet with Pa-

cerns about mental health agencies' op-
parent insemsitivity to municipallties
and nefghbors. :

RESIDENTS MUST also keep an
open mind about the placement of men-

La Noue sald. menf

tally retarded adults in group homes, .
When tal health

cations with the city,” sald.Sharon
LaNous, MORC community lalson
coordinator, “Relatively few local offi-
clals (throughout Macomb and Qaklnnd

rep are on hand to
answer questions, questions are .nct
asked. ‘T think the frustration neigh-
bors have Is that they aro looking for
Ways to preveat the home from comlng
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- Are you convalescent?
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)| convenience.
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“There's pever been & cass where,
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