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Sports writers
don’t grow old

} HE SPORTS WRITER stands along the
sidelines watching the high school team
act out the dreams of hls spent youth.

He does so with pleasure,

Brian Smolinski makes a catch along the
sldellnes, barely staying In bounds, barely able to
put his handa on the ball. The erowd cheers. The
coaches shake thelr heads in wonderment.

“How does he do it*"

Smolinskl, calm and collected on the outslde, is
smlling deeply inslde, feeling every unsatlup of
the accomplishment.

‘The sports writer shares the sensation wlth the
crowd, the coach and the athlete. He's intruding,
but nobedy knows 1t. It's an unobtruslve Intrusion.

Brian Smollnski walks through a line of John

Glenn football players. A gentleman, he ahakes
their hands and congratulates them on winning
the hip — his team's
He's calm and collected on the nulslde On the
Inslde, though, he's grieving.

The sports wrlter scnses nnd shares hls grief.

THE SPORTS WRITER has had simliar
experlences occur in his life. He has felt hls own
sense of accomplishment (that home run that beat
Pat Sheridan's Connic Mack team back in 1978,
the several soltball champlonships) as well as his
own grle! {the time back in 1974 when he
commilted six errors in one baseball game — at
first base. It got so bad that, after a botched
plckoff attempt, the pitcher wouldn't even accept
the throw back from his woeful flrat basemen).

Everyone has thelr tales of woe and glory.

But for most peaple, once those grand days are
through, they are through. Few get to redo the
ages between 16 and 18
- The sports writer does.

. And for that he is thankful.

" He s thankful for the opportunity to witness

and chronicle the lnnoctndeo. brashness, .
a of

bigh
school and amateur sports.
HE 1S THANKFUL for the opporturity to stay
tuned to the energy of the young.

It tickles bim to catch glimpses of the
awkswardness and embarrassment that
accompany the maturation process:

‘The scene Ls the Plymouth Salem pool, the
Weatern Lakes conference swim meet. One of the
meet assistants is a young man wearing a Canton
varsity sweater adorned with a ton of medals,

Glimpse No. 1: The queen of the arca’s dlving
board has just Impressively won her event. Upon
leaving the victory stand, she and the young man

the Canten varsity sweater share a tender and
lngering hug — even the old sports writer can
tell there is something speclal between the two,

Glimpse No, 2: A pretty North Farmington
swimmer ls eying the Canton kid's aweater
disdainfully. “Is that heavy?” she asks in sarcastie
reference to the tonage of victory medals. The
Canton kid turns a deep shade of ved but handles
 the situation well (far better than the sports -
"vriter would, age 18 or 28). He mercly smiles and
1 {aku 1ike he's falllog forward.

THE SPORTS WRITER gets a blg kick out of
5} watehlng tcams ke Livonla Stevenson
§ (swimming and soccer), l-‘armlnxlan Hllll Mercy

 country), Livonia udywood (bulelblll) Troy
f Athens (soccer), Andaver (xwlmmln )

h R
{cross country) and Cranbrook (hockey) dominate
thelr sport year aller year,

At tho same time, he gets a charge out of teams
like Troy {{ootball), Livonla Churchill (girls
basketball) and Schoolcraft College (volleyball)
who rally themselves past blgger and better
:| opponents,

‘|. Dull moments arc few for the sports writer,

:f and for this ke k3 extremely grateful.

:} For every blowout he covers, there's a Canton-
| Salem game, a Mercy-Ladywood, a John Glenn-
.| Horrison.

For cvcry apoiled-rotten, snol-nesed brat,
there's a diligent, hard-working young persen who
calls you sir and tells you he enjoyed your last
artiele.

For every coach who forgets (ime and ma
agaln) to call In his scores, there's a coach who
dellvers the results and statistics of his gamein

'parson — win, lose or draw.

FOR EYERY coach who rages at the
 newspaper, blames It for elther a lack of
‘caverage or for swelllng the heads of the athletes,
-4 there’s n coach who welcomes you into the gym
+} (stadium, field, rink, court) with a handshake and

a *we really appreciate you here” -

'} Fercvery athletlc dlmctar who admonlshes

‘f you at tho gate to show a minimum of slx pleces
nl Identiflcation before allowing you into the

°f eveat, only to kick you out of tha press box to

K mkommlorald:oolneonﬂumm thera'sa.

4! Ron Holland or a Paul CummingsoraFred

1, Goldberg whowﬂlbendovﬂ backward to mmake,

sure you are taken care

\hmammﬁowhmunwwmummdr

m«hughter cnjoyad the article and how *
grandma ml&bsml?mbdhowuh

pennanan amlly scraphook.”
Tod!,thalporbwrﬂugivuthanb.ﬂelln

Michelle Fryait played a key rolo in Mor-
cy's 48-23 district chemplonship victory
ogalnst North Farmington Tuesday night,
Tho senlor guard scored 11 points and

RVANDVB.U.RST I pholographer
mado eight steals. The Mariins advance to
the Cinss A rogionsl ftournament next
Tuosday at and againat Piymouth Salem,

:.h For every parcat that nq\xwwbnbaut imbalsnced]

Tacky guy.

Mercy’s next foe?

Who else,

By Bred Emons
staff writor

Fred Thomann bas his Plymouth Sa-
lem girls basketball team moving vp
the charts,

The Rocka were solld gold Monday
night, rocking and rolling i the second
half for an impressive 81-29 victory
over Livonia Churchill for the Class A
mci champlonshlp at Plymouth

n.

Salem, which wen Its third consecu-

Hilla Mercy, a team they beat earlier
in lhnwu(m. 3-35.

Thomann knows the reazons why hia
xm is' playing string music thesa

ya, .

“We're playing with a lot of confl-
dente,” ke sald. *And we're doing a bet-
0‘?‘ job of geﬂg our plnycrs to help

"We're also playing seven or cight
IE Wo-can make adjustments, go
ccﬂn[nllnmpundnotbehm'

cmmam.x. came [nto tho ma

tchep
at perfect plich, having pulled off & 41—»

34 upaet victory Sllurd-y over Salem'’s
‘chief rival, Canton.
‘The Chargera yed coot and com-
posed for mrly two quariers bc!m
g soar,

“Raey, 164 I018 dear the midviag) 4his
- polat,of tha firet half, but went off k

In the #inal five minates s Salem gral

it's Salem

bed a 26-21 halftime lead,

In the third quarter, Salem opened
things up with a 174 mring surge. The
Rocks centinued thelr seript in the fI-
nal quarter, pulling away with an 18-4

Most instrumentat in Salem’s second
half showing was 3-foot-11 sophomore
Dena Head, who finlshed with a game-
high 25 point

*Once Snlem gets a flve- or sl.l-po!nt
lead,. they're very tough”

conch Roger Springsteen uld “They ) k9 .
lnr:cbzgu :!a p;ai; lsu;h-tt-nmm defenss, lm- et o, s -
an a Hea, u top one-on- M e
minan :: Iaillagly wmnm:mawmqm feteve
one. A0 “hn saicha dP tpiayest : tmu ” "“ m o lhl1 -m‘ﬂllﬂlﬁ h.:mm rwﬁ:ﬂ‘rﬂuﬂ
A ot 2 ’

ALTHOUGH HEAD orchestrated the i wwmﬂjﬂhbﬂ M-H l-hﬂﬂtllﬁp'nﬂmﬂlwllm )

v!ctory, she got help from ber team- 2’1 Iringlay down o A
oxwistyr ot billa, B i i
- Eleappaar Larpver walsts |- = m v

Pnlnt-gnud Julls Tortora kept the

olfenzo in tune, whils 5-11.senlor cen- .

In a moeting betwera the two team:
exrller this year, Head sesred 25,
. . . 1

By Chris McCosky
staff writor

ton Hills Mercy and North Farmington
met for the district glrls basketball
champlonship,

For the third straight year the under-
manned North team played as hard and
a3 good as ft could,

For the the third stralght year, Mer-
cy won.

That’s about all that waa typical in
hI!;hrcys 4823 win at North Tuesday
nl

For starters, Mercy's talented senlor
forward Torrl Ford was on the bench in
street clothes, She apralned her ankle
in practlee, according to Merey coach
Larry Baker, and the cast isn't duo to
come off until later this week.

Baker sald Tucsday that it was
“doubtful” Ford would be ready to play
fn time for next Tuesday's reglonal
tournament game agalnst Plymouth
Salem,

ON THE COURT, Mcrey threw a
barrage of player comblinations at’
North, as well as a smothering mixture
of presses and defenses.

With a hawking man-to-man foll
court press resulting in elght Ralder
turnovers, Mercy forged a 14-4 lead In
the first quarter.

Mercy came out In a zone in the sec-
ond half, maintained the full court
preas, and on offense, ran a slow-down
delay game. This was with a lead that
at one polnt reached 20-7 in the second
quarter.

into a pattern,” Baker sald. “We felt it
was to our advantage L[ we pressed.
And I think you saw us do as many dif-
ferent things a3 we dld because of early
fout trouble. We weren't experiment-
ing. We played i a9 close to the vest a3
possible and at tie same tlme main-
talned pressure.”

There's another theory that could ex-
plain why Mercy played the type of
game It dld. Baker knew that Salem
coach Fred Thomann was n the stands
with his team scoutlng. Why not
confuse the scouting rcports a bit by
altering the plan of attack as often as
possible?

Nonscnse, says Baker.

"AT THIS point in the season, there's
too much at stake to warry about
gnmumamhlp. We played the game to
win it," he sald.

Whatever the theory, the bottom line
1s clear: Mercy overwhelmed Notth,

“We had to score points and we bad

(o be able to bmk the R d
)

Nor(h coach Greg G whose

“We did not want to let North acttle

North Farmington wilts
under Marlins’ tenacity

team finished with a_better-than-ex-
pected 14-9 record. “We just got too
rullled. Mercy was very effective with

For the third stralght year, Farming. thelr

elr press, .
“I really admire ecverything he's
{Baker) dona over there. I'm cavious
and our girls are envious. I wish they
would go all the way.”

Al was not dreary for North, howey-

er, . .
An hour pricr (o the game, Grod-
zickt, with an assist from North boys
basketball coach Tom Negoshian, im.
plemented a new matchup zone’ de-
fense.

*T realized that our hormal zono Just
wouldn't be effective 50 we put In the
new one,” Grodzick! sald. *That'a tough
fn a }ﬁ\m but I theught our kids played

t well.”

i
ESPECIALLY SO in the second
quarter. Only two of Merey's polnts
were scored via ity half-court offense.
Four polnts were acored off olfensive
rebounds and another cight were dircct
scores from North turnovers. _
That dreaded press. Mercy forced 26
turnovers on the night. In one stretch,
North falled to inbounds the balt from
underneath Its basket three atraight

titoes. . .

“You have to glve the credit there to
Margaret DoMattia, Mlchelle Fryatt
and Yvette Maison. They npyued the
pressure we needed,” Baker

Fryatt made clght steals on l.he night
and Malson seven.

Fryatt ‘also played well ol(cnslvnly,
scoring 11 polnts, Terti Nalodka led the
Marlins with 12. Matson added 10.

Sandy Spahn played a strong inside
game for North, scoring nino.polnts to
lead the team. e

The Marlins will take a 16-5 record
Inte Tuesday‘s regional tournament.

N. FARMINGTON 34, FARMING-
TON 36: Heather McPhilllps scored 19
polnts and grabbed 11 rebounds to help
send North Inta the distrlct finals Mon-
day night.

Nancy Cothran added eight.

The Ralders bullt up a 16-2 lcad af-
ter a quarter and coasted to victory.

‘The loss ends Farmington's scason at
2-19. .

Becky Phllp scored 11 polnts for
Farmlngton and Lisa Edwards added
10. Stacy Swanderski (17 rebounds) and
ll;.!uzpence {12) had big nights on the

ards, .

MERCY 50, HARRISON 16; Mercy
got 19 polnts for Terrl Nalodka, 12
{rom Yyette Maison and 12 more from
Michello Fryatt in thelr semilfinal
game Monday.

Jennller,Hughu led winless Harri-
son with slx polnf

#

WAITING UNTIL. NOW T(l BUY A
SOLAR: HEATING . SYSTEM WAS
PRETTY. SMART.

WAITING ANY LONGER. GOUI.D BE
VERY -STUPID.
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