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Worth having

Form an area foundation

‘What we do for ourselves dies with
us., What we do for our

tionary contributions ol money, sccurl(les.
or property. B would

tiveslong after we are gone.”
~— Theodore Rooscuelt

REATIVE FINANCING has be-
come a buzzword in municipal af-
fairs as local governments strug-
gle to stay financlally strong

amid cries of rellef {from weary taxpay-
ers.

A duct of this 1l £t
npproach has been the non-profit, tax-ex-
empt foundation. It's intended to stimu-
1ate interest and cash for worthwhlle pub-
1lc projects.

thin this fr k, the Far

include charitable, cultural, artistlc, clvlc.
recreationnl, acientific or educational en
deavors.

A community foundation could also ad-
minister smaller foundat{ons — fnciuding
ones for the Splcer property. the Farm-
ington Ci
Families In Action, the anﬂngton Com-
munity Band, civic beautification and as-
piring artists.

FARMINGTON PUBLIC Schools sees
the Spicer property-as a key source of ed-
ucational enrichment. And what better
way I3 there to give something back to the
than by helplng enrich lts

Hills City Council has approved the con-
cept of teaming with the city of Farming-
ton and the Farmington Public Schools to
set up a foundation to support develop-
ment of the Spicer property — a picture-
posteard, 212-acre tract that's both a
wildlife refuge and a nature preserve.

A “Spicer Foundation" would generate
grants, gifts and donations from business-
cs, organizations and individuals for de-

1 of the ]! 1

*land, which lies north of the Farmington
Community Center near Farmington
Road and 10 Mile.

ALTHOUGH THE Far Observ-

schools?

As emphasized in the National Commls-
sion on Excellence in Education’s critical-
1y pointed report, “A Nation at Risk,” it 18
a “traditlonal bellet that paying for edu-
cation i3 an investment in ever-renewable
human resources that are more durable
and flexlble than capltal plants and equip-
ment.”

The report pins the primary responsi-
bility for school {Inancing on state and lo-
cal officials.

Although it argues the federal govern-
ment should help meet the needs of gifted,
dlsadvantaged, minority and handicapped

er supports restrained development of the
creek-traverséd site, we wonder whether
a “one-theme" publle foundation is the
way to go.

1t would seem wiser to get up a commu-
nitywide foundation. A “Farmington Area
Community Foundation" would be over-
seen by a board of trustees made up of
respected community leaders who would
manage contributions.

The Farmington/Farmington Hills
Chamber of Commerce could sponsor the
foundation.

And Farmlington Hills, Farmington and
the Farmington Public Schools could work
closely with the foundation to promote the
value of private and charitable giving as
an alternate source of community-project
funding. !

A community foundation would hold in
trust and administer reatricted or discre-

it calls upon citizens to provide
the financial support necessary to:

® Prevent the nation's educational
foundations from “being eroded by a ris-
ing tide of mediocrity that threatens our
very future.”

@ Reverse the trend of “the average
graduate of our schools and colleges today
not being as well educated as the average
graduate of 25 or 35 years ago.”

THE REPORT reminds “that everyone
can learn, that everyove 1s born with an
urge to learn which can be nurtured.”

It also reminds, “Excellence costs. But
in the long run, mediocrity costs far
more.”

If prudently
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Tourism aid fragmented

+ A MONTANA pamphlet shows how to
do it right.

It divides the Big Sky state into regions
— “Yellowstone Country,” “Charlic Rus-
u!lCounuy."rnndnoan. .

Than it davotes several pages to each.
For every region there 1: a single chart

5 Tlm
P¥ Richard

listing a}l federal and sta
all boating stes, all hlswrlc sites, other
polnts of interest.

It doesn’t matter whether the site or
park Is run by the ©.S. Interfor Depart-
ma:t‘ the Agrlcultnre Department or a

Evi

a vacation-

wide foundation should prova an invalu.
able support mechonism as local school
and government officlals strive to be fru-

gal without sacriflcing quality.
— Boh Bkiar

Right way

This parent knows best!

ANY SCHOOL k14 could bave told e
city of Livonin, the Gr Clvie

inhomes of nnrmnl size, Jocated in normal

- socintion in Southileld and the dozens o! ‘

governments and groups around the umo
what the outcome would be.

They tried to keep out group homes for
the retarded and lmndlcnpped through uso
or clse to restrict

It's o textbook principle that local gov-
crnments are creatures of the state. As

creatures, they can't overrule the parent..

Thus, their court:battle against group
homes was fatile from the very beginning.
Years, thousands of pages of legal doc-
uments and many hours of courtroom
time later, the Michigan Suprerme Court
- said po to these trangparent attempts to
. keep out group homcs’ If. the plaintiffs
have accomplished , it bas been
only to vént thelr spleen, to enjoy the
cathartle henefits of howling.
Other than that,. they -&ccomplished
rothing — &3 any school kid cuuld hnvu
told them.

FOR THOSE wbu believe courts and
state. government can do something good,
we share with you some delightful para-
graphs from Justice Mlehnel Cavanagh's

. 60 oplnion;
- “Prier to the carly 1660s, mentally re-
tarded nod other” developmentally - dis.
abled persons were routlacly iastituifon-
* alired Justitutlonelization was Initlally
Gonlghbd to shalter cuch perscas from the

" rickn of soclely. Byumcaxly:othmw:y.‘ .

that provide opportunities
for normal socletal Integrluon and inter-
action.

“Such community plnmn:nt permita
disabled persons to reach their fall
tlal and become contrlbuﬁng pmancuva
members of noclety

. “SOME COMMUNITIES, h ",

poten-*

erneed:mkmwi.loulllnedon one chart,

STATE SEN. Harry DeMaso . should
wave that pamphlet under the neses of
=ome of Michigan’a bureaucracy.

The
vauuan in Montana but to show them it's
possible to: unlfy governmental efforts
Ppromoting to

The mtm- from Battle Creek has a

causa.~ to'create a 20th depnnmmt of

state’ government devoted to Tourmn.

" Todo -o,m- package of bills will have

to take amy some programs from the de-

. partments 'l‘nnspoﬂa)‘ tlon (DOT), Nan:;
ral

llnot!opemadau:lo‘

HE CONTENDS — mrreclly — that
's efforts are f;

Secretary of State Richard Austin; for
example, is in charge of historic aités and-
historical museums. olfice puts out a.
:luml:t pamphlet on thosk sites. And Q.hnt'x

DNR puts out a book on state patk and .
state forest campsites, But it faily to'list
the 80 campgrounds In the three milllon
acres of Natlonal Forests, Indeed, tere
are some DNR pamphlets that are posi-
tively misleadlng — that Indicate all of .

nhmmmmummuromumd
that natlonal foresta don'texlst. .- . =

- does DNR material mzn!fon e

Nor:

Department of State’s histori¢ i

MDOT publishes the nmdnl n;ah
transportation map and leaves oif the
Natlonal Forests, Not even a green tint.
On the other hand, Colorado; Mlinols, Ken:
tucky, Montana and Penmylvnnh nu)a
do show these great natural

THE VAR!OUS dcparlmems of state
ofa

Depnr!ment ol Tov.rLsm Recreaﬂou and
ture. .
Oh, you don't see Austin from State,
Ron Skoog from DNR or Jim Pitz from
DOT at DeMaso’s committee hearing
open!y nrgulng agnlnst it
third-stringers to intone
long, nbatmct statements about functions
and priorities. The statements close by
-usking more money for thelr lmgmcn{cd
. little programs.
DeMaso summed it up: “Ninety-nine
t of those In the travel husiness

“Wunt a 20tk department of tourism. But

. from the state ngenci-, 1 get only objec-
" tiong — or sllence.”

- MICHIGAN SPENDS $9.8 million on

. travel promatlon, placing it in the tap five

of travel budgets in the country. It's still
lar beh.lnd the $14 million apeat hy l]ll-

Tourl!m is an $11 billion Industry —
manufacturing but just about tied

behind
; with agricullure as the state's second big-

lt' 's an Industry that concerns not only

resorts and gift shops In the Upper Penin-

mln but hatels, alrllncs. goli courses and
tan area.

Each little olﬂce dal.ns
ita little unng

. (] getung tm.ly (mgxan belp from
mte gwernmeut. It dserva better,

YOU DON’I‘ havu tobehwiah wxaup-
ty

were and are reluctant to allow ‘commu-
nity,’ ‘group’ or ‘fester care’ homes in res-
identlal areas. Zo and

ordinances
practices have been used elther to exclode -

such homes eatlrely or to mm'ict them to
commerelal areas.

“The restit sreaiion of

one that

ova mkeu nnd mu ot ua’;;.!.rac!e of

lights.
mm Iz.m yeau hnva
struggl

aimas(ux

rreedmn pmmugaty.lorwme,
Hglous freedom is stiil A dreamn,

‘ghettos’ of foster care bomu. particnlar-

1y tn transitional residential areas, busi:

ness, o inslitntional zoney. Such.concen-

tJ‘auom of lostn; care hom om.n dunge
o

ﬁndm;t;.:zmepurpmubeﬂndmmnl .

ization

by arca resideata .

“Plaintiff homeowrcers . , . falled fo

* sufficlently allege any dcpnvaﬂon of

tbezo property righta Gontrnq to plnln-
tifls* rep assertions, the

Leense (to operate a foster care homc)
doeanot rczom any propcrty."

lFﬂ'wcmnptobomeommuaoda ..
. ‘tions, mest- cdtics and ' townships, tlere
Awouldbonolwtercmbomuluwchl-

gan
Bu:mto xovcrnmuat mndo a'tetigh, bu

" however, 159 ¥
fraticn cx-.nm:cd to x.‘ml of pm'»ecunz euct:
. ¢iy from tiese
£S"‘By the iada:, 3 ‘du‘.mct Hemanistie -
. pnipsases’ hed odeareed, wiich
1 ‘normelization’ of thean dlsabled indl- ©
{ausls. Accondiy (aihly 2pptva; dia-
eresity Whe twere. enxbla to Uva

shesiod

:unLLch ane -l‘.Inwed to m‘dn Y

forward-loaking deciston to creata fostar

care homea. With 0§ pages of groat care, |,
" the state Supseme Conrt opheld tha legnl

K lty and homauity of that éocisian. ..
*&0d o sy eohaot kid contd bave pm

 dicked, "Adult fodla. ears fatlilties ro- - .
from 1;&1 LoY5g erdle

2

" <= Obsarey & Bccoatdo

‘zad. *T'think of ‘thoes peeplo. who don't

‘havo’ fellglous freedom mday X bwu to -

ﬂghtlcrlhm:.~ LA

(e

e for. u!!mloux B

thcureﬁslnn.toprmvekfmm, nhe

GMW!NO ‘UP o' Santn,
Welna's Jawich assoclations wero fow,
SEo wes the firnt ba‘ mu:valx over isi the -

. hacti
tor !’ldner who drearns of the fellow Je

shemetundcannnt erm them from her
Jmind,

-"*Now, they have names and faces and
that makes the paln 8o much more In~

u:me, sheuld.

NOW. WEINER is ever more aware of
mmb!enlna.therlghttoxotnam

lsrneLorhuelnSomhﬂeld.Nowlunder-
“stand that better."-

‘Rocently, when llw Jewhh Commaunity
Councll (JCC) had -2 mess human rights
meéting with almost 800 people attending,
F&ﬂ!nﬂcabﬂmnle tock & promi-

“Welper nynxa'lu\l.iummoﬂm
it /of - the. Svmt‘ Jews. be.lng denied




