House panel rips early release of prisoners  :
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spoclal writer

+.MICHIGAN'S Department of Correc-

nom allowed avercrowding concerns
public safety,

lun report {ssucd by the House Correc-

tons Commiitee.

"It violated state law In

The House Correction Committee’s 30-page report
suggested that the Legislature helped create some
of the problems faced by the Corrections Depart-

ment.

prisoner’a sentence can bo reduced

® Uslng the emergency overcrowd-
Log act enly In actunl cascs of emergen.
cy and ilmiting the amount ol ime a
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,
tor Robert Brown Jr. sald the depart-
ment had to take “extracrdlnary mea-
sures” to avold the consequences of se-

® Increasiog funds to beef up secur- - that
and lme

slon to use such Lemporary meanger;
balancéd between the inabilh-

necessary
public safety. :
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ity for
mvlng parolompcrvixlon

Enacting a sentencing guldelines

faced by the C De-

m by the Legislature.
powers statute, which per-

good time to drug offenders and hy e
ducing sentences of gun law violators.
And it Inappropriately used halfway
holses to reduse crowded condltlons at
state prlsons, the House panct sald.
..oThe report recommended that the
state:

@ Develop new policies dealing with
community placement.
.. ® Abandon other policies allowing
extended furloughs.

® Appropriate additional funds to
cover extra parole and security costs.

e Limit — but not repeal — the
emergency powers overcrowding act.

In 39 recommendations In the 30-
page report, It suggested that the Leg-
islature helped create some of the

. Mlkn Boat, amatour astronomer, will
show slidos and tatk on Halloy's Comet
- at Schoolcratt College Doc. 10,

Halley’s Comet

subject of ta

paruncnt.

BUT IT WAS sharply eritical of the
department, saying that it failed to rec-
ognlze public perceptions of safety,
And it complalned that the department

mits a 90-day reduction in most mini-
mum sentences when overcrowding is
declared, the report charged.

Prisoners glven & two-year mandato-

ry sentence were not intended to have  rent weekly contact.

1gnored some
tions.

The department speciflcally violated
state law on allowlng “good time" for
drug law violators, the report sald.

“Good time" [s ttme reduced from &
prisoner's scntence for good behavlor.
Current law permits a total of only five
days a month for drug offenders, but
the department was allowing up to 22
days a menth In good time for those

persons.
The department also vielated the
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m;:;r reduced, the report The report sald the state shou%d also
said. developa pollcy that prepares all pris-
‘The department was also critlcized  gners for re-entry into society instead

for using community placement In
halfway houses as a method to relieve
overcrwding. And when It did use half-
way houses lur overcrowdIng, !I was

T " for not se-  glenl
curlly around those facilities for im- u,“mk. to withdraw that good time.
proving sccurity, the report said,

OTHER COMITTEE recommenca-
tlons Included:
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‘Abolishing an extended furlough
progrnm which allows prisoners to live
at home. Also, those prisoners placed in
homes should make dally contact with
thelr parole officers instead of the cur-

of dircet release into society. The state
should enact a disciplinary credits pro-
gram, which would replace the good
tme procm now granted some non-vi-
and make It casler lor

IN RESPONSE (o the committec re-
port, Department of Corrections Diree-

: 75 W. Long Lake Road
2y Bloomfleld Hiils

7

Ik

When it comes to

ski equipment,
Sporthaus prices are better

...day after day...

“A silde show and lecture on Haliey's Comet will
be presented at 8 p.m. Tuesday, Dee. 10, In School-
crnl t College’s Waterman Center.

aker will be Mlke Best, founder and board

chi rmnn of the Astronomy Club of Livonla, An

nm:lcur astronomer for 42 yenrs. Best has wrlunn
andhosted his

Best also teaches nstmnumy classcs In Scheol~

craf’s contlnuing educatlon and talented-glited

ams.

The Waterman Center s at the north end of the
carppus at 19600 Haggerty, Livenia. There Is no
admission charge.

Hest will discuss the historica) signlficance of the
comjet, when to view it best, how to look for and at
it, gnd “everything you ever wanted to know about
Halley’s Comet but had no one to ask.”

Hailey's (rhymes with Sally} Comet comes near
carth every 75 years and s due to be scen soon.

. Twb previous appearances were in 1835 ond 1910,
the'years in which avthor Mark Twaln was born
nnd died.

OCC serves up
culinary arts

The Oakland Commu-
alty College hospitality
dephrtment will present

“ lts Mxth annual Culinary
N Open House at the
hard Rldge campus in
imington Hilla on
y, Dec, 12,
OCC students will be
dc.monstrnu.g a variety
of cul.lnnry art techniques
: 7-9.pm. In J-Building.

Cake decorating, table-
side cooking, vegetable
carving and napkin fold-
ing arc among the fca-
tured presentations.

The competition is
open ta the public and re-
{reshments will be
served. For more Infor-
‘mation, call the OCC hos-
pltality department at
47788,
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