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Neg!e@%@d Volunteer Bureau closes u@ @h@@

q} Terl Banas
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"Rosemary Shechan kept turning the
qoestion over In her mind.

'+~The frustrating !hlng that keeps
working sruugh my mind i3, did we
riiss someéthing?™ she'asked chetorical-
1 this week.

J3Then, she answered (nr herself: “No,
we didn‘t. We Just weren't making any
Béadway.”

YiPresldent of the board of directors

gy, the Oakland County Volunteer Bu.

rgau, Shechan was Interviewed follow.

g the full board’s declslon recently to
se the volunteer agency after 18
ars, *

“mInterviews and referrals wlll contin-
ua through Saturday, Dec. 7.

w=in those 1B years, the bureau has
wpried llke an employment agency —
muiching potentinl volunteers and

thelr Interests with needed
fidsitions in almost 250 volunteer agen-
cjes based In Oakland County,

+BUT INCREASINGLY in recent
yRars, the bureau found ltsclf “underu-
tQized” by area agencies, many of
which have become sophlsticated
enough to seek their own volunteers
without outside assistance.

“We concluded .we were just redun-
dant,” satd Shechan, who had been with
the bureau since starting as an inter-
viewer in 1978. “The statistics kept
coming in, and we decided that there
wasn't much point in our justifylng our
exIstence further when there wasn't a
need.”

The deelsion, I difficult, wasn't un-
expected,

The bureau, housed In Blrmingham's
United Methodlst Church, had spent the
past several months In an Intense self-
evaluation. A recent survey of 250 area
agencles, wh.eh It had kept onethe-
bobks for volunteer referrals, found
that only 80 were still actlve.

aMany agencles that had relied on the

Bireau for the Interview screening
wlre now performing that function
tRémsclves. More have thelr own full-
thme directors and volunteer coordina-
togs.

SHE BUREAU'S own l\md raulng

¥
sad closing

efforts had been hampered in recent
years by difflculties in documenting
placements. In anticipatlon of the clos-
Ing, this year it suspended fund raising.

“But the problem wasn't in the fund
ralsing. It was in how that money was
spent,” Sheehan added.
spending a ot of money to Imerview on
the average maybe two people a day at
$70 cach. Now, that's not very cost-cf-
fective.”

During Its peak perlod, the center
averaged 500-600 volunteer place-
ments a year, she recalled, leading Into
2 discusslon ¢n the chnnglng nnlure of
volunteerism,,

IN 175 18 years of vperaliun, the
dulk of thelr resources were middle
aged, non-working women.”

“A lot of potentlal volunteers have
now heen absorbed into the workforce,”
she sald. This single soclal trend has
had a big Impact on the drnlnlnzvalun-
teer pool.

“For many years this was a.great
place for women trying to get tnto the
workforce to Improve thelr work skills,
Some of them did find paying jobs and
were absorbed.”

“We were .

unteers, On this particular afternoon, '
she noted, two men entered the bureau
to Inquire about volunteer work. Both
men work full time in their own busl-
nesses.

Mnr: elderly- residents are jolning
up, she

Somethlng has happened,” she sald.
“It's kInd of a soclal phenomenon.”

THE BUREAU'S histery dates back
o 1967 when it was formed by the
Unlted Communlty Services organiza-
tion and the Junior League of Birming-

am.

In 1981 it was dropped by the UCS
organization. It operated Instead on
private donatlons and fund-ralsing ef-
forts like garage sales, The office was
run jointly by part-time offlce mana-
‘gers Keene Reese and Nancy 2int In
recent times.

Sheehar, who once served a3 a subur-
ban New Jersey mayor before moving
back to the Detrolt area in 1967, sald
the closing will be a sad occasion for
those who were close to the operatlon.
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Near the end of Its the
center began seelng other ¢ types of vol-
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BIRMINGHAR COIN/ABACO FINANCE
1287 S. Woodward « Blrmingham
E- 8ldo of Woodward » 6 Biks. N. of 14 Milo
Man.-Sat, 8:30-5 : 842.12

| you're wearing it ...

"Just brush all your hair

f

They won't know

and neither will you!

through this umque creation!

LUXURJOUS
“HAIR" FIBERS
COLOR HIGHLIGHTS

FOR YOUR TRY ON APPOINTMENT AT IAN
AUTHORIZED SALON

CALL: {313) 261.4468

DIVISION QF ALT DESIGHS INC  LIVONIA, M| 42150
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) .
It’s nice to be loved.

‘Believe me, I had no idea I would be this .
popular. And I wish now that there had been'a '
whole lot more of me to go around, But there
isn’t. So please accept my apologies for not -
bemg here in‘time for the ad in today’s holiday:
section. Maybe we can get together next year.

i 5}¢xz{r:rmmv Fragie;

--Santabear

SOMERSET MALL-December 203e4. 10am 9:00pm -
FAIRLANE December 56 ¢ 7 .10am..9:30pm
. TWELVE OAKS..—December 9e10a11.10 am.9:30pm
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