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By Loulso Okrutsky
stalf wrltor

HIRD GRADERS at Fland-
ers Elementary School
have some new class-
mates thls year, Cute ani-

mal puppets named Buttons, Bows,
Myth Mary and Donovan Dignlty
tell their ncw fricnds about drugs
and alcche) as part of @ pilot pro-
gram to counteract in the classroomn
attitudes chlldren could plek up on
the street.

The seven-week program, Begin-
ning Alcobol and Addictlon Basic
Education Studies (BABES), was de-
veloped In 1979 under the auspices
of the National Council on Alcohol-
Lsm to educate children as young as
preschool age about all manner of
drug abuse.

Local organizera want the pllot

program, now Ln lts accond year, to
avenlmlly inclode | third-grade
classes throughout the Farmington
Public School system and Qur Lady
of Sorrows Elementary School.

Flanders was chosen as the pllot
site as a matter of convenicncd be-
cause [t hus only onc third-grade
class,

“I felt it was something that
would be helpful to the youngsters,”
said Flanders princlpal Frank De-

lewsky. “‘As you read the papers and
watch television, you know it's a
very serlous problem In our country.
All ehildren should have some back-
ground to help them later in life so
they'll know how to say no to peer
pressure.'

More than 30,000 chlldren across
the state have particlpated in the
program. Not only has It been of-
fered throughout the natlon, It's
been seen In about stx other coun-
tries as well.

Each scsslon is devated to more
than instructing youngsters to say
no to all drugs. Discussions center
around such questions as “What
does an alcoholic look Lke?” “He's
bumplng Into things. He's drowsy,”
answers a chlld.

“But when he isn't drinking,
continues program coordinator Jane
Relser Willlams, “he looks like . . .
" "Jun a normal pe.mn," chimes in
amall volce,

Wil!hms Is cducation director of
the Farmington Area Advisory
Councll which, along with the schoo}
system, sponsors the program. It's
2!s0 supported by Farmington Fam-
llies In Action.

Sittlng on the carpeted steps In
Fiander's medla center, aho looks at
the group of students at the foot of
the steps, obviously pleased the

Learning tho reasona they ehould say no to alcohol and drugs are third grade
studants at Flanders Elomontary S8chool. Mombars of the pilot program now In

point's been put across. She wanta
students to emerge from the pro-
gram with the attitude that the al-
cohollc is an ill person who can
come from all levels of the soclal
and economic strata.

“Statistics show that one chlld In
five llves with an alcoholic in the
home. Some of them have chemical-
1y dependant older brothers or als-
ters. A lot of them say their brother
or slster or even the baby sltter
gave them thelr first 2ip of beer or
their flrst marijuana clgarette. Our
goal 1s prevention and identlfica-
don.”

TO THAT END, chlldren use a se-
ries of handouts depleting the pro-
gram's puppet characters, which
they can eolor in later on. There ara
homework assignments such as list-
ing the people to whom a child can
turn if they're faced with a family
member with a drug problem or any
other difficulty.

“If you thiok there's an alcoholic
in your famlly you can talk to a
mother or a father. If you can't talk
ta them, then a rabbl or a minister
or someono In your school,” Relser
Willlams [nstructs.

““You can talk to a doctor,” a boy
voluntesrs,

“You can,” Relser Williams said

G
RANDY BORST/staff photographer

Its sacond yoar are: {from loft) Brent Johnson, Curri Owen, Deznna Kitzman,
third grado toscher Eleanors Twardy, Phililp Glovannint, 8tophon Scanlo.

ment to see a doctor. You need
somcone to drive you there. You
want someene who's nearer than
that. Someone you know and can
talk to caslly.”

More than teaching them bow to
react to an alcoholic, the program
aims at promoting the abllity to
cope with daily problems and to re-
alize that asking for help (sn't weak-
ness. “Retreat isn't defeat” the
group pecltes. “Failure lao’t flnal."

The class listens to the atory of
Bows, a kitten who's baving a tough
time with math, and her brother,
Buttons, who understands the les.
son. Bows s afrald to ask for help.
Myth Mary, a squlrrel who espouses
every popular .misconception tells
bher that “strong pecpla don't ask for
help.” But Donovan Dignity, an old
owl tells Mary “It's dumb not to
sk, Recovering Reggie chimes in
that he did ask for help when he
necded it [n {lghting b!.l drinklng
problem.

Mnerwu\i the children retell the
atory using hand puppets. “The first
year, we started out with the pup-
peta but thoy captured too much at-
tentlon,” Relser Williams safd, This
year, she brings out the puppets lat-
er In the program to kecp students’
attentlon on the fesson,

The program Is havlog a more

slowly, “but you nced an appolat-

School’s pilot program blasts drug myths

‘I feit it was something that would be
helpful to the children. As you read the
papers and walch television, you know
it's a very gerilous problem in our )
country. All children should have some
background to help them later in life so
they'll know how to say no to peer

‘pressure.’ .

— Frank Delowaky
principal

Flandars Elemon tery School

dlfficult time reaching adults than
children. Although Reiser Williams
sald there are definlte plans to ex-
pnnd into ‘other achools, F:rmlng-
ton’s BABES program hu a’ grand

total of three volunteern. “We wonld
Uke 12 pecple” Relser Willlams
sald, *“They must have a commit-
' ment and good ll.utude 'mu.rd the
prvgrm. ”

ln the program. Farmington Area

Advisory Council foota the approxi-
mately $200 per volunteer. trainlng
fee while the leiua’hn Public
Schools purchases the program kit
ul nbout $240.: Two !nlnen share

Volunbeen must. bu ulu.ll: and - .

muam‘t Lo

non-parents. They hava & grea!

myths
should be reluctant to condemn ll-
coholles outright.

Since tralning volunteers Ia an ex-
penslvo proposition, each person Is
roquired to dovote at least one year

4
In children,” she said. Par-

" ents won't be placed in tho same

schools ax thelr chitdren.

Persons who want to vol\mle»r
should call Refser Willlams at 477-
6767 or Betty Nicola! at 851-8565.

.

police/fire calls

Listed below are some of the Farmington-arcs police and
fire calls received during the past week:

@ SUSPECT NABBED
A Detroit man allegedly robbed a gas station attendant at gun-
polnl outside a bank night depasltory early Thursday.
gned Thursday before District Judge Mnrgnm Schaelfer
of Fnrmlngton Carlos V. Lane, 21, of Qak Park stood mute to ane
count of assault with intent to rob while armed. Convictlon of the
. felony could bring a maximum penalty of life in prison. Cash bond
was set at $10,000 peading a prellminary examination In 47th Dls-
trict Court.

According to Farmington Hills Police, the 25-year-old gas at-
tendant was dellvering statlon recelpts at the night deposltory at
Manufacturers Natlonnl Bank, 20305 Orchard Lake, when a man
suddenly appeared from behind bushes.

At gunpoint, the man ordered-the attendant to drop lhu money
bag. As she ran, screaming, to a ncarby store, he didn't notice she
had dropped the money bag near her car. The money was recoy-

ered.

Mcanwhile, the gunman fled on foot to the west. A set of hand-
cuffs was found in the bushea where the gunman had emerged.

After hearing a deseription of the gunman, Otficer Charles Ro-
‘yum stopped Lane, who was waiking along nearby Lorikay. A
short-barreled rifle was found in a bush at a hmuc on that strent.
An empty handcull box was found in the glove compartment of
Lano's car, parked 1o a shopplng center lot across from the bank.
Lano is a former employee of the gas station where the robbery
victim worka, accordlng to police.

® COMPOSITEDRAWN. -

A compaalte drawing ias been made of the man who acted as if
he bad a gun while robblng the Wendy’s Old-Fashioned Hamburg-
ers restaurant at 27620 Elght Mile of $104 Nov. 4

According to a Farmington Hills police report, & mlnnv;bo

A composite drawing
hzas becn mede of the
man who acted as if
he had a gun while
robbing the Wendy's
Old-Feshioned Ham-
burgors restaurant at
27620 Elght Mile of
$104 Nov. 4, The gun-
man has been deo-
scribed as white, 5
foot 8 and 130
pounda, with hazel
oyss, dirty blond,
shoulder-length halr,
& sfim buiid and me-
dium skin tone. He
was ring & tan
suede or rough leath-
er walst-length Jack-
ot

© TEENS TICKETED

Four teen-dgers were ticketed for allegedly sniffing nitrous ox-
ide, often Inhaled to get a high, according to a Farmington Hills
polico report.

‘The toens — ages 16 and 17 — wern In the parking lot of Putt 'n'
Games, 30749 Grand River, when ticketed Tucsday night. Pollce
selzed alx spent nitrous oxide capsules, one box of 18 full nitrous
oxlde capsules and one batloon belleved used to snlff nitrous oxlde.

] CAR BOMB
A S¥-year-ld Uslon Lake man wan bospitallzed Nov. 12 when an

appeared tense approached the counter. When an
npm order was “for here or to go," he answered, “lo ;n, geu bag

* and put the money in it No gun was scen, but the man kept his .

hands in his jacket ets, waving them as Uf bo haqd a gun. The
" man was dugrlbed WL: mlndd 2Ds.tMtcr the employee complied
e uest, the fled on
.'mh :!‘gunmqmnt‘wu m as white, 8-5 and 130 pounds, with
*"hazel eyes, dirty blonde, shoulderlength hair, a sllm
. medlum skin tone. He was wearlng a tan suede or “rough leather
walst- m:gm jacket.

Ve WINDOWS sHoro'u1'

Windows at a baok branch and a Montessori center ters shot

bulld and *

In bis car as he drove south on Heggerty, near
13 Mﬂe, nccordlnzu:’a Novl Police. from

vnhld- "The injured man walked to vaidm Halplhl’l Novt
- Center, where he was ad;

Later, to Prov-
idenca Hospltal In Sonthfield for lnnher txulmml. Farmington

Hills Pollce asslsicd at the scena,
Novt Pouaomlnwsuuung.

@ 8CHOOL A{RSDN :
Three cases o n:ouml.nckenn(l?nmln‘w High Sebool
rted Nov, 11-13, . m o

Repeat of a Sellout!

lot imraediato dtlln:fy in [ Teatheor. O

'vhmauyl‘

sectionals and cluls oo sls .
Sarry, o phona orier)

repol

R
3 volved two Tockets and were all b

schioo} school nl(lcl.lh wldﬁ'lllg:l.m Y

': outlnpmlblynhmdmahmulm Mondnynlghl,
tos
' mﬁemg:tol“mmmmwmymuhwuamqnd
+ the bank also were shot out. Damage was estimated at $430.
+ A glas door at Maria Moa! cmq,azsoonmu.wuma
! m.eln!BElgun Damago was estimatbd at'§500. -
: In chuse.BBswmlnundlodaadlnmm L

Farmington Hilla report. .
‘A double-pano wmaf:v at Standard Federal Bank, 32920 13 Mile,

© ALLEGED B&!
A 2i-year-old Fy Hills mag afl

stold
oquipment from tha pesidence of another ruxwat at Mnlrwood
pmeuu early Tharsday. . .
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