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“FARMINGTON HILLS is a very
good example of land use development
growing at such a tremendous pace,”
satd Deanls Pajot, the rcad commils-
slon’s public Information officer,

State offlclals are excited over the
prospect of a new Mazdn auto manu-
{acturing plant in Flat Rock and con-
cerned about the need for new roads
and other capltal improvements In that
area, sald Farmington Hills Clly Mana-
ger Willlam Costick.

But Oakland County’s dcvclnpmenl
and resulting problems far outstrips
the construction of one auto plant, Cos-
tick sald,

“Farmington Hills, Southfisld and
‘Troy have (in cffect) four or flve Mazda
plants being bullt — with the same
road problems — plus all the reslden-
tial growth. And there's no outslde as-
sistance. We are trying to put pressure
on the county and state to do some-
thing," he aaid.

But money, or the Jack of it, Is the
overwhelming obstacle in a county
where (t's no seerct the road ayatem i3
in dls; “I cannot tetl you what the
needs are,” Pajot sald. “That's what we
are trylng to find out. But $100 mlllion
certainly s not liberal.”
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IN THE road commisslon's 1985-36
budget, though, only approximately
$16.9 mlllion is available for Improve-
ments on 2,350 miles of roads under the
county's Jurlsdlcuon. Another $16 mil-
lion to $17 milllon is allocated for road
malntenance and $2 miltlon to $3 mil-
llon for admlnlatration and overhead.
The total annual budget ls approxl-
mately $31 million to $41 milllon,
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To make matters worse, there lsn't
any possibility of vastly [ncreaslng
funding from the mus or lcdznl gov-
ernments,” Pajot sa}

The county road comm.l.nlvnl top
priority s lal:ly improvements. The
second priority In determining which
roads are lmproved s the avallability
of money, “We gave up on our goal of
ever making the system adequate,” Pa-
Jot aaid.

- But Pajot i3 quick to add that the
county’s lack of money for major roads
is nou:lng new. It begun long ago.

The stato didn't recognize Qakland
County as-an u:ban county until 1972.
With Increased growth between the end
of World War IT and 1972, Olkhnd
County's road system only grew
“So we have been behind the clzht bal]
since the word go,” Pajot sald,

BECAUSE THE county road com-
mission recejves its greatest bulk of
money from Public Act 51 gas and
weight taxes, many outside factors
have affected road financing, Costick
sald.

First, the county is atlll yrecovering
from the fuel crisis of the mid-1870s.
Revenue is based on geallons. And mo-
torists were using less gasollnes and
were buying cars boasting fuel econo-
my and lighter welght. As a result, the
county was recelving less gas and
welght tax revenue,

Adding to the problem was the reces.
sion of the carly 1980s, Costick sald.
“But when it comes o roads, every-
thing Involves gasoline, The price of
gasoline certainly Is higher; construc-
tlon costs (In part beeause of cll coats)
increased, as well as the cost of paris
and labor.

“The polnt {s, costs were golog up
and revenue going down, We were be-
hind anyway. Now we are very behlnd
on road construction, It's not & critl
clsm of the county. It is a fact of Iife.”

WITH LESS money than is needed
for road improvements, county road of-
ficlals decided the best avenue would
be to personally contact mayors, super-
visors and clty managers io the coun-
ty’s 61 communities to help determine
what should be done.

*We know bow limited our resotrces
are now. So we opened a dialogue with
thie coamunitles,” Pajot sald.

Road commission staff have asked
community officials “what they fore-
see 3-10 years; what thelr needs are
and what can be done.”"

When the staff completes discussions
with all communities, a report will be
developed and made publle — probably
in January, Pajot sakd,

“They have gone out and surveyed.
We let them know of our frustration.
But mey already know of our frustra-
tlons," ck

Farmington offlclals have not sched-
uled yet o meetlng with road commis-
slon staff.

DOLAN'S LETTER to the road com-
mission calls for commlsaloners to take
a strong leadership role in securing fi-
nanelng for major road Improvements
and suggests a “major, multmlillon-

_ provement needs, They

dollar, emmtywltn bond Inuo and the

state and fedml mhunm" to pay for
needed proj
Olher Imp rovements needed In
a , according to Dolan's
lelm, include:

® Extending Northwestern Highway
from Orchard Lake to Maple in West
Blwmmld ‘Township,

© Addltional Interchanges off 1698
into Farmington Hills to relleve traffic
wuguuon at the Orchard Lake Inter-

0 Wldenlng Middlebelt from 14 Mile
to Grand Rlver.

& Widening the Grand Rlver over-
pazs at M-102 near Halated,

“As you can sec, this brief lst of
projects would 2dd up to a multimll-
lton-dolar program of lmprovements
in Farmington Hills alone. We recog.
nlze the financial constralnts that have
been experfenced by the Oakland Coun-
ty Road Commission,” Dolan wrote.

IN THE city’s response to the road
commission’s questionnaire, Costlck of-
fered flve suggestions for increasing
road funding to meet the city’s im-

Include:

® Working cooperatively with other
Oakland County officials to develop a
plan to obtaln substantial {ncrease in
county general funds.

@ Working with the Michigan De-

partment of Transportation (MD(YI”_) X

Bloodmobile at city hall

Amecricar Red Cross Blood Services
Southeastern Michigan Region will
hosl a bloodmobile from 10 a.m. to 4

m. Tucsday in the Farmingion Hills
Munlclpnl Bulldlng 31555 11 Mile.

Call David Justus for an appoint-
ment: 474-68115, Ext, 289,

Blood can be donated by anyone in
good health between the ages of 17 and
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70 and who welghs at least 110 pounds.
“Don: slmple, safe and
tisk free. Thero is absolutely no risk to
the donor of contracting any Infectious
discase. A new, sterile needle 1s used
for each donor and then discarded. Do-
natlng blood is painless, takes lexs than
an hour and can save up to four Hves,”
according to a Red Cross press release.
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‘and the Mich) Department of of Com-
mercs to obu‘!‘nnlddlllmll state fund-

Whitemmlymld

,ing and support for the city's “tremen- matching gran

“dous rate of ecomomlic development
lnd resultant road demands.”

® Providing leadership to congres-
slonal representatives (nd other local
officlala so additional federal grant
dollars can ba obtatned.”

® Working with Oaklaod County Ex-
ecuﬁvn Danlel Murphy and county
commissioners {0 develop a bond pro-

gram {0 provide relief to the road sys-
tem.

® Working with locat officlals to
-form a partoership with private de-
velopers and corporalions to seek solu-
tions to immedlate road funding.

“WITH ALL the grmruz going on In
Oakland County, es) y southern
Oakland County, we need a large Influx
of dollars. We try to garner as much
fedeml money a3 possible,” Costick

! But because of the county road com-
misslon's lack of money, Farmington
Hllls, for exampla, has been pleking cg
the county’s 12.5 percent shars, Costi

sald. The city's current widening
project on 12 Mile, between Orchard
Lake and Farmington Road is an ex-
ample,

The city 18 pleking up a 25 percent
share of costs — Including the county’s
ehara — for the $2 milllon project.

“We could make the logical argu-
ment that Oakland County Is growing
at a fster pace and road problems are
0 serious that there ought to be some’
rellef provided,” Costick said.
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At the New, ultra-modern
$2,000,000 luxury Fitness
America Spa in Livonia, we know
that a strong body must work

Oriental meditation...to produce
the finest YOU you can be.

At the Nevy | 00inovA e,
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COMPLETE CO-ED FACILITIES

The facilities are luxurious.

The personnel are knowledgeable
and highly trained professionals
and your program is indlvidual-

ized just for you.

Be the best you can be. At the’
new Fitness America Spa.
Great confidence arises from a

great workout.:
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PRE-OPENING SPECIAL
OFF CHARTER
MEMBERSHIPS !
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If you join Fitness America c

today you will receive two years
of benefits for the price of one! Or
one year of fitness for two people.

This is a limited time offer, so

call Fitness America today! Get in
shape...Get in Total Shape with
Fitness America.

Luxurious Facilities include:

+ Individual suntanning booths « Huge BN .
Oriental Style Whirlpool « Heated Olympic

style swimming pool + Finnish steam bath

* Arizona Dry Sauna - Super Circuit .

+ Acroblc cxercise classes * Oriental Martial . B

Arts « Ultra-Modern result-producing -~ o v

progressive reslstance training equipment, '
including: » Universal * Nautilus « Body
Master Life Circle and Frcc wclghts

y by Oak.
. land County and the local community.




