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AT LEFT: Patricla
Tompkins teaches
Latin at Farmington
High S8chool. 8tu-
donts from all three

Latin’s not dead

Mini cura futuri — The future,
my concern,

By Llsa Simon it. It’s not boring lke it used to be.”
staft writor Unlike the u'nd.lthnnl grammar-ori-
. ented Instruction of Latln, Crekasski
llE}l\lES M{V c’volvlng global  sald she emphasizes Roman culture,
culture of electronles and government and history.
high technology, Unfortunately, only two levels of iafiphotos

And while steps In a learn-

Ing process can be elimlnated and the

end product atll] acceptable, the short-
cut might not be academleally sound.

Farmington-area educators argue

that the study of Latln Is deslrable toa

3peak Latin 80 pereent of the day, It
{Latn) is not dead and It’s never gotng
to be dead,

“They (students) love It. 'nmy en]ny

Latin are taught at Mercy, Czckaaskl
#aid. She hopes the curriculum wlll ex-
pand to Inelude a third and fourth level.

GOOD SPELLING Is just one benefit
of Latin Czeknsskl sald, She

student's academlc portfolio, to future
success on a university campus, and to
a basie understanding of English, both
written and spoken,

Opponents of Latln instructlon argue
the no-fonger-spoken language is now
useless, that Latin (s Impractleal and
Inapplicable In today's world, and that
a student’s valuable time shouldn't be
wasted on such archaic frivollties.

“The interest Is not there on the part
of the students,” sald Lynn Nutter,
Farmington Publlc Schools asslstant

atively,
we've done everything we could (to
promote Latln Instruction) without re-
qulring it.”

A HIGH percentage of senlor high
students take at least one year of a for-
clgn language. But students and par-
ents  select courses according to
percelve importance. And many have

speaks seven languages and accredits
her lngual proweas to a solld Latln
foundation.

At Farmington High School, four lev-
cls of Latin are taught. Intereated stu-
dents are bused from both Farmlington
Harrison and North annlngwn high

Farmington Hills offers two levels of
German and no Latln, Although Lu-
theran High School East in Harper

Woods, however, offers Latln, Tae
Farmlngton Hills school staff hopes to
expand its German curriculum and add
a second language, nccordlng to gul-
dance Keith W

schools to ¢l
High School for Latin msu-ucuon

“Mythology and a little bit of every-
thing,” are Included in Latin classes,
&ceording to Farmington High instrue-
tor Patricia Thompkins,

An improvement in Latln class en-

rollmcnl has been seen in the past few

ears. “There's 4 real need for teachers
(lnun) again,” she aaid.

Thompkins, llke Czckasski, said
knowledge of Latin helps Improve both
Englhh skills and general academic

FARMINGTON SCHOOLS Superin-
tendent Lewis Schulman says he's "n
strong supporter of Latin as a forelgn
language. I'm a strong bellever In the
classles,

"Lnﬁn has lost it's effleacy,” Shul-
man continued.

While principal at Harrison, both
Latin and classieal Greek were taught,
“There hasn’t been the Interest among
students (today),” he added.

Shulman hopes tho already well-de-
veloped language currleulum in the
Farmington Schools will expand to in-

decided Latln s unlmpertant, Nutter  skills,

clude language instructlon at the mid-
sald. Lutheran High School Northwest In  dio achool, Including Latin.
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Inkwell provides news and information significantly bigher reading proficlency than stu- O/V CI/STOM
osbout Farmington-arca primary and second- dents born earller In the 10508 and'1960s.
ary schools. The column appears monthly ® Overall, there are fewer 9-year-olds today M/MJDGW
throughout the school year as part of the Ob- who are educationally at risk because they lack ru-
server’s “School Popge Send netws items to: dimentary reading skills. But four times as many
‘The School Page, Farmington Observer, 33203 black 9-year-olds as white 9-year-olds are reading
Grand River, Farmington 48024, Includc a tcle- below rudlmentary levels, FA SH/”NS
phone number where a contact person can be ‘The NAEP report found increnses in the amount
reached during the day. of homework asslgned, but decreases in the amount

of reading materinl avallable in students’ homes,

@ GIFT DONATED

‘Tue Farmington Board of Education has accept- © AGREEMENT SET
ed a glft of $2,100 for the Farmington Training ‘The Farmington Board of Education approved a
Center from the Knights of Columbus, St. Francis one-year consortfum with Clarenceville Publie
Counctl No. 4401, Farmington HIlls. Schools Nov. 5. The agreement will allow coopera- Sove 40%

@ UPDATING PLANNED
“The machine tool program at Farmingtos Harrl-
son High School will ba updated through the pur-

tive submisalon of grant money for both district
gifted programs.

Money obtained under Section 47 of the State Ed-
ucation Act will be used for program pu\na!ug and

chase of a new $12,815 staff regtment of you thoes Decorama
mx;_t;:l;mlllng m%ﬂ:{m 4 Local districts are cliglble to mcc.lve 153 per stu- gu\u |‘Mm oy spealicavm
maney from the district’s capital needs account for l‘f&;:"‘ up to 5 percent of a district's student popu- M;la:and'::? ﬂz;;: :&ﬁ g

the purchase of the tralner, od v .
Sehooloflclals bought il ploce of il g A TIONAL RECOGNITION et
ment last February for North Farmington High Farmington Public Schools’ writing program Liehska and quted thiow bed
ool received natlonal attention Oct. 7 [n an Education spreats Shoun s S13) e
© READING GAINS USA article. s3t0 uaed dapay, inJ wids
‘The Jatest National Asscssment of Educational District writing coordinator John Barreit was 10~ fikshed width by 80" fiished
Propm offers “ample for for use of his. hoght Reg $243, sale 14480,
llc confldence In puhllc education,” the National Basls for the program is “not to correct every Meract” top bnatmeet, ng. 376,
uuuon Association sal crror in a student’s paper,” but to malntain an an- w0 8180, “Scwpturd” thoped
But, added NEA Pruldem Mary Hatwood Fu- nual student folder, keeping a full year's writing Uebacks, reg. $60, swle 433,
trell, schools need to do more to upgrade the read- asajgnments. Seve on By, thedos
ing skills of all students, ‘The manngement system allows teachers to andhardwn.
‘The new findlngs, from the National Assessment focus on one writlng skill at & time, golng back to A% off Hzver Suflo®

of Educational Progress (NAEP), disclose that 9-, address others as needed. 1 osen Mﬂ"*’m

18- and 17-year-old schoo! chlldren were reading The program waa borrowed from John Colling, a . m".’ M“‘
belmrlnliaﬂhlnlnﬂﬂ Mnnn&ueﬁ.lmumher. mmm:m'mmr
'NEA [a heartened by this news that millions of g T~ vl B

the natlon’s youngsters, including black and ° GUPEHVIBOH APPOINTED % off Kech cuctom Vorzal®

Hispanlc students, are reading better,” Futrell sald.
- “And we agree with National Am;nmt'l conclu-
sion that, while the galns for minority chlldren can-

ruperviwr lar?-mlnnm mu: Schoou.
Dec. 1. A

not be disputed, there ia no basls for relaxing ef- nhxrdlhvmlunononp-
foris to make equal educational opportunlty & reall- pumu Shc holdl a master's degreo In her arca
ty for all chlldren.” aod has P teaching

Accordling to the National Assessment of Educa- .

tlonal Progress (NAEF) results, desplte galns by

minority children, the average reading pmﬁdmcy M

'ﬂm typical elementary-aga cbild, Futrell nld.
spends zysptn 30 hours a week watching TV, accord-
ing to & recent Temple Unlveraity survey. -

Other highlights from the new NAEP report:

® For tho first time since tho assessment began,
17-year-olds showod improvement.

@ Students who do comparatively better atage ¢ '

seem t6 maintain that advantage at ages 13 and 17,
@ Students born {n the mid- to lato 1960a have

impalred children.

Also In new positions are: Gary Gaffner, adaptiva
physical education teacher at East Middle
Flanders Elementary schools; Myrna orth,
science teacher alde; Debble Enm. teacher/office
nmn at Beechview Elementary; Bonnle Mclaren,

ecommting elerk for food service and accounts pay-
.ble; Triah Nalo, bilingual alde at East Middle
School; Nadene Polish, teacher llde for tha gifted
program at and Fland
and Marle Thompeon, reading lpodnun alde at
East Mlddle School.

@ BID AWARDED

Sheridan Comnstruction of Garden Clty war
awarded low bid of $173,178 for the renovation/
addition to Farmington Public Schools’ transporta-
tion facility.

Money will be taken from the uplml lmpmve-
ment account.

Farmington High senlors Bnlay'!!rown (lott),
Corolyn Morar (foraground) ar Rob Holan

Latin oludents.
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H T Farmington senlor
in local schools e
B FHS, “Mythology and
H . a little bit of every-
. Ez uno disce omnes — From one “Latln |3 not a dead language,” sald ! thing” are included
; thing, learn everything. Raya Crerkasskl, an Instructor of four In Latin clesses,
. In omnia paratus — Prepared for  languages, including Latin, at Mercy Thompkins sald.

! everything. High School in Farmlngton Hllls, “You




