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By Jim Hughos
stalt wrllor

1t took o white, but Troy High finally
played its last fooiball game of the
1385 season.

Outdoors, that ls.

The Colts won thelr third-straight
Class-A state-playoff game as an un-
derdog, stunnlng Redland Cathollc Cen-

one pass interception. Juolor Dave
Lamb, who had (he [nterception carly
ln the fourth quarter, plcked off anoth-

v pass (o the first quarter and re-

mmcd it 55 yards for a touchdowm, but .
the play came back on a pass interfer-

ence call.

Both of Troy’s seores camo as a re-
sult of turnovers, and both came n the
frist eight minutes of the game, On the

nlnj

tral, 10-9, in the
semiflnala at Allen Park High Sehool:
It was the 10th-atraight win for Troy
{11-1), and 1t puts them indoors for the
state championship game 1 p.m. Satur-
day at I.hn Ponuac Sllvcrdame

It'll be a TC vs. TC matchup with the
“Troy Colts taklng on Traverse Clty.
The Trojans quallfied for the Utle
game with a 19-10 win over defendlng
state champlon Ann Arbor Ploneer.

THE MATCHUP makes a dream, lit-
erally a dream, come true for Troy
senfor runnlng back John Spinosi. The
§-foot-8, 160-pound running back had a
decam the night his team lost to Berk-
ley,14-7.

“I dreamt we won the state cham-
plonship,” Splnos! sald after the victory
over Catholic Central. “It was tha night
we lost to Berkley, and I dreamt we
won the state champlonship. Rl&ht as
the burzer weat off, 50 did my alarm
clock.”

's opportunlstic defense belped
Spinosi's dream stay on course as the
Colts recovered flve fumbles and bad

openlng a third-
down play that went for & first down
resulted in a fumble, which was quickly
revovered by Chris Lin at the CC 45.
The Colls moved the ball to the 18,
plcking up most of the yardage on a
John Locker reeeption zod a face mask
penalty, which sct up Scott Kanla's
boomlng 35-yard field goal.
The Shamrocks

coughed ft up agaln :

on thelr second possession when &
third-down znap was botched. Wnyne
Pasclak recovered, which gave Tro,

the ball on the Cathollc Central elgh!«
yard line,

AFTER TWO locamplclod passu
under heavy pressure,
back Kurt Schram hit Exic kaln: ona
sideline pattern at the one, and Jenkins
beat the gambling defender (nr the
touchdown. Kanla booted the
polnt, which concluded all the mﬂng
In the game.

“I've never seen that many turnovers
in our histroy,” CC coach Tom Mach
sald, “and it scemed like everybody
had a hand in it. No way are you golog

towll; 1f you give the ball away like we
dld. .

“Thelr offense took advantage of it.
They dldn't do anything different, but
we sure dld.”

Nothing was different about the Troy
win. It was a typlcal performance by
the Colts, who lyed through 11 wins
with blg plays and have yet to trafl ina
state-playoff gnme.

‘“We keep coming up with the big
plays,” Troy coach Jeff Keller sald,
“"We've been a big-play team all year,
These kids surprise me week In and
week out. They come up with the big
plays somehow. I think the key to a
glo‘od team ls coming up with the blg
plays.”

Troy's other fumble recoveries came

at key times, Although the Colts didn’t

muster any polnts from the miscues,
antmobaumzmmaumor'
the Shamrocks.

BILL HAYES, last week's hero o &

17-8 victory over Sterling Helghts Ste-

venson, plc;ed up ‘: oC (um;:le ?1“ &
pass reception at the Troy 23 and re-
turned it to the Shamrocks' 37. The
Colta ml.ned a scoring opportunity
when Kanla’s 25-yard fleld-goal at-
tempt from the right hashmark salled
wide left.

Lamb had a fumble recovery later In
the first hall, and Locker recovered a
fumbled punt late in the third quarter.

‘Troy’s only turnover came on a raz-
2le-darzlo play In the closlng moments
of the first half when Schram threw the
ball to Locker, who in turn tossed the
ball downfield where it was picked off
by Jeif Schwartz.

The turnover secemed to ignite the
Shamrocks, as they took over on thelr
own 28 and reeled off 24 yards in four
carties — two each by Tim Lafferty
and Chris Kassa. But CC was stopped
on an offenslve pass-interference call,
and an 11-yard Joss on a reverse carry
by Ken Wandzel.

Statlsticaily, Catholle Central had
the overwhelming advantage. The
Shamrocks, who started Mark Stieve at
quarterback but switched to Gteg
Hacger for three quarters, had 76 pass-
ing yards and 107 rushing. Lafferty
was the leading rusher with 54 yarda on
13 carries.

'AS HELD to negative rush-

TROY W,
ing yardage and Schram completed

elght-of-18 pasies for 81 yards. Locker

was on the recelving end I tour passes

Yot 32 yards.

“Defenss was the koy for us,” Keller
sald. “Cathollc Ceatral has only given
up two, points In the last two games,
and we got 10, and our defensc played &
big role in that”

The defense made it o frustrating af-
ternoen for Mach.

“When things aro golng that way, it's
hard to como back. It scemed Like eve-
ry time we had something golng, we'd
ﬁe a mmnvcr or we were penal-

The loss was the first in 8ix Catholic
Central playoff games. For Troy, it
was the third playof{ win in as many

gam

The state champlon.sh]p ts pext, and
the Colts are waiting to hu\r Spinosi's
alarm -:IocL

Grog Hoeegar (left)
dives ovor the
outatretched foot of
Troy defender Bruco
Bloomingdaie In
Clags A state semlfi-
nal actlon Saturday.
The Shamrocks lost
the game, 10-0, a0
Troy's defense came
up with the big plays,
as evident (below)
where CC running
back Mark Stuligross
gets stacked up. by
Colte Jetf Czerwinsk}
{21) and Jim MlA
1omkl(30).

‘Great Wall’ rises to occasion in semlflnal

By Brad Emons
otatf vriter

plick-oifs, Lamb raced 55 yards Into the end zone
touchdown, but the play was

for an apparent Troy

Catholle Central's student cheering scction affec-
tionataly refers to their defense as a “Brick Wall”

But after ’I‘Ny’i 10-0 blanking of CC in Satur-
day's Class A semifinzl tussle, fans may
bave gotten a gllmpse of *“The Great Watl”

Troy’s defensive effort could be deseribed as con-
erete and slab, girder and steel.

‘The Colts scored all 10 of their polnts as the re-
sult of CC turnovers. Five dlfferent Troy playera

d fumbles daring tha course of the

« photos by DAN

Cathollé Central otarting quartorback Mark Stiove takes caro of

game
— Chris Lin, Wayne Pasciak, BllI Hayes, Dave
Lamb and John Locker. -

nullified when another Colt defender was called for
interference.

Not only did the Colts stymie CC's ball-control
offense, but also drew the frustrated Sham-
rocks into a number of tes.

‘We practice stripplng the ball every day,” sald
Troy defensive coordinator Gary Griffith, “We call
1t ‘bito tho ball’

“And when the weather is cold, the ball {s harder
to hnnx onto. We expoct turnavers. We've done it all

‘l‘he Colts' defenslve line, giving up almost 20
per man, held its own agalnst CC's huga

And Troy’s secondary, led by John Mﬂew:ki kept
CC's cutstanding wide recelver, Ken Wandzel, lmm
hnving another blg dny. .

as anybody In-

“I think Milewski i5 as good ‘e
state,” sald Griffith, "And lm kind of dluppomtad
he has't gotten more recognition this season.~Wa
put him on No. 88 (Wandzcl) a Io'. of the time, lnd
be's a3 good 28 anybody.”

Ancther unsung Troy defensive hero was No. 20,
juntor linebacker Brian Dawood, who s fllling in
admlrably for the Injurcd Chris Scott,

‘Brian's been playing the last two wecks and he's
responded well,” sald Gritfith. "I Just can’t belleve
whata job everybody did today.’

Start belleving, coach. Nobody thought l.hoy
could ever build a "Gmt Wall"

‘North moves on, stops Novi |
Farmington waits on deck

Sy Chris McCosky the first quarter to ascume command  Onoffense: yoch. The Ralders hit just

atalf writer . of the game. Whilo tho Raldera were oine of 40 shots {n tbe first half, four of
never in danger of losing the game, :mm-smm—lsmuum

It was no-work of art, "bat North meydldn’tmcdybluwNMAm

Farmington nover claimed to be Picas- .

Alllhnwawhbukelball
% cared about Thuraday night was ad- and 13 seconds without scoring a polnt
RS B % vancmawwgmmmmndcllu In the fina} -
i i tn e -y
m vuncmmpllzbedwﬂhnxs- .
uvlctorymlmt For Novl (8-14) tho bad Béwa began son aad Lbab’s 5o too bad.”
muunenmam'um- at tha frea throw lne, The team hit Mt?hﬂllmmmﬂwm each
immodLa only seven of 21 attempts, It didn’t fare  8cored 10 polnta to JeadiNorth. Liss
muchbeuulrvmthn feld mum lnd&ma&vbmredll,

uehlor nrl. ’
Fol‘ North, It 'nalvo-tlded tale.
.On defense, tho team was superb, Tho
3 Rnldermamdenmbimuauwma
j forced 28 turnovers. Hosther McPhil- -
.r!ghtm;w.neyymtaehqmm lips and Sandy & simply domicated’

pabn
A S K the glass, limiting Navi to few second

k pounds
umbralm intercepted two pusses. On ono of his offensive wall.

But Gmdxicu 'm‘t d}xplused.

HERE'SB AN HAD laylng
It was: Each team weit fogr miotes m';xvf m&'ﬁ“afmmm fpolist -

bard and we got a lot -

e really needod this,” North coach

- "We
Grecﬁmdrh‘klmd.'vﬂmhlwpl&bd

(No. 12) ran tha Herth ofienso 'nn.-udey in tha finld.

torth's Hoa!hw E&c?hlllipq lad Jea
or-’ dlnmcl lcumlmenl \.ictory ozor Navl.

- hurlnnm with 19 polnta.




