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Dancers trying out for the chorus or apeclality numbers In “Annie Get Your Gun” auditloned Individually or In groups agalnst a back ground of holiday packages. Durlng ouditions, lhe stago was sot with
food glfts the students had prepared to bo distributed by Focus Hope. Before the cast is chosen the girls will have launched. thelr hollday clothing drive. 3

Double anniversary
Mercy ngh marks 40th year, Mercyaires mark 25th

By Loralne McClish
staff wrlter

““ANNIE GET Your Gun," which
opened on Broadway in the
spring of 1946, wlill be pro-
duced in the spring of 1986 as

part of the celebratlon of Mercy High

School's 40th anniversary.

The school shares the annlversary
with the Mercyaires, a selcet group of
the school's singers, dancers and instru-

mentallsts who performed around the
metropolitan arca about 60 times a
year. This year the group marks its sil-
ver anniversary.

The Mercyalres recelved their first
silver anniversary “gift” early In the
season when they were Invited to ap-
pear as the back-up group for
Rosemary Clooney's “White Christmas
Party" in Sterllng Heights' Premler
Center,

“1t’s anc of the nicer things that has

Kevin Nolan (at left) and Danny Poux, both studants at Unlversity
of Detroit High Schoo), found a corner af the choir room to bone
up on “Annle Get Your Gun" choreography bofore going on stage
to audition, Students from about a dozen ares high schools will be
auditioning for the male rolea.

ever happened for the girls and
couldn't have come at a better time,”
said Larry Teevens, who is head of the
school's music department and inliia-
tor of the traveling troupe.

“Rosemary Clooney uses all local
talent for back-up for her pre-Christ-
mas shows, and when she was in Van.
couver she used the Vancouver Sym-
phony and the Vancouver Chorale. So,
belng asked was pretly heady stuff, It
was the reputation of the past Mer-
cyaires that got the invitatlon, but I
had no worry about the 20 we have now
passing the auditlon. Thoy are an ex-
traordinarlly talented bunch,” he said,

Rosemary Clooney’s White Christ-
mas Party advertiscments read
“Featuring The Mercyalres” in blg and
bold letters, at 2:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Dee. 19 In Premler Center,
33970 Van Dyke,

‘Tlcket Information s glven at 978
3450, Optlonal buffet and group rates
arc available at both performances.

MERCY HIGH School's

Get Your Gun" and about 130 teens
lined the halls waliting for their number
to be called to go on stage.

Many wore cowboy hats or petti-
coated skirts. Many were clustered In
small groups singlng snatches from
songs of the long-running show. Some
were working out their own chorcogra-
phy to perform for thelr appearances.
Some had taken it upon themselves to
teach others baslc dance steps that
would be used.

Auditlons are open to all Mercy High
School students to fill the female roles.
1f traditlon holds the male roles will be
filled by teens who come {rom as many
as a dozen area high schools to audi-
tlon,
“The cast can run up to €0-70 In this
show and every student In the school is
encouraged to audltion even If we have
to sit here atl night,” Telvens said of
the threc days of casting calls for sing-
ers, dancers and actors,

“We cncourage them' to auditlon for
the experlence of auditlonlng and we

year opened with auditions for "Annle

June Wiliams will re-
main at her piano ac-
companying all
comers throughout
the three afternoons
and cveninge of audi-
tions for “Annle Got
Your Gun."

Ploasa turn to Page 4

Shella Worden (sece
ond from left in front)
leads dancoers
through some of the
bnale steps that will
be used in the musi-
cale while waiting for
thelr number to be
called to go on stago.
All of the Morcy atu-
dents raceived “An-
nip Got Your Gun"
choreography, words
and muslc two weeka
ago, to prepare for
the auditions.
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.!unat Ewlng (nt lett) nnd Trlcin Forfinski, both juniors at Mqtcy
High, fill out tho of nil auditioners
who want to be part of the unhcal’n -pllng ahow

LEATHER GLOVES

SLIP THESE UNDER HER CHRISTMAS TREE
She approciatos the wanmth and comfort of smooth -

- Jeather dress gloves. Give her these.. Slzna 6v2-8.
Nylon-lined, black, taupo, browd, navy, grey, burgundy,
cobalt, red or mink: Two-button, $20,..fourbutton, $22.

Cashmare-| Ilnad, black, taupe, wins, grey, navy or

bmwn. Twobullan $28..0r utton, $30.
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