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By Mary Redrique
steTt writer
e
- Elderly erime victims and represent-
atlves of nelghborhood assoclations
braved Monday's blizzard condltlons to
{eil: a select Senate Committee on Safe
Streets why thelr streets aren't safe.
““The public bearing at Detrolt's As-
sWiiption Grotto, a Catholic church and
sghoc! complex in a nelghborhiood of
old two-story brick homes on narrow
lots.near Slx Mile and Gratlot, drew a
crowd of residents who made Rt clear
they want criminal justice reform.

“Fifteen t of crimlnals com-
mit 50 percent of the crimes. We must
get habitual criminals off the strects,”
said committee chairman Alan Crop-
sey, R-DeWitt, summing up the mood
ol select Scnate committee.

TESTIFYING WERE:

® A man in hls 701 shot In the head
and back eariler this year after leaving
2 ntighborhood bank. He lost aight In
one eye and most of his hearing.

® A retired couple victimlzed three
times this year — the husband was
benten and robbed in his driveway in
January, the house was burglarized in
Septerber, and the wile's purse was
snatched in front of her house in No-
vember. Their s

‘People believe that It a person Is convicted of a
. serlous crime they go to prison. i’'s a myth. They
go through the system and out the door.”

— Andrea Solak

ascistant Wayno County prosecutor

Their impassioned pleas for action
followed a virtual litany of horror sto-

ries.

The two-hours-plus sesslon was the
first of thyee public hearings :chﬁad
to help the Senate committea develop
lcgislation to strengthen Jus-
tce codes.

"STRICTER SENTENCING guide-
lines will show these citizen that our
state wants to get tough with crimi-
nals” said Cropsey, chairman of the bi-

comumilttee.

Joining him on the panel were Sens.
Jack Welborn, R-Kalamazoo, and John
Kelly, a Democrat whose dlatrict takes
in ‘Woods,-Grosse Pointe and
the east side of Detroit — Including the
nelghborhood area where the forum
was held.

*The total aspect is not just safe

‘Wayne County prosecutor, sald:"People
believe that if a person is convicted of
»a serfous crime they go to prison. t's a
myth. They go through the system and
out the door.”

She said "Ibe criminal on the street
has learned he can comumit violent
crimes and get away with It.

“We must Jegialate mandatory prison
untfncu. The convicted must go to

Solak zaid the county prosecutor’s
office endorses the Safe Strects pack-

By Mary Rodrique

, staff writer

streets,” Kelly sald, “We're
about rison and

policy was cancelied as a result.

@ A great-grandmother who patrols
her nelghborhood mear Eight Mile and
Gratiot each night in her car In an cf-
fort to avert erime.

the walkaway problem, juvenile of-
fenders and community alternatives to
prison. We're looking for recommenda-
tions for changing the laws."

ANDREA SOLAK, an asslstant

Public bearings in Detroit and Jack-
son on Monday provided grist for the
newly created state Senate Commilitee
on Safe Streets, which bopes to develop
legislatlon to strengthen criminal jus-
tca codes,

age, which Includes Senate BUIS 169
and 170 — prison
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Senate committee hears tales of crime in ci

u:grszv VOWED ‘continued work

for convicted felons and maximurm sen-

tences far repeat offenders, respective- |

1y,

yOm.he issue of juvenlle justice, Solak
paid the prosecutor's office endorses
the concept of automatie walver of Ju-
veniles to adult court when charged
with a violent felony.

~Tho purposo of the juvenlle system
is to capture the attentlon of youlhs
and put thetn back on the right track,”
ahe sald. “The other alde of that is the
Juventle under 17 who commits crimes
that would be a violent fclony if they
were an adult,

*Automatic waiver is a concept we
support. Get tha bad eggs out of the
system. Try them as adults. Then we
will address the sccond body of chil-
dren who can still go back on the
straight path.”

Tough sentencing

oo

* justice system.

*“Wa will pressure the Housa of Rep-
resentatives,” he said.

Joa Palozollo, & representative of the -
for C:

Alternativessald, “The carrent proba-

tlon system doesn’t work becausa of a

tolal lack of supervision and services.”.
asked tho, comenl

He 2 tteo to consider
local community crists acts that would
allow local supervision of convicted -

released

withia the criminal -

oa parole,

t o
for tha Wayne County Youth Home,
told the sho hay o
to 90 percent of ] i)
the past five : :

“First offenders shoald be called to

atten-
ly at

prison for vio-

lent erimes, mandatory maximum sen-

. tences for rcpeat offenders, and re-

vamplag tho juveaile justice system

topped the list of concerns aired by the

committee and officlals working in the

lm(:a'.l criminal justice system who tes-
il

“People belleve that if o person s
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of a perious crime they go to
prison. It's a myth,” said Andrea Solak,
a Wayne County assistant prosscuting
attorney. “They go through the system
and out the door.””

BILLS UNDER consideration in~
clude:

® Semate BIll 169, introduced by
state Sen. Alan Cropsey, R-DoWltt,
would require mandatory prison sen-
tences for those convicted of serious
crimes, such 23 breaking and entering
an occupled dwelling, armed robbery

orraj
. 170 {also by Cropsey) would
mandate stiff maximum prison sen-
tences for chronle offenders — those
convicted of at Jgast three serious
crimes.

® SB 154 and 158 would regqulre au-
tomatle walver of juvenlles aceused of
violent felonies. Sponsor ls Sen. Kirby
Holmes, R-Utlca.

Under present law, a prosecutor has
discretlan to apply for walver when a
15- or 16-year-old uy, Is accused of
a felony. Probate judges then decide
whether to grant a walver based on
several facters, including whether the

d by

i expected 10 make recommendaliR
next month on the xxno of trylagSEl

and 16-year-old juvenile ‘olfendere g -
adults, " . L e

Fueling the debaté s a recent

tried in adult court at age 18 1 1878, ¥
“Thla type of amblguous situatiodhet :
up by the court, wl ean ;.
waive someone in or out, 1s whatews'.
are addressing,” sald Kelly, “Automat- ©
ic waiver to adult court for juveniles
charged with violent felonies fy wrhat
WCe are pro This will remedytip’
situation with the court.” .
Kelly bas sporisored juvenile watver
Jegislation three times in the past:figy .
years, Each attempt paxsed the Senate
tlu;:led in the state House, he said.

youth is
tion under existing juvenile programs.

¢ plans ono more pub-
lic hearing next week in Lansing bafdrd

s IS

Wayoo County probate judges ap-

It subalts Its full report to the Senate:
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