By C.. Risak
statt wrlter

Perhaps what occurred at the
Great Lakes ln;zrwllemte Athletic

Concerns cloud
Lady Pioneers

OU sports

C (GLIAC) p meet-
ing was as good an indieatlon of what
to expect from Qakland University's
women's basketball team as any.

‘The Pioneers finlshed fifth in the {l-
nal coaches poll, evea though two
coaches thought enough of them to
plek them first,

In other words, 1o one really knows
what to nnﬂclyalc from OU and “flrst
year” coach Sue Kruszewsk!.

OK, Kruszewsk{ isn’t in her first
year as OU’s coach. It's her third sea-
son. But the tcam on the court this
year will be the flrst one sbe recrult-
od. And that means the Ploncers will
play her brand of baskethall.

“Qur strength wiil be In our ‘defense
and our ruaning game, sald
Kruszewsk], who gulded OU to g 15-11
mark her flrst season and a 14-14
record last year. “We'll have a fast-
break offense. It’s my natural style as
far as coaching.”

NO WONDER her fellow GLIAC
coaches are somewhat puzzled. For
the past two years OU relicd on its
Inside strength and with two good
reasons: Brenda McLean, a four-time
all-GLIAC center and forward, and
Kim Nash, a 6-3 center.

Now Kruszewskl hes “elected to go
with a smaller, quicker llneup. We're
not golng to have the strength Inside
which obviously was our forte the last
two years.”

Kruszewskl will need two elements
to fuel her running game: rebounding,
which means her smaller, unproven
front line must produce, and ballhan-
dllng. which was a sore spot last sea-

“‘l‘ruc ballhandling was a problem,
but it wasn't because of a lack of abll-
Ity as much as a lack of experience,”
she sald. Translated, that means
Kruszewskl has great confidence In
sophomore Margaret Boyle, who
showed flashes of. brilllance as a

but was also

from Heary Ford CC, was alsa used at
lhe point last year when troubles per-

ted. This season she'll attempt to
replnce the graduated McLlean at
power forward,

“She doesn't bave the slze, but she
does possess the qulckness and balt
handling,” sald Kruszewskl of her
newest experiment. “She blocks out
well and boards well, and sha has a
good outslde shot.”

The move swon't force Hawkins Into
an unfamillar setting. “She played In
the post In Junior college,”
Krusze: polnted out, *Right now,
she's playing a bit too much on the
perimeter than we want her to, but I
think she can do the job.”

Hawkins, who averaged 5.4 points
and 2.6 rebalmd.! will have to pro-
duce because waki ks countlng
on another unproven commodlty at
centers 6-foot junlor Lisa Quinn (3.6
polnb 3.5 rebounds In '84-85).

“Lisa’s shown'a lot of strength In
preseason,” sald Kruszewsk! of
Quinn, who wlll be-starting her first
game when OU opens Friday at Unl-
versity of Michigan-Dearborn, Satur-
day the Pioncers bost Indlana-Purdue
at Fort Wayne.

THE ONLY {ront-line position an-
chored by a veteran s smelt forward,
where §-10 sophomore Sarah Knuth
reiurns after a banner freshman sea-
son which earned her all-GLIAC hon-
orable menticn accolades, Knuth
started all 28 games and averaged 8.3
polnts and 5.2 rebounds, hitting 51.5
percent of her floor shots.

“Sarah's really lmproved and de-
veloped ber shot,” sald Kruszewski,
“and she’s penetrating more to the
basket.”

While Kruszewski admits three of
five positions are populated by unpro-
ven players, there is a deep beneh to
back them up. Kim McDowell, a 6-4

“She will definlicly be our polnt
guard,” sald zowski, "“She’s play-
Ing much more under control and
she’s more Intelligent In ber passing.
She also'has a strong outside shot.”

AND THOSE aren't even her
strongest polnts, according to her
coach. Boyle's greatest assets are
“her defensive ahllity to put presaure
on the ball and her ability to drive to
the basket,”

Boyle's development will altow
three other players — all seniors swho
transfe to QU from junlor col-
teges - to switch to more natural po-
sltions after trials at polnt guard Jast
502501,

Julle Wilga, from Livonia Franklln
and Heary Ford CC, and Kris Brown,
from Macomb CC, are both 5-8 natu-
rat shootlng guards, Brown was belog
groomed at the point lost season be-
fore she was sidelined with a knee la-
jury, prompting Wllga's insertlon at
that positlon.

Those two are currently battling 5-
8 sophomore Cherry Wilks for the
starting shooting guard apot. Wliga
-avernged 7.5 polnts per game a year
ogo, to 5.4 for Wilks and S.1 for
Brown. | .

PAM HAWKINS wlll make the
most Interesting positlon swltch for
QU, golng from one area ¢f concern
to another. Hawkins, a 5-0 senlor

who wes a prospect as a
freshman, has “reached the point
where she can come in and help us
season,” Kruszewski sald. “She
has Improved the most dramatically
of ar.yone on the team.,
“If we want to go with a taller line-
up, she can come in and give us some
polnts.”*

SIX-FOOT SOPHOMORE Sonja
Pearson adds depth at forward and
Junlor Kellle Hlll (6-3) is an experi-
enced point guard. Three slzable
Ireshmen — 83 Lalna Krampert
(from Troy), 6-foot Lcah Fe.nwlck nnd
S-11 Celeste Sartor
guard Sherry Coltlns wlll nl] u:e llm—
ited playing time.

“We've developed a lot of depth
which we'll need with the type of
game we'll be playing,” sald
Kruszewskl.

Onc other note: If the GLIAC
coaches seem uncertaln of OU's capa-
bitlties, they're no more sure of who
wlll dominate the league. Saginaw
Valley State, the champion the past
two seasons, has & new coach and
must flnd four new starters. )

“I think flve dlfferent teams can
make a run at the champlonshlp,”
was Kruszewski’s estimate, counting
Wayne State (the pre-scason coaches'
favorite), Northwood Institute, Lake
Superior State, Grand Valley State
and S§VSC as pessibillties.

Ploneers better, so are

By CJ. Risak
staff writor
This doesn't sound like Greg Klm
“T'm excited about this season,” uld the Oakland

University men's basketball coach who Lhroe weeks
#go at the Great Lakes Intercollegiale Athletic
Conference (GI.IACJ reseason meeting made jokes
about bls team's ulenl and intelligence,  *

“ think we're golng Lo surprise some people,” be
added confidently.

" What changed his mind?

For starters, Ita stariers — seven of them to be
exact, back from last year. Al (llled starting posi-
tions at some polat v Kampe's initlal season as
OU's head coach, and all are improved this season.

THEN THERE'S threc promising !mhmbn
whom Kampe wants to bring along slowly. He
hopes that by the start of the GLIAC season they
should be ready to coatribute pmducﬂve minutes.
None will start, according to Kampe's present
placs, but they will play.

And flnally, ques the exhibitlon game OU
played agalnst the Windsor Basketball Club Nov. 6.
The Pioneers posted a 105-92 victory that gave both
the coach and the team a shot of confidence.

“We played very well at our exhibition,” Rampe
said, “I'm pretty ‘pleased wlth our progress. I'm
very pleased.”

In fact, the OU coach Ia having a problem flnding
aress of concern. He had no such trouble a year
ago. When the scason opened the team was still
working on learning his defcnsiva concepts, with
the offense lagging further bebind. OU flnlshed 13-
15 overall and seventh I the GLIAC with a 5-11
mark. .

*1 DEFINITELY think we're better todny than at
any time last year," he sald. “We have nine or 10
plnyel?n we can put on the court that T have confi-

Lady Ocelot téam well ‘guarded’.

By C.J. Risak
staff writer

The pressure's un for Sehoolcraft College's wom-
cn's bukc( balt tear

The Lady Occlob mean to break thelr opponents
this season —~ not with superlor alze and strength,
but with spced and aglllty.

There are no towers to dominate underneath.
What coach Ed Kavanaugh has is a team top-heavy

_with guards but lecking a dominant figure to (Il

the plvot.
*No, we don't have a lot of size,” admltted Ka-

Thured

Leading mmcko(ﬂwmulenlur(:hm

Howze, a 6-foot-3 forward and Orchard Lake St

's grad who s belng touted-as an All-Ameri-

can candidate. Howre averaged 10.3 polnta, 6.6 re-

bounds and 3.0 assisis a year zgo, connecting on

£1.8 percent of his floor shots and 76.8 percent of
bis free throws,

Jolalng tho all-GLIAC performer are returnecs
Randy Strunk, a 6-5% senfor forward (11:1 points,
6.0 rcbounds); Walt Dixen, a -8 senlor center (13.0
polnts, 8.2 reboundsk Rob Skinner, a 8-2 sealor

. guard (10.0 polnts, 4.5 rebounds, 3.8 asaisis) Scott
Blttinger, a 6-1 sophomore guard (9.0
assistsy, Pete Schihi, a 8-5% sophomore forward
(7.1 polnts, 4.9 rcbouud.!)'. nnd Cralg Tontl, a 6-2
senfor guard,

INJURIES PLAGUED OU even before last sca-
son got under way. Tontl was expeeted to
shoating guard untli he sprained a kneo ligament in
preseason drills, He never dld rcgnln full effective-
ness but is fully recovered this y.

Dixon followed Torti to the sldvlinu with a bro-
ken anklc after 11 games, serjously damaging OU's
inslde game. Knmpe was forced to insert Blitinger
and Schiht inta the Y{neup more than he wanted.

But last ycar’s problems are this season's
strengths, With the Injured players back and Bitt-
inger and Schihl experienced veterans, the Ploneers
have a luxury Kampe never had — depth.

“There's no question wo're going to substliute a
1ot more,” bo sald, His plan s to use eight playera
for the flrst five games, then rotate 11 nto the line-
up for games slx through 12. “Alter that, wo'll eval-
uate what we have and make any necessary adjua!-
ments,” he sald,

THE THREE newcomers Kampe wants to hrlna‘

along slowly are freshmen Johnny Johnson, a 5-9 .. the best

guard from Detrolt Southwestern; Dave Hintz, a 6-8
forward from Fenton; and John Henderson, a 8-5%
forward from Warren (Michlgan Lutheran Seml-
nary).

vanaugh, "We're fast, though.”

Which means Kavanaugh will be somewhat lUm-
Ited in the strategles he employs. To take advan-
tage of a bench decp in guards — saven of the 11
roster players'— be will utllize a full-court pres-
sure defense and a fast-break offense,

“We're not going to be able to set up half-court
and play with most teams,” he safd. “Wo're golog to
do a lot of pressing. We're golng to have to go full *
court with them, Hopcfully we're going to get some
polnts off our defense.”

THREE PLAYERS relumn from last year's
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polnts, 2.8°

foes

OI the trio, Johnwn bas been most lxnpnuln. K
He hit nine of 13 floor shots and scored 28 polats in -
24 minutes asgalnst Windsor. His performance
carned him a atarting role in Saturday’s opener at
Unlversity of Detrolt. 1

0OU will bo without Skinner for Lhe game. A one-
game guspenslon was Imposed agalnst both hlm and
Tont! after they played together in a basketball
tournament thls summer, & violation of NCAA law.
The NCAA ruled Lhey could elther sit out the sea
son's flrst game or the fIrst gamo against a Divislon
M opponent. » .

. Skinner wlll rizs the U Dglmﬂ and Toat! will alt
out the Northern Michigan Unlversity contest
Wednesdny, Kampe plans on starting Howze, Bitt-
Inger, Dixon and Strunk with Johnson agalast U-D,
with Tenti and Schihl the top subats tutes. H

RAMPE KNOWS U-D, which 13 lmnlng for an
NCAA Divislon I rnnﬂng. will be a diffleult chat- .
lenge. But even alter the Tltans, the schedule isn'

ensy, L. A

“It might be a little Loo much,” he sald of his first .
four games agalnst {1-D, Western Michigan Univer-
alty, NMU (ranked fourth In the NCAA's Divislon IT)
and Ball State {picked to finlsh second In the Mid-
American Conference). "But I'm not {00 mncmmd i
with what our record will be,

““Anyway, there's two ways to look at it When we «
atart playlng in our Iugue ULl seem like we're up
against mere mortals,”

He won't have long to walt. After his brutal open- :
ing week — three gamesin flve days — and the day
alter thn BSU cgntal. QU will hest Hilladals Col- ,

opener,.

“The lln! four games will bo i u]d .
Kampe, “But I defintely thick that this could be A
team {n Oakland history.”

Since the Ploneers have never experienced a wln-
ning season in GLIAC play, that's not saying much.
But Kampe figures (o post at least & 9-7 conference ;
mark — and Jt could be much better,

“Jege in s

as

aquad, Including two astarters. Kim Chandler, & 5 ,
veteran, v

foot-8 all-state shooting guard, is the top
She averaged 18 points per game and was ltmn;
enough around the boards o prompt Kavanaugh to
move her to small forward thls seasop.

Also back are Almeo Frye, & 5-5 starting polnt 3
guard, and Rionda Lancaster, a 8-4 back-up guard !

" from Farmington.

Both’ will get plenty of compelition from 7
backeourt newcomers Becky Posrywak, 55 from |
Livonla Ladywood; Lort Abblu 5-6 from Dearborn -
Fordson; Collcen McKay, 5-8 {rom Romulus; and
Sherl Wolle, 5-7 from Livonla Bentloy, ’

We're
having.an-

And OU as well.

OU gets early start
on 1986 recruiting

It looks Ilke Grog Kampe can go oa
vacatton carly next spring.

The Oakland Unlversity men's bas-
ketball coach. won't have to race off to
the high school recrulting wars once
the Ploneer season is concluded be-
cause his recrulting efforts for the
1986-87 campalgn are aver. OU algned
four players to national letters of in-
tent In the one week early signing peri-

Leading the group ts 6-foot-8 for-
ward Marc¢os Keanedy from Troy. Ken~
nedy played at Troy Zlon Christian a2 a
Junior and led the Cougars to the Class
D reglonal final, where they lost to
eventual state chnmp Allen Park Inter-
City Baptist,

l(ennedy. who will play at 'rroy this
seazon,-averaged 22 points and 13 re-
bounds for 33-2 2lon Christian,

allstgter who aversged 14.5 polnts,

-and 6-4 forward Melvin Kelly, a 12-

polnt-per-game scorer with a 43-inch
vertieal leap, Everctt was 15-7 last
ear.

Brandon Davls, a 6-3 point guard
from Saglnaw who dished out 7.5 as-
alsts a ghme and scored scven polnu is
Kampe's fourth additlon.

QU will lose slx seniors alter this
season. The freshmen will £l four of
thoso apots and ]nnlor college transfer
Mike McCan takes I.h.

this geason. He leyed at In-
dlan Hills Sunlor College in Centerville,
Towa, where he was the third Io the na-
tlon in rebounding. McCan was honora-
ble mention all-stale in 1981 lt Jackson

High.
OU's worhven's basketball coach Boa
bay also

Now, our new

office can help

you with your
. new office.

Now, Introducing

Officenter...a brand
new retall office fur-
niture - showroom
that combinas qual-
ity office furnish-
ings at moderate

cost with . out-
standing service,
and' professiona
. asslatance.‘ '

Whether
* you're
opening a
new busi-
' ness, or
expanding

center. You'll

fessional office
plarners and then
let them show you Bloomfield
just how easy, and T )
Gloria Coffin : own Square, -
Manager aﬁordablgourofﬂca Shopp‘mg Center
.

setting, vislt Offi-
fing
everything you
nesd to meet all
your business fur-
nishing require-
ments...in stock
and ready to go.
Come meet our pro-

Offlsensatlonall -

fumlshlng can' be.
* Right now, you'llen.
joy special savlngs; .
* on select groups of .
merchand]se. Visit *
Oﬂlcenter 1odayl

Square Lake Road and’
Telegraph Road

Sloomficld Hille

- | (313) 334-1551-

Fumitum and ‘Accesso

: Whare hatter businessos begin. . . . S :
. BualnosaHoum‘Mon mo& Wod.! 10am-6pm Thurs Fri.: 10 am.-8 p.m,; Sat: NonrMpm , N




