By Bob Sklar
statt wrlter

HAT CLOUD of smoke you
might have scen rlsing above
the Tulane/Grand Rlver arca
during the carly morning

hours of Nov. 17 wasn't the result of
somebody's misfortunc,

. Rather, Farmington Hllls fire-
fighters were sharpening thelr skllls by
extinguishlng a scries of set fires in two
vacant houses on Tulanc, south of
Grand River.

. The four-hour drlll enabled 20 of the
department’s 80 part-time firctighters
to practice search and rescue as well
as fIre suppression.

* The format Involved crews of three
or four firelighters attacking separate
fires. And the thrust was on entering
the two-story houses so the flrefighters
could Improve thelr skills &i ventllate
ing a burning building and extlngulsh-
ing the flames,

“We try not to fIght structure fires
from the outside, Now, almost every-
thing is denc from the Inslde In terms
of extinguishing. sald Lt. Peter
Baldwin of the Farmington IHills Fire
Department.

A MAJOR rcason why structure
fires are fought from within s “to put
us [n the position of resculng anybody
who may be Inside,” Baldwin said.
““Reseue Is the number-one priority of
fire service. Fire suppression Is next in
importance.”

The houses on Tulane were donated
by Farmington Hills developer Alan
Gottlieb, who is planning an apartment
building for the property.

Since 1983, the Farminglon Rills
Flire Department has had the opporfu-
nity to slate training scssions at 5-10
donated houses a year.

. “The developers or owners stlll have
1o remove the rubble and fill in the
basement,” Baldwin said, “So they re-
ally do it more as a community service
than for financiat reasons.”

Fire Chief Richard Marlnucct
shows some of the gear a fire-
fighler must don at the scenc of
a blaze,

e

‘You don’t want to be
more destructive than
the fire itaelf. You only
want to do what's
necessary o suppross
the fire. The special
burns are where you
experiment. You
certainly don't want to
do that on a $100,000
home.’

- Fire Lt. Peler Baldwin

This time of year is when most hous-
es arc donated. “The developers or
owners often want to clear their land
before the first frost,” Baldwln sald.

BASED ON department feedback,
fivetighters find the special burns
“very beneficlal.”

“Number one, everybody can partici-
pate in the attacks,” Baldwin aald.
“During the course of a year, our fire-
fighters — depending on thelr station's
activity and on whether they're able to
get to the station before the truck pulla
out — may see only one or two actual
house flres, So these drllls are real im-
portant."”

Desplte the relatively Informal set-
ting, the special burns still provide a
“real challenge,” Baldwin sald. “You
still have the chance to win against a
natural element through your own skill
and through use of equipment.”

He added, “It's a tralning functlon —
and we want to keep it that way. But
there's a certaln amount of realism, We
try to teach our people. We try to tell
them what they may be dolng wreng,
or what they should have done a little
differently,”

FOR EXAMPLE, Baldwln said,
*“You don’t want to be more destructive
than the flre Itsclf. You only want to do
what's necessary to suppress the flre,
The special burns are where you exper-
Iment. You certalnly don't want to do
that on a $100,000 home.”

Although the fire department's sen-
lor offlcers — Baldwln, Chlef Richard
Maringeel, L1, Thomas Shurtlef{ and
Fire Marshal Stephen Hume — may at-
tend, the specla) burns are overseen by
the district chlef and the training offi-
cer from the hosting {lre station.

‘We serve primarlly as safety offi-
cers,” Baldwin sald of the senlor offl-
cers,

The speelal burns are In addition to
the department’s monthly station traln-
Ing and monthly departmentwide traln-
Ing.

The depariment also hosts periodle
sesslons that focus on such speclalty
arcas as emergency medical care, ar-
son investigation, hazardous materials
and offlcer training.
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Vacant houses help firefighters train
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police/fire calls

Listed below are some of the Farmington-area police and
Jire calls received during the past week:

© MAN TICKETED

A 23-ycar-old Farmington Hills man was ticketed for alleged
false pretense wlth Intent to defraud in connection with an incldent
at Puit 'n Games, 30749 Grand River, Nov. 19.

The man allegedly uscd a key, without permission, to open the
mechanisms of the arcade games so he could set the machines and
recelve free playlng time, according to a Farmington Hills police
report.

© DAMAGE REPORTED

Several damage reports were filed with jocal police agencles:

An cstimated $2,200 In damage occurred sometime Nov. 16-18
at a construction slte at 13 Milc and Drake. Windows were broken,
slding was damaged and survey stakes were removed.

Construction damage, estimated at §440, occurred at a bullding
site on Rockwell Nov, 18, :

Key gouge damage to 2 car's rear passenger slde oceiured on
Willowbrook sometime Nov. 12-13, Damage was cstimated at
§300,

A portion of fence was cut at Bob Dusscaun Inc., 31625 Grand
River, Nov. 21. Damage was estimated at $50,

Somcone fired threc BB shots into tho kitchen window of a house

on Old Homestead about 9 p.m. Nov. 21, Damage was estimated at

© THEFTS REPORTED .
The followlng thefts were reported by local police agencles:
A car radlo valued at $500 was reported taken from a car
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on the agenda

parked at Town & Cauntry Dodge, 31015 Grand Rlver, Nov, 15.

A color televislon worth $500 was reparted stolen from the Bar-
galntel Motel, 38300 Grand Rlver, Nov. 17.

Two leather coats valued at $307 were reported stolen from a
residence on Kendallwood Nov. 17,

New carpet valued at $1,983 was reported taken from a con-
struction alte on Sudbury Nov. 18 or before.

A color televislon was reported stolen from Woodcreek Apart-
ments Nov. 18.

A car radio valued at $94 was repocted taken from a car parked
at Hydralink Corp., 38880 Grand River, Nov, 18.

An clectronle snowplow valued at $2,000 was reported stolen
from the front of a Jeep parked on the north side of J.W.'a Satoon,
381425 12 Mile, Nov, 18, )

A videocassctte recorder valued at $450 and cash from a change
machlne were reported stolen {rom the Mercy Center, 28600 11
Mlle, sometime Nov., 15-20.

A saxophone and a coronet, each valued at $275, were reported
stolen from Grace Elementary School, 20040 Shiawassce, Nov. 19.

A 1583 Lincoln Town Car was reported stolen Nov. 19 from a
house at Nine Milo and Haggerty. The car was not returned when a
30-year-old man took It for a test drive.

A radar detector valued at $400 was reported stolen from a car
at Jax Kar Wash, 31500 Grand River, Nov, 21.

A trumpet valued at $400 was reported stolen from Grace Ele-
mentary School, 20040 Shiawassee, Nov. 21,

A 14-year-old Bloomfield Hills youth is suspected of stealing a
radar detector valued at $245 from a car parked outatde the Bone-
yard, 31008 Orchard Lake, at 7:20 p.m. Nov. 21. The car owner
held the suspect until Farmington Hills Police arrived.

!

Farmington Hills City Couacll
31555 11 MUle, Farmington Hills
7:30 p.m. Monday, Nov. 25

Plante & Moran CPA's of Southffeld will present councll with
the city’s 1984-85 financlal audit. An amendment to the city’s new
snow and {ce removal ordlnance will bo considered. Council will

consider an agreement to participate lo Oskland County's solld -

waste removal program. Farmington Hills administrators are re-
commending co,:mcll not enter into the agreément because It is
more cost-effcctive to contlnue with the gity's current solid waste
dlsposal company. Council wilt conalder entering Into the 1988 tr-
party road improvement program with Oakland County and the
Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT). Also to ba con-

; R ;
aldered i3 adoption of & resalution to.explore possibllities of creat-
ing a park foundation for the Spicer property on Farmington Road,
between 10 and 21 Mlile roads, Improvements Lo the M-102 and
Grand Rlver Avenuo Inizmhﬁnaa will be considered. Council ‘'will

dlscuss nolse for
gdw{xlqm along 1-275, Council will consider adopting the follow-

amendments: on the south side of Ning Mile, east of :

g

Power road singlo-family residential.to multiple-family residen.
gal; cast side of Orchard Lake Road, north of Barlow Street
akland

to planned offico service; southwest cormer of, 12 Mile' and Drake
roads from single-family vesidential t5 office resoarch. X
will bo asked to conslder retaining

duct a survey of Farmington cometetios,. .

inthe .
Hills Orchard subdlyision from single-famtiy residentlal .

Council
an enginsering service 4o con- .

Compact and portable...for de

" oparated 8" color television.
jacks, $300. Right: In black, 2-way.

FM!

4-8p0
AM 2-band radio, High pead dibbing, fo

- playback for un|nl¢r'm

2 ‘Xii’“‘- :




