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Group offers chi

By Lori Gl
spoclal wrltor

Speaklng to a group of 100 Parent
‘Teacher Assoclatlon (PTA) members In
Rochester, Marle Edenstrum, founder
of Kids Everywhere Now Need You
(KENNY), sald, “The emotlons you go
through when your chlld Is missing, no
matter what age or for how long, can-
not be deseribed in words.”

KENNY, a public awareness group
to help protect children {rom abduc-
tion, was founded by Edenstrum In
memory of her 14-year-old son Kenny
Myers, who on July 16, 1984, was kid-
napped while riding his bicyele.

Two days later his body was found in
Hines Park In Westland.

The maln goal of the organization
she sald Ls to educate the public in the
preventlon of not only abductlon, but
also the molestation of children. It is a
non-profit organization funded by pri-
vate donatlons and fund-raisers,

“Edenstrum told the group of con- °

cerned parents, “It is the public's re-
sponsibitity to watch our chlldren,

“'We are a non-prolit organlzation be-
cause I believe child safety shuuld not
cost anything.”

SHE SAID she started KENNY to
vent her anger about what had hap-
pened to her son.

Edenstrum wag part of a pane] dls-
cussion at the PTA’s Reglon D {al]
workshop held at West Junior High
School In Rochester Hills.

Flve expert speakers joined the ses-
sion cxplaining to the audience the
problem of abducted and runaway chll-
dren and what Is belng done about It at
the state and local level. A question and
answer period followed.

The speakers included Doak Bloss of

missing and exploited children Is a
statewide PTA goal,

Edcenstrum spends at least flve days
a week speaking to school, communlty,
church and clvic groups concemning
safety precautions and child safety
tips.

p“Wc work closely with the Adam
Walsh Child Resource Center. The
methods we use to teach children of all
ages safety with strangers do not
frighten them,” she said.

KENNY PROVIDES adult tralning
techniques that enable them to teach
children safety rules wilth strangers.
E 1

y and pf h
tlons are also avallable.

them to recognize a potentinlly danger-
ous sliuntion and how to cope with It.

s more than just a public
awareness group, Edenstrum  ex-
plalned, members offer support for
Iamllles and friends of misasing per-

sons,

Most recently, she sald they were in
contact with the Moore family when
thelr son, Shawn, was abducted and
murdered last month,

"“The only thing you can do s offer
the family emotlonal suppart znd let
them know you're there If they need
you,” said Edenstrum.

Not content’ to fight the battle of
child safety alone, Edenstrum is asking
help from Lansing. According to Judy

the Michigan Center for
Judy Reynolds, an alde to state Rep.
Mary Brown (R-Kalamazoo), Mark
Woliung, the Rochester Pollee Depart-
ment's lialson officer to the communlty
schools; and Mary Jane Ciple, chair of
the PTA’s Missing Chlldren Commlitee.

The all-day workshop, entltled “Car-
Ing and Sharing,” Included mcmbers
from Southeastern Michlgan. Helping

Hills seeks to solve
drainage problems

Contintied from Pago 1

charge storm water by the road curb,
sald Tom Blasell, dircetor of the clty's
public services department. In cases of
beavy ralafall, the dlscharge is tempo-
rary and not that great. But problems
arlse fn areas that have a lot of under-
ground water where the sump pumps
are always operating and spltting wa-
ter onto the streets and sidewnlks or
nelghbors’ yards, Blasell sald,

“IT IS JUST llke you are bulldlng an
lee fountaln,” Blascll snid, referring to
storm water discharge during the win-
ter. "“Thls, of course, ls a hazard on the
road ltself.”

tion,* Blasell said. In nelghborhoods
where storm sewers cxlst, homeowners
can connect thelr sump pumps (o the
system providing the distance isn't too
great,

In other cases, homeowners can
“redirect 1t to another area where It
won't cause a problem,* Biasell sald.
Costlck also suggested regrading the
{and, or bullding a “rockwell” — a six-
foot hole filled with rocks — to accom-
modate the excess water,

Although city officials are aware
that some sump pumps are directly
connected with sanitary sewers, Cos-
tick sald there’s no way to determine
where that i3 occurrlng because it Is
under the b, D storm

Optlons to
whose sump pumps are not connected
to storm sewers, “depend on the situa-

water through the sanjtary sewer is
Illegal and costly for the city, he said,
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been the subject of much controversy
and coneern at the state capitol.

THE PACKAGE, which includes nine
separate bllls, Is designed to provide
greater praotectlon for children.

The leglalation includes allowlng the
use of videotape In court proceedinga
for minors, revised penalties for child
cruelty and torture, revised penaltfes
for salleltation of minors in certain
crimes and making in-state kidnapplng
a felony,

Along with the problem of abducted
children, the runaway issuc was also
addressed by the panel. Doak Bloss and
Mark Woliung hlamed tack of commu-

protection suggestions

;nutkm 13 the biggest part of the prob-
em. . .

*“The community {s partlally at fault
because they don't listen to the kids.
We have to learn to take Ume and lis-
ten to them. Runaways are not a
unlque problem, and 1t ks ono that is not
going to go away. It nceds to be ad-
dressed now,” sald Wollung, who works
full time In the Rochester communlty
secondary schools as pollee llalson.

Bloss added, “Communication is our
maln goal, It is time to throw out the
term runaways and refer to them hls"
as missing children.”
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. For nearly a hundred years, the Statue of Liberty s

stuxkd un the edye of the New Waorld, Americal most pow-

erful symbol of freedom and hope. Today the Rages of

i  centary of weather and pollution have left their

orision has eaten away at the iron framework.
ontinue to appear in the copper sheels that

form the exterior. )

Less than s mile'ioway, on Ellis Island where the ances-
tors of nearly half of all Anierisins finst stepped onto
American sail, the Great Hall of the Immigration Center
is o hollow ruin. Roonts ine vindalized, passagieways over
grown with vegetation, walls crumbling in decay.

. Inspiring plans have been developed to restore the
Statue and o create at Ellis Island a living mopument o
tha ethnic diversity of this country of immigrants. But
unless restoration is begun pow, ceremonies marking the
fiundredth snn; ies of these two landmarks in :
Americak lwnl:iu{- could be held in commemoration of 10

0 s needed to carry o
work is needed now, - “') ut
All of the money must come from private donatio N .
the federal government is not raising the funds. This is. . o
sistent with the origins of the Statue. The French 8 ‘B
. people themselves paid for its creation, And thousands
of American school children contributed to its construg-
tion and to the pedestal. PR
. The Stalue of Liberty-Ellis Island Céntennial Commis.
sion appainted by President Reagan is aski -
American business, eve rican citizen to join in
¢ these funds. The torch of liberty is everyone's to cherish:
Could wé hold up our heads as Amernicans if we allowed: ¢+
the time ta come when she can'no longer hold up hers?
One hundred years ago school children gave tﬁeir petini
put her up. Your doltars can keep her from falling down.
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