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Manufacturers say deposits would kill the fledgling industry
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altuation a ‘loophole” in the bottla bill that
to undo a Jot of good the bottle blll did.”

Wine dealers and party-store owners are threat-

ening to quit handling the ly popular

_ “wine coolers” if Michlgan becomes the first state
to require a 10-cent deposit on thelr bottles.

“Our retallers will take it off the shelves,” John

Dagenals, represcnting the Package Liquor Dedalzrl

told the

state Liquor Control Commiasion Tuesday.

So what? say cavironmentalists, parks officials
and farmera who are supporting a deposit rule.
Winc cooler bottles are a dangerous litter problem,
and society wouldn't be hurt If people consumed
less aleohol, they sald.

A 2%-HOUR hearing in Lansing was largely a
;Tl;;lgy of the 1976 debate over tha zo-called “boltle
That was when the Michigan United Conserva-
tlon Clubs won 85 percent vater approval of a law

requirlng 8 five-cent deposit on beer and pop bot- *

tles and a 10-cent deposit on cans,

Then as now, the chie! arguments were road-
sides, parks and streams littered by throwaway
contalners vs, “forced deposits” nad high costa.

Maxine Perry, acting chalrman of the LCC, said
the four-member panel would also conslder written
testlmony but declined to say when it might act.

k[’lU‘l‘ THERE arc a few ncw elements in the 1985
debate:

® Wine coolers — a blend of wine, citrus juice
and carbonated water wlth less than 7 percent alco-
hol — have emerged a3 & popular drink, particular-
1y amang young pecple, In the last coupls of years.
MuUCC 10 millon contaln-

ers were sold last year in Michigan.

& MUCC and state Attorney General Frank Kel
tey arc asking that wine cooler deposlts be mple-
mented by LOC rule rather than atate law, Because
the 1976 deposit law was passed by the voters, the

C [res an d

requlres any be
made by a three-fourths vote of the state Leglsla-
ture. The wine [ndustry Inslsted MUCC and Kelloy
go the legislative route.

@ Fines for vlolations are stUffer under LCC
rules than under state law, accordlng to Patrick
Laughlin, president of the Michgan Beer and Wine

A Lansing, M y LOC

“sbould not be the

To industry charges that Michigan beverage
sales fell after tho deposit law took effect, Dan-
sereau replied that raizing the drinking age and
Michigan's higher taxes were more important face
tors thap deposits, :

Ron Nelson; Mickigan Farm Bureau legal coun-
e}, sald "Litter is a cost to & farmer” — pleking it
up from bis flelds, down time in harvesting crops,
and damaga to livestock which consime splintered
glass.when It gets [n their hay. €leaning up ltter

landowner's responsibility and
expense,” be said, .

And Ryan Bunlekoe, representing the Marfon
Rod and Gun Club, said “the problem starts with
thess people — the businestmen who start these
problems should salve these problems.” .

“THESE PEQPLE" — wholesalers and retailers
of wine products — wanted to be pald for handiing
returnable boltles.

“No financial rellef has been provided to the

boverage dealers for bandling contatners after sov-
en years," sald Edward Deeh, dxecutive director of
the 3,800-member Azsoclated Food Dealers. “It's
the financlal responibility of the state to provide
flnaneial rellef, In other states, one to three cents 1y
provided for beverage bandling,"

Don Taylor, vice president representing the

Michigan Merchants Councll, asked for a lw(fcenl-
handling his

beautitully o u}l‘cn’c'mld :nd
ully de o the
ihant osie riandrc, by

aolleg,or dolls are

1l for

mainly chaln food atores and major

For a fee, hls group would “support any b il
contalner and any deposit” the state wished to im-

pose.
John Van Dam, p of Modern B g
Co., a Holland wine wholesaler, sald handling re-

turnables would require a $75,000 to uno,oo% In-

vestment In equipment.

Martin Friedburg of Rave Assoclates Wine Im-
porters of Ann Arbor placed the initial [nveatment
at “tens of thousands of doliers, and the net effect
would be we'd have to get out of the cooler busi-
ness.”. .
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® Winc dealers argued that the problems of la-
belling, handling and storage are far mone difficult
for them than for pop and beeg distributors — bot-
stering the argument that many would slmply quit
handling wine coolers. “Do you really want to kll}
this industry?” asked Laughlin.

TO DEPOSIT supporters, however, the lssue was
litter — not legal fine polnts, not costs to the indus-
try.

“Throwaways end up alongside rivers, lakes and
parks,” sald Attorney General Kelley. “We don't
want to go back to the bad old days when bottles
and cans littered the state. !

“Even retallers have trouble telllng the d)ffer-

- cnee between returnable (pop bottles) and pon-re-

. turmable (wine cooler) bottles," he aaid, displaylng
. samplea of each, .

. Dr. Ronald Skoog, director of the state Depart-
: ment of Natural Resources, reported “dramatic in-

- creases” of ltter In state parks due to svine coolers

7 In the last year or two.

+ MUCC President John B. Eichinger of Holland
quoted highway officlals as reporting that “bever-

. age contalner litter dropped from 220 bottles and
cans per mile of highway in 1878 to 34 bottles and
cang per mile in 1979, And 22 of the 34 contalners In
1979 were brought in from other states."

. TRENTON parks dircctor Larry Fitch sald that
- after a Fourth of July fireworks display, “young-
" sters filled garbage bags with deposit bottles and
. cans” but left the non-deposit winoe cooler bottles
*" behlnd.
«:  Royal Oak parks supcrintendent Stephen Gillette,
.- representing the Michlgan Recreation and Parka
; Assoclatlon, said hls group found “90 percent of all
5 Identlflable beverage contalners” Uttering parks
1 today src wine coolers.

Carol Danserean of the 100,000-member Michi-
gan Environmental Counci! called the wine-cooler
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H There are some ‘(\
. very interesting ways.
you can find a doctor,

You can ask friends, relatives or
co-workers for a recommendation,

there are people, you may end up

_are or where they’re located.
. You may also choose to open up
“" yourtelephone book and, well -
good luck.. . e

Since there are as many opinions as_

-~ with a confusing collection of names
*,- and phone nuinbers, Without having
the glightest idea of who the doctors -

“and personal.

Or you can call Providence
Hospital's Physician Referral Service
at 424-3999. 1t’s quick, professional

- When you call the Physician

Referral Service, we'll help you find a
doctor: close to your home or where
you work. We'll put you in touch with
physicians specializing in all areas of
medicine. And if you prefer a male or .

female doctor, we'll see to it your .

preference is met. Most importantly,
Service, you'll be put in touch with

iation with one of Michigan's..

leading hospitals -~ Providence.
Save yourself from the time-

'+ _consuming frustration of

- finding a doctor. Call

Providence Hospital's Physician -

Referral Service at 424-3999 and

get the sound, professional advice

you need in finding a qualified

physician, .

when you call the Physician Referral -~
physicians who have a strong affil-
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