Absurdities point way to truth

IN SPITE of al] our sophistication, there [z a broad
streak of the absurd right In the middle of much of
our behavlor, even at those polnts where we think we
are being most serlous.

T bring to your attentlon Robert Short’s “The
Parables of Peanuts” for contemporary examples of
our human absurditles.

1n the first {llustration, Charlie Brown, Linus and
Schroeder are looking at a rifle with flxed bayonet.
Linus says: "Gec, Is that ever slick!" -

In the second frame, Schroeder is holding the
bayonet in attack positlon, making the proper facial
contortlons and obvlously growling out the
animalistic sound that the drilt instructor teaches
soldiers to make In a basic training bayonet drill,

In the concluding two frames of the strlp, Linus,
who was observing all of thls, sald to Charlie Brown,
“Gee, I wish Ihad one of those . , . I'm always
{ntrigued by educatlonal toys!"

DO YOU conslder thls absurd? The real absurdity
of Linus' withall s is

Y P Y culture.
Our society features blood and violence on the
televislon screen a hundred times a week, portrays
acts of assualt and killing in the mast popular of
mavies, assures the distributlon of hand guns to
masses of its cltlzenery without i and then
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posted In every achoo) corridor, the cycle of violence
will continue unlesa we address its basic causes,

The second episode which struck me in Peanuts
describes a conversation between Lucy and Charlle
Brown. Lucy declares n the opening frame, “I want
to talk to you, Charlie Brown . . . As your sister’s
consulting psychiatrist, I must put the blame for her
{fears on you!"

“On me?” exclatms Charlle Brown. “Yes,” sa;
Lucy, “on you. Each genratlon must be able to blame
the previous generatlon for its problema. , , It
geoem'l solve anythlng, but it makes us all feel

ter.”

ABSURD? Perhaps. But consider how often our
insights concerning the effect of the past on the
present, whether psychologica), soclological,
cconomle or potltical, are used as an excuse to avold

n
13 shocked by shooting and murder in the publlc high
schools.
In our time, guns have become “cducational toys”
and killing a national sport. Even if police were

Products in

I've been notleing a lot of products in the mavies
receatly. I thaught they coulda’t show product bames
like that?

What you'r seelng In the movies Is a new form of
advertlsing catled “product placement,” which
began §n the Jate 1970s. Here's how product
placement works: Manufacturers pay a retainer
(usually beginning at $25,000 and up yearly) to a
product placement firm which reviews dozens of
seripts yearly with the idea of highlighting onc of
thelr firms’ clients, the manufacturer.

Freq y the packaging firm repr
will meet with {llm producers and writers and
rework film seencs to include shots of their cllents'
product(s). The film company can then borrow
“props"” from the product packaging firm's extensive
Inventory.

Usually no money Is exchanged between the

er and the {llm pany. the
grocery store scene In " The Big Chili”? Frominently
displayed In the top of the grocery basket was a slx
pack of Coca-Cola.

IT'S NOT always successful, though. If the
product scene ends up cut from the {inal film —
usually the fec is returncd. One product packaging
flrm describes Its services this way:

“Because the movle-golng audience walks (nto the
theatre wanting to be entertained, they walk in with
an open mind, Particlpating at their own discretion
then, the audlence views products assoclated with
the enter openly and ly."

Sociologists state that this form of advertising Is
so powerful because most people don't think about

Anctber of the )
thousands /’ M
to choose from A [l ISR
Storowids Sale
Gy Y e

Woodward South of 12 Mile, Royal Qak  343-3300

T g

We blame our failures 0{! our parents, who
Instilled In us complexes and neuroses; we blame the
cold war on political leaders no longer among the
living: we blame the deflcit on the prior
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‘The people who get on in
this world are the people
who get up and look for the
circumstances thay want,
and if they can't find them,
make them.’

— Goorgo Bernard Shaw

administration; we blame today’s racla) tenslons on
the aftermath of the Civll War. .

No person wlll succeed in any enterprise untll he
takes responslbllity for his cholces and
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vblun'teers

Anyone iriterested in dofnig
volunteer work, but not sure
where hissher skiils could best be
used, should contact the Oakland
COYMV Volunteer Bureau, which
has a list of voluniteer "
opportunities from more than
200 agencies. Phone 6427212,

1OME COMPANION —

that upon the consequences of those cholces his
destiny will depend. .

NO GENERATION (n human history will succeed
In solving its problems unless It simijarly takes .
T {or finding and impl mcaning
{ul solutlons and thoughtful alternatives. .

“People,” wrote Ueorge Bernard Shaw, “aro
always blamlng thelr elrcumstances for what they

* aro. I can's belleve In elreumstances. The people who

get on In thls world are the people who get up and
look for the circumstances they want, and If they
can't find them, make them.*

As we encounter the absurditles of life, we can
discover the saving truths of human existence.

cause a second problem, With many films being sold
10 television — where llquor advertising is banned —
scenes showlog particular alcohol produets are
silently condoned to those watching.

In some cases products used In a fllm are credited
— but usually at the end while the audience §s
leaving the theatre, Suggestions have been made to
ihm:v what products paid to be in the {fllm at the

the fact that it is ndvcnisihg. Viewer recall is also
higher than you might think.

IN 1962 when a movle audicnce was questioned
upon leaving the theatre, the recall rates ran from 12
pereent 10 87 percent. Even 12 percent Is a high
number of people when you're talklag about box
office hits.

According to the Motion Picture Associatlon of
Amerlca, in August 1984, 36 percent of the natlon's
moviegoers were between 12 and 20 — while making
up only 18 percent of the population,

‘Young people belleve advertising and it can even
become a role model for them, Consequently when a
scene has been “worked™ to make the product seema
“natural® part of the film, the audience may
unconsclously Hnk the product (whether It be
sodapop, clgarettes, beer or even designer Jeans as in
“Back to the Future”) with the star who they see
using the product. You'il also notlce the product is
never used by the “had guy" or in a disparaging way.

THESE PRODUCT placements regarding liquor

Kitchen Cabinets

Genuine Amish Made
Priced for Evory Budget

Cabinets & Fumiture in Soiid Oax, Cheery, Birch
A Wainut, Formice Cabinets and Bath Vadities

Ail Types of Remodeling
Completa design service '
for Do-ii-Youraed or
Installation on Requeet
=.

Houre: 108 Moa Frd + 109 Sat.
533-5033

14204 Telegraph  Red. Twp.

- off-white tabrlq shade. He}
' Was*150.85

. Dellcqt'e 12
night atand

Contemporary base of mouthblown
and handcut crystal, Pleated
off-white fabrlc shade. Helght 31". .

'OUR SALE PRICE 99.95

Traditional shape. Mouthblown and
handcut crystal base. Pleated

/OUR SALE PRICE $99.95

THE ELEGANCE OF FINE CRYSTAL
«.At An Amazingly Affordable Price!

We offer a choice of three styles in
imported lead crystal '

Was #159.95

ght 32",

"lhnip. Perfect for \;anlty‘.. =
orsmalltable, .= . ¢

of the fiim, Perhaps these credlts would
point out to the movle audience that these products
are not the star’s cholce.

For addresses where you can wrlte to express your
opinjon about product placement advertlsing, send a
self-addressed, stamped envelope to Concern at the
address below,

Address mail to The Consumer Mailbag,
Concern Detroit, 1025 Shelby, Detroit, M1 48226,
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New-town dllemmas fade after a WEL-
COME WAGON call,

As your hostess, it’s my {ob to holp you
make the mgst of your new neighborhood.
QOur shopping areas. Community opportu-
nitles. Speclal attractions, Losts of facts to
save you time and money. Plus a basket of *
gifta for your famlly. I'lt be lstening for your

SHeaie o,

.. CALL

356-7720

"PERFECT FIT QUARANT
PRNET QUALITY you €30 Dy #1 *CiroétAromihar -
Wml-’hmll‘lwlm

" ALL FABRICS & 81258

Michi Cancer F

needs many sensitive, caring
volunteers, age 18 and up, to
serve as home companions and
help with activities of daily
living, ete. Three hours a week,
day or evening. Training. Phone
642:7272.

GALLERY ATTENDANT —
Hanest, courteous and helpful
are the traits sought in a
volunteer, over 18 years of age, to
staff art gallery for Waterford
Friends of the Arts. Will answer
phone and questions from
visitors, ete. Times are 144 pm.
Monday-Thursday, three weeks
per month from Gctober through

Need for companions

May. Phone 642-7272.

ASSISTANT REGISTAR —
Well-organized volunteer is
sought by the Troy Museum fivile
to asaist with inventory of )
artifacts. No experience '
necessary. Times are §a.m. to
5:30 p.m. Tuesday through
Thursday, Guild also is tooking .
Jor others with graphics or art
background 10 assist in -
construction of exhibitsand
production of graphics for
newsletter from9am.toSpm. -
Thursday through Saturday.
Phone 642.7272.

LEGAL RECEPTIONIST —

* Southfield Human Resourcesis ~

secking a volunteer who likes
working with people and .
speaking on the phone to serveas |
tegal aid program receptionist.
Will check clients in, announce
clients and have them filtout -
feedback sheet after apointment.
Two hours, one Tuesdoy evening »
a month, Phone 642-.7272. . . i3

Persons interested In enrolling in
©Oakland Community College’s Practi-
cal Nurse Educatlon Program must
demonstrate math and reading profl-
ciency for admlsslon 1o the program,
based at the southeast campus.

To do 5o, prospectlve students must
complete the practica) nursing pro-
gram pretest, The exam may be taken

from 2-4 p.m. on Mondays and Fridays

- Practical nurse testing at OCC -

through the winter semester, For ¢om:

plete {nformation, call the OCC Alljed
Health Deparument between 9 a.m. and

4 p.m. at 852-2671. .

OCC's practlcal nurslag program is a
ing to & certl.
plete the pro-
gram-dre cliglvle to take the Michigan
Boird of Nursing practical nurse éx-

one-year-curricnium Jea
ficate.\Thase who%m

gmtnation for licensure,. - -

[ ANTIQUE AUCTION
' - Friday, Novémber 22 — 7. p.m.
. Saturday, November 23 — 12 Noon ..
" At our Galleries: 825 WOODWARD AVE,. PONTIAC. M
EEA:I'URI-I;YEIAA \Vldf V:de

ty of International Antiques,
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expirlng consignments. 'THIS
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* Dining’ Table; 8 Mah
. Sideboard, Chippendal
. Drawers, Curios, etc:,

Baxes, Lap desks; et
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" November 22, 10

om., .
England diveried to Detroit lor immediate auction to, satisfy
creditors both in the U.S. -m.iA 5’3}%’"‘ with: edditlons f;
DEALERS OR QZOFLECTORS OF ENGLISH OR ORIENTAL
ENGLISH & CONTINENTAL PORCELAINS: “Doulion: Slit- -
ers..Carlton Lustreware, French Coraline, Limi
. Crown Devon Lustreware, Royal Doidltan Flimbe,
Crown Derby, George Jones, Royal Wercester, Coalporr, etc
*;ORIENTALIA: Chinese Expori, Kutant. Imart. Nogiaks,
Cloisonine, Toa Kwang, Pliques. voties, Hardsones, eic. i
- -FURNITURE: Hepplewhité Work Table!
Table, Regency.
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esk;

rom
ON 1S A MUST. FOR-

e, Fatence, Old Paris,
Ridgeways: Royal

Chairs, A
Chip,

oy
t




