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Davidson finds
new ‘net’ worth

ACE IT: What prompts me to write about
athletes and the public — that's you —
to read about them i that wo once
were, or wish we still were, or pray we

could be, ns tadented,

The prowess displayed in any athletic
endeavor never fails to amave onlookers. Thelr
dealre to follaw the carcers of thess athletes [y
‘what keeps me working,

But one misconception should ba corrected. It
Is generally belleved that athletes survive on
kil alone, that thelr spced afoot or their
uneanny ability to swish a ball through a hoop is
what makes them superior.

That's not true. It is truc that thooa phyaical
kllls can start them on a ladder toward athletle
sucess. But the higher they elimb, the less
differcnce thefr skllls make. Onco an athlete
reaches the upper echelons of athletics, say
coltege-leve), abllity alone won't cut It.

T TAKES [ntelligence. Call it mental
toughness if you will, or gam:

csmanshlp, or &

winning attitude. Call it whnlevcr you wish, but
realize that the drive to succeed Is as Imporl.nnt
2 the phyaical skills,

Kelly Davidson
provides a case in

L
A year ago,
Davidson played her

apother,

Her abllity was
pever {n doubt. But
her outlook was,
Davidson was

g {roma

Kelly
sufferin;
malady that'a become Increasingly famlliar in

the world of

“I was sick of it,” she sald. “T barely played
(st sunmer), compared to what 1 usunlly did. T
‘was going downhill, and I was never bome, all
the travel and stuff."

sports: burnout.

DAVIDSON PLAYED one national
tournament the summer of 1984 between ber
junlor and scalor years at Harrison. She didn't

“High school is different,” she sald. “There
Was 0o pressure, and that's whn I wanted to get
away from.”

David.-on wes all-stats ang finishad among the
top four singles players lo the Clasa A
tournament three straight years, although she
never advanced past the semifinals. When her
scnlor scason ended, she was almost ready to
glvo up her tennis career.

But Wayne Jackson, who worked with
Davidson at the West Bloomfield Racquet Clob,
convineed her to consider attending the
University of Alabama and playing tenals for
Crimson Tide coach Karin Gaiser, Davidson
visited Alabamz, 25 well zs the Unlvu-my of
Arixona and Michigan State.

She optod for Alabama.

‘WHAT CHANGED ber mind?

*Tha schodl, the team, tho whole athlctic
department, the coach,” Davidson zald. “I took
that year off and it helped. I feel much better

DO, .
“Last year, I was not good — espocially m;
nmtnde. 1 {eel a 1ot more confldent now.”
credits Gaiser with her meatal
mjwmﬂm “Bafore, when I started Ic:l.nz. Trd
really get down on myself, especlally it
thonght I was playing bad. And that wwld]n:t
t worse,
“This year 'm diffecent. I havo n more
peaitlvn attitude, which Karin is helping me

Davldwn 's improved ouunok has hrjped ber
‘overcome somo other obstacles at Alabama,
including skills that slipped somewhat after her
sell-lmposed exilo.

“T'mgetting thére,” ghe sald. “T'm geiting
bzek In ehape. Sheo has us rum, IUft weights and do
;;!oblq There's more conditioning here than In

ors." .

moommmouuwmummny
which hran’t surprised Davidson. And yet her
talent Ls evident, even though she caly played
Na.hingluthhhll.mleetmtooeouﬂ

malcehes, winning two tournaments and losing in

tho . .
*, “Conch and I havo talked about It,” Davidson
sald, “She wants ma to play at No. 8. ’nat'n what
1want, too, at Jegst for this year."
But before Davidson's bumped up, Gn!m
wanta Ler to laso woight. Bhe’s dropped elght
3 since starting at Alsbama end wanta to
03 gﬁ:z tally and plyaloally —
pé — menf -
Davidzon's mmwmmnmﬂ
"Karln says Leould play No. 1 elngles,” sbe
2aid. “But It's &ll Ia tha mind, it's all mental”
‘And Davidson Is jost dlscovering how
{mportant, hn'w puaxuvo.ihut realm ez bo to an
athleto, -

By Chris McCosky
stati writor

It’s been a pleasurable year in Ob-
serverland high achool girls basketball.
Plymouth 8alem and Plymouth Can-
the Western
did thelr
thing In the Cathollc-League. Teams
like Garden City, North Farmington
and Livonla Churchill provided some
surprises. And we applanded the indl
vidual brilllance of Stevenson's Kelly
Kowalski, Salem’s Dena Head, Redford
Unlon's Merie Becker, Livonia Frank-
Un's Tracy Lectkn, Garden City's
Denlsa Kokowicz and many others.
Now the fun starts.
Teams from across the state start
out on the road to Kalamazoo Thursday
as the state district basketball tourna-

ments comm
Six toumaments will feature Ob-
serverland teams, four A

'érlcu and one each in Class B and Class

AT PLYMOUTH CANTON

Ptymouth Salem has kept a pretty good
tock on ils district titia. Tha Rocks have won
It iva tiraes In 1hs tast aix yoars.

The Rocka (17-3 and ranked No. 2 In Ob-
sorveriand} will again bo favored 10 escapo
1ha distrct,

Tho foumdy wit open at 7:30 Thursday
night, with Canton (18-2, ranked No. 3 In
Obtorveriand}  playing Nosthville® (12-7).
Northviio has administorod ono of Centon's
two dafeats this soason.

Salom will open at ep m Sorurduyngalrul
I.Nonlu 81 wm (B nor bo-

o0 and Noﬂhviﬂc wﬂ play thone
Churchln (13-5) at7:30p,

tt°a Slioly lhal Canton and Salom, the dh-
sioaal ons In the Waestern Lakos,
could moot (of a lhlld time this soason In the
district champlonship {7:30 p.m. Monday).
But ea Salom coach Frod Thomann pointed
out 1831 wook, it olther toam spends too
rnucn 1imo thinking about a romatch, there
won't be ona.

Tha winner will stay at Canton for the ra-
gional tournament and play the winner of the
North Farmington district In the firat round.

AT JOHN GLENN

Thia ki 1 bl of a now twist for Westland
John Glonn, Generally, when the Rockots
host n district, they have to contend with
Canton and Salom,

This yoas, tho Rockets (13-7) hava to
contond wilh Gardon Glty (14-4 and cham-
plons of tha Nodhwoat Subutban Leaguo)

The guest for K’zoo

— In 1hs firs1 round, 7 p.m. y night.

On Friday, Livonia F:nnl(l‘n (9—1 1) wil .
play Wayno Momorial (9-11) at 7 p.m., fo- o
lowod by Rodiord Union {8-8) againat oither
Glonn or Gardan Clty,

Tho chumpbn»hlp 15 cat for 7 p.m. Mon-
day.

‘rnu tournament Ia packod wilh strong ke
dividuat players: Lectka, Bocker, Kokowicz,
Dante Hawiina from Wayne and Janny Okon
from John Glena,

Tho winnoe advances to tho Woodhaven
togionat and play the champlon from the
Daarborn distrct.

AT NORTH FARMINGTON

It may tako a stick of dynamite fo pry
Farmington Hitta Mercy from this district tths.

Tho Mariins have won 11 consecutive dis-
trict :hampiomh!pl dating back to 1673.

Muson and
— the toam lllled 10 win atihor a dhvision

or Calbolic League tile.
Tha loumey opons at 7 Thuraday night
wih Noh Famingion (12-8) taking oa
Now.

Morcy will iake on winless Farmiagton
Harrlson a1 6 p.m. Monday, Famunmnn (2-
13) will play the North-Nov winner immodh.

tely following. .
Tcnumplomnip game is sol for 7 pm. B

Tho winner advances 1o the Canton ro-
glonal

AT SOUTHFIELD

Rodioed Blshop Borgess will tako lts first
winnlng atreak in throo yoars — two straight
= into this district. The 2-17 Spartans drew |
Southfleld — 1ho toam favored to win the
tournay — In the firs1 round, 6:15 Friday
night.

Detrolt Honry Ford will take on the winner
trom Friday at 6 p.m. Monday. Detrolt Red-
ford and Detrolt Cooley wifl play at 7:30 p.m.

Tho championehip game Is slated for 7
p.m. Wedneaday, tho winner advor
the Soulhllold roglom[ ngnlrm the Femdnlo
district chamy

AT SCHOOLCRAFT COLLEGE
(Clasa B)

Livonia Lad)rwnnd (191} hosa't lost &
diatrict In rocent memory and shouid It lose
this one — It may make the natlonal press.

Royal Oak Shrina and Clarencovile (8-
10} will open the lourm:y tonight at 8 p.m.
Foliowod by Clawson

On Saturday, Dotmll Benodicilno wil play
the Shrine-C'vilio winner at 6 p.m. and Rod-
ford Thurston (13-7) will fake on olthet
Clawzon or Ladywood. " M
Fryatt {(No. 11) hopes to drive

trict

Ploaso tunto Paged Marcy to anothor in o long series of dis-

tonight.

CC hopes to avert
Troy’s giant Killers

By Brad Emons
atalf writer

& | AR . L]

Unden:log Cinde.n.lh.(}h.ntuum
some of the terms
Imedlmndlhuhnl"wed.lnbcut
mymnumwlm
even though the Colts baven
buun three undefeated teams in a
thcymunuombemll.ntharola
&8 spoueﬂ for Saturday’s state Class A
semlfinal matchup with Redford Cath-
olic Central. (Game time Is 1:30 p.ru. at
Allen Park Schoo)

For the third consecutive week, CC

will be the favorite, something coach -

Tom Mach and his team havo po con-

trol over.

“I'm not about Troy,” the
mmmcbwwmd. “Cur muu
zafd they’re a real good teom.
thoroughly outplayed Sterliog Hug,hm
Sm {a 17-8 win last week) and

m‘ﬂ?ﬂu I'vo been told s that
Vo
I.hcy‘mgood."

TROY, unbeaten since 1
Bexkley, l#?.hthﬂleeoudweekol Lhe
msmlah?w a big, lmpoalng football

“They play a 5-2 (alignment) stunting
defense,” Mach “Thoy bave two
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But CC came up with a few mvrbu
of their own last week, unlemshing a
passing attack that hadn’t boen scen all

season,

Quarterback Mark Stieve enjoyed his
best outlng of the in last week's
21-0 shutout of Grosse Pointe Nortk,
camplellna 11 of 16 passea for 103
He threw a pair of !nud:down
puwsto Ken Wandzel,

“We've got to ghut them dewn nn of-
fenso,” sald coach Jeff Keller. "1
think they're confldent now after put-
ting three TDs on the board last week.”

Mach's attltudo about throwing the
football may be changing.

“The field conditions dictate a lot of
things,” bo sald. “Sometimes a muddy
g::-l:w glves you the opportunity to

*Our quarterback 13 dolng & good job
nnd our recelvers are catching tho ball

BUT EVEN THOUGH CC surprised
North with a pussing game, Keller pre-
dicts g defensive battle.

*T expect a low-scoring, defensivoe
game,” be sald, *I think It will be hard.
hitting because of tho leagus they play
in (Cathollc League), nnd I expect they
will execute very

Much of Lhd Shamrocks' 10-1 record
can bo attributed to thelr defense,
which hes ailowed only 89 points ail

season.
- While such stars as Nick Varajon,
‘Wandzel get a lot of |
recognition for thelr defensive play,
Mach says that everybody contributes.

Hemﬁommnmuhexw—_‘_

-;mun; at um
eod and: ddunlve tacklo’ all year,
Mndsll.ld.'ﬂﬂbetndolngxgrut;ob

- all year along with

“And Pat has botu an excelleat safo- ;.
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