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By Crad Emons
staff writer

Bob Stebdblns had & good football
scason, but it wasn't quite up to Bab
Stebbins standards,

There Is much more to accomplish
for the 6-foot-4, 225-pound tight end
{rom Central Michigan University.

The Livonla natlve tied teammate
Joha Deboer for the team lead in re-
ceptions, calching 28 passes for 344
znrd: (13.2 per grab) and one touch-

own.

"1 was really pleased with the sea-
pon.d" sald the Franklln High School
grad.
catches §f I badn't mlssed the last

ame.”

Stebbins underwent surgery for a
broken right thumb, suffered in prac-
Uce four days prior to the scason
flnale with Northern Illlnols.

A broken left thumbd caused the
tight end to miss most of his fresh-
inan year, but the Injury turned cut to
be a blesaing in disgulse because it en-
abled Stebblns to red-shirt, glving
hlm an extra year of eligibllity.

Sitting out the Northern Dllnots
game, however, may have cost the
CMU tight end a spot on the Al)-Mid.
American Conference team,

“THERE WERE an awful lot of
good tlght ends in the league and
sometimes they just go on stats,” said
CMU assistant coach Mike Poff. “But
Bob caught the ball well and he's an

No satisfaction
Stebbins'big season not enough

exceptlonal blocker. He's very smart.
“And don't forget be's young. He's
got two more years left.”
Central Michigan finlshed with a 7-
3 record, but acecording to Stebblns,
that wasn't good enough.

“I'm looking forward to next year,”
he said. “We were three plays away
from winning the title this year, We
lost three games by a total of 13

Ints.

“We were decimated by Injuries
and went 7-3. We lost flve or atx key
players and that’s what hurt.”

Deboer, a senior split end rated
highly by the pros, was among the
casualties, missing the flnal three
games with a knee injury.

“We lost All-MAC and All-Ameri-
can type players,” sald Stebblns. “I'm
sure Deboer would Bave ended up
with a lot more catches than 26."

WITH MAC CHAMP Bowling
Green loslag a number of blg-name
players to graduation, CMU could be
the league's top contender next year
along with Miami of Ohlo. Both teams
fose very little to graduation,

“We have the talent and we're al-
ways In the game,” Stebbins sald.
"But we're not delivering ln the
clutch, We hope to make It happen
next year,

“I'll be disappointed if we don't win
1t {the MAC) in my flve years. It was

frustrating as a team this year, Four
or flve years In a row we've been
coming close. We should have won It
last year, and that was our year. (To-
ledo took the title).

“Nobody wants sccond or third.
You get slek and tred of 16

CMU could have big plans next
year for Stebbins,

*1 really bope to have a lot of
catches and 1 hope to be 2 key parl of
the offense,” he sald. “I hope to work
of my strength over the winter and
summer 30 I can dominate people.

"NOT TO USE the old army alogan,
but I want to be the best { can be. I'm
golng to work {n the weight room and
gatn about 10 pounds.*

Stedbing’ biggest concern at the the
moment, however, is getting through
fInal exams. Sporting a 3.84 grade
point average in business-finance,
Stebblns was recently placed on the
natlona) ballot for the College Sports
Information Directors of Amerlca
Academle All-American team. That
news came after he made the GTE
Distriet IV squad.

“It's kind of tough when you can't
write,” Stebbins said. “Exams are
golng to be tough. I can type, but I
can't even do that.”

Stebblna will manage desplte the
handicap. His self-imposed standards
won't let him slack off.

the week ahead

BOYS BASKETBALL

Beflewiio al Liv. Stevenson, 7:30 p.m.

Wald. John Glonn a1 Wayna Mom., 7.20 p m.
Piy. Canton at Besghton, 7:30o.m.

Teenton al Piy. Salom, 7.0 p m.
Farm. Kamtson at Kettering. 7:30 p m.
N. Farmington al SF-Lathvup, 7:30 p.m.
Redtocd Union a1 Farmingion, 7:30 p m.
Gardon City n1 Chorry H®. 730 p m

Ma. Lakeiand al Rod. Thurslon, 7: pm.
Clarencoviia al Taylor Deptal, 7:30 pm.
Dorpesa, 7.30p m.
Catholc Cent. ot Clarkston, 7:30 p.m.

PREP HOCKEY

Wednesday, Dac. 4
Cathoic Cont. a1 Grosse Pi. South, 7:30p m
Lte. Franklo al Wyendotte (Yach).8p m
Liv. Slevenson v3. Southfeid-Lathvup,
L. Churchid va. Bloomfeld Hita 7 ndovor

RYIB Rottenstone and lots of lemon oil nn a
perfume-stained dresscr. Repeat If noces-
asry. Odds aod ends dlsippear fast when
you use & low.coat Observer & Eeccentric
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CADDELL DRAIN - PHASE IT '
CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS :
L CITY OF FARMINGTON !
OAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN
Bealod proposals will be recelved by THE DRAINAGE BOARD CADD]
DRAIN - Phase 11, Oakland an!aOmhlmnr Nalmﬂhﬁ

Poatlac, Mickigan, for the coostroction of certain dralns 404 structares,
quantities:

1. 330011 of N” to & - 6™ dlo mewern.
Creek Channel Improvements
3. Constraction of five () starm water retontion facilities

+ (
. Coustraction of thres (3) new cévert and extension of five (5) existing

Pnpnn!;ml f
time all bids will be publicty
PROPOSAL TO SE

De received wp (0 2:06 P R8T, cn (o date set forth hereln, at which

'with each proposal. - ‘ .
Ownes £ mcoept sty proponl, Lo reject £y propasal
. towalreirregrieritin in the proposals. ﬂv‘ rzy" .“
Mo biddor may wilbdraw bls bd within $ days after the actial éatd of opectng -

GEONGE W. EUHN, Chatroan
Dratazgs Barrd for the Caddell Dvala, Phase T
. I3 . . . -

)

1 Lvonaa's Edgar Arona, 6 and 8p m ¢
Friday, Dec. 8

ay,
L. Churchal va. Livonia Fronkin
a1 Lvoma's Edgar Arona, 6 p.m.

Salurday. Dac. 7
Cathot< Cenl. v3. Fraser (Redtord), @ p m.
L. Churchull gl Mitord Lokeland, 7 p m

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Fridsy. Osc. §
Gien Oaks al Schooicrah (men) , € p.m.
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Unheralded Ron Wendt
making his name knowmn

By Chris McConky
statf writer

The shadow that has engulfed Ron
Wendt for the betier part of his athletle
life Is moving away.

Ron Weadt, 1882 Redford Catholle
Central graduate, Is the least visible
member of & very vislble athletle fami-

1y.

The clder Wendt, Art, was a standout
baseball player In the semipro ranks.
Art Wendt Jr. played basketball and
bascball at Livonla Stevenson. Greg
Wendt, the most vislble of all the
Wendts, is a beadliner with the Univer-
sity of Detroit basketbali team.

Eyen the youngest Wendt, C.J1., a sen-
for at CC, has gotien conslderable ac-
claim for his prowess on the soccer
fleld.

THEN THERE'S Ron Wendt. .

At 6-5, coaches and friends at Catho-
lic Central took for granted that Ron
would follow in brother Greg's
footsteps and play basketball.

“Everyone kind of expected me to
play basketball, but at that time, my
coordination hadn't eaught up with my
size,” he sald.

He was cut from the team a5 a soph-
omore, cut agaln as o sealor. "I thought
1 was good enough to make the team
my senlor year, but you know how that
goes,” he sald,

Ron Wendt sct out to make a name
for himself in football. By the time he
was a senlor at CC hls weight had
topped the 200-pound mark and, like alt
the Wendts, bls physique was muscular.

+ But Wendt was a seldom-used player
In high school. To this day, be docan’t
fully understand why.

“I played some on double tight end
situatlons,” he sald. “There were some
games [ didn't play at all. 1 dldn't think
I'was that bad.®

IT 1S his staunch bellef In his own
abillty that has allowed Wendt to per-
severe through the arduous times.

“It bas gone ln phases,” he sald. “In
high school a Iot of people thought I'd
be a good prospect, and I kind of dida’t
llve up to expectations. And all through
high school, alt I heard was ‘you’re
brother this, you're brother that.’ Now I
love to bear about my brother, It's kind
of o joke now. Whenever I get my name
in the paper It says, 'Ron Weadt, the
younger brother of Greg Wendl' It
doesn’t bother me at all.”

Ron Wendt has Indeed otched out his
own athletic identity. He is a major col-
lege football player, & good one, at
Eastern Michigan Unlversity.

He wasa't recrulted out of high
&chool. He walked on and earned his
scholarshlp — a feat few achleve at the
Divislon I [evel.

“l contacted coach Bob LaPointe
over the summer, and he told me to
come out,” Wendt sald. *I was a pre-
ferved walk-on. I went into the practie-
es all geeked-up, ready to work as hard
as I could. I fust tried to catch the
coaches' cye as often as possible.”

A week Into camp, Wendt was of-
fered a scholarship. From that day on,
he has steadily chipped away at that
pesky shadow,

AFTER SITTING out his first year
at Eastern as a red-shirted defensive
lineman, he saw limited duty as an of-
fensive llneman the next two years.

He began this seasop ns a second-
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NEAR SIGHTED?

~NEW SURGERY FOR MYOPIA
FREE LECTURE AKD SLIDE FRESENTATION
ON TREATMENT FOR NEAR SIGHTEDNESS BY

MARTIN APPLE, M.D.

TIME: Wednesday, December 4th
740 P.

PLACE: Novi Hilton

1223 & 8 Mile
Refreshmens Served

. was during the season? Greg Wendt,

strlng lincman. Midway throughl, .
Wendt approached head coach Jim |
Harkema. - o
“Coach, I think I can belp the team °
more I I played tight end,” hesald, .»°
Harkema, surprised by Weodt's re-
quest, sald he'd have (o think about it.
Two weeks later, Wendt was the starte
ing Ught end. —
*I like tight end a lot more,” Wend? .
said, "Hut, playlng tackle wasa't as bad
as I thought it would be, cither. I'll play. -
wherever they necd me.”
Wendt's response to his tight-end ay-
aignment was this: He caught 14 passes
for 116 yards and two touchdowns (oné *
En each of the last two games) and was
a punishlog blocker,

“My ilrst couple games they dido't .
throw to me,” he said. *“Then against..
Central (Michigan Unlveralty) I caught
four. That got my confidence up. I -
knew 1 could catch the ball. Before, | ©
was pretly nervous.” -

GUESS WHO Ron Wendt's No, 1 fan
*He came to everyone of my home -+
games except one,” Ron Wendt sald *
“We're really tight. We call each other

all the time to fInd out how each other +
did. When I caught that first touchdown .
he was pretty exclted.”

It's ironlc that Wendt's developmeiit
p the team’s eot.
EMU won just four football games in’
WendU's flrat three scasons. The teay
won four games this scason alope. ““'*
Wendt is hoping that next scason, hly
scnior scason, is the year the shadow.
disappears completely — from both
the EMU team and himself.
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