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Expanded playoffs:

HATABLAST.
Ia there anyone who didn't enjoy
the new state high achoot football

playoffs? Maybe supporters of
Detroit Henry Ford and Sterllng Heights
Stevenson weren't happy, a3 their highly-touted
teams tost tn prelimlnary rounds.

But lock who beat those heavyweights — Troy!
The Colts' success and eventual trek to the state
champlonship game resulted from a precise blend
of several factors, such as team cohesion, good
coaching, confldence, talent and luck.

But another ingredlent should bo neither
overlooked nor underestimated — timing. For in
any previous year, Troy's 8-1 regular-season
record probably woukin't hava been good enough
to qualify for the state playo!fs.

Use this year's results on last year's yardstick
~ when only two teams from cach of four Class A
regions qualifled for the playoffs — and you'tl
find Henry Ford and Stevenson, both unbeaten
during the regular scason, make the state
tournament in Troy's reglon.

BUT THE PLAYOFTF fleld was doubled to four
pcr mglan this year, Troy quallfled, and the rest [s

”ll was very well received,” Lonnle Lowery,
assistant director of the Mlchignn High School
Athletle Assoclation (MHSAA), sald of the
expanded playoffs, “We've had a ot of positlve
fecdback from it.”

Certainly there were few {lf any) complainta.
No unbeaten teams mi the state tournament,
an injustlce that occurred too frequently under
the elght-teams-per-class format.

So everyone is happy, right?

Perhaps for now. But by 1987, the juy could

|| turn to jeers if someone ¢an't !lgurna playoff
‘| format
:| parents, players, teachers, fans —

ble to coackes,

in short,
something to please everyone.

Sound Imposaible? It might be.

The problem Ls the Jength of the season. Prior
tothis yur. thnre were nine regular-season and
three pla; ames, The MHSAA, urged by the
Mlchi gan ngh School Football Coaches

(MHSFCA) and supp by school
adminlstrators, decided to exp.-md the p!aynm
another round for 1985.

THEIR REASON was timing. Because of a late
Thanksglving, the tradltional finish for the prep
season, there was ap extra weekend. Therefore,
an extrd round could be added this year — and
next — without juggling the schedule.

Which was grand. Slxteen teams per class
instead of elght. Fewer infustices, a truer testof a
champlonship team'’s mettle.

Unfortunately, inserting the additional playoft
game for theso two years only delayed the
inevitable. A decislon myst be made regarding the
!utl:m of the state prep football phyom — sooner
or later.

The MHSAA's Representative Cauncll will
attempt to make one sooner when it conducts Its
biannual meeting next week. According to
Lowery, “None of the plans that have been
submitted (to the councli) have been ruled out
totally.”

‘What the MHSAA must do is flgure out a way to
squeeze four playoff games Into three post-season
weeks, or (o somehow alter the regular season.
Each plan submltted to the council containsa
degree of meﬂ.t, hutcxch posscsses enough

MHSFCA posed pun to allow teams

to substitute puyou (ou lor thelr ploth-game
A ls scheduled to play

team B In their final mg\lhr season game. But
team A quallfies for the playo!fs and is supposed
to play tcam C. On the ninth week, A goes against
C in the playoff whilo B tackles C's original final-
game opponent, team D.

an endangered idea

BiL.L BRESLER/s(at pholographer

Mercy unveils a
secret weapon,
crumbles Rocks

By Chris McCosky
stal wrltar

Getting informaticn out of the Farm-
Ington Hills Mercy basketball camp the
has

past three wecks 21 easy as glrls
getting news out of the Kremiln, oy basketball

Mercy practiced In secrecy. Thi
even played thelr district tournament
. games In disgulse using myriad offen-
sive and defensive formatlons,

‘The secret was let out of the bag
Tuesday night. -

Mercy, deploylng a brand new of-
fense and a brand new pressing de-
fense, exploded on host Plymouth Sa.
lem, 57-46, in the first round of the
Class A reglonal tournament.

“We worked grim wecka for
this game,” an clated Mercy coach Lar-
ry Baker sald. *Wo wanted to keep the
whole thing under wraps.

“I've_never beea prouder of this
group. We came In here with the disad-
vantage of belng without Terri Ford
(s&ﬁ;’tlng !oll'wnlrd out with an injured
ankle), of playlng at Plymouth Salem
and having lost to them ecarller this k“pl{‘lx lli;nd "'d"‘y ‘lxmmmlhl: ba!k&l.
season. But our kids camc out with I-‘]rynL also mace six steals on the
their heads screwed on tight.” pigh

And firen thelr eyes. IT DIDN'T Lelp Head's game that
she plcked up three quick fouls in the
first half, elther. Stil), mo sophomore
managed 17 polnts,

“The problem was, wo dido't get
Dena the ball often ennugh whero sho
was in a position to score,” Thomann 77>
sald,” *When she did get into a spot
whété sho could take advantuge of
Frym, we weren't zelunn her the

Jeulca Handley added nine polnts
and Kristen Hostynsk!, who fouled out .
ln Lhe final qurur, added elght for Sa- - .

the offenalve rebounding than we did,
and they dld a better job on lcose-ball
recovery, It seemed that whenever a
ball hit the floor, they came up with it.
It’s a credlt to their team and the way
they played tonight,” Thomann sald.

‘The (lnal quarter belonged to Mal-
son. Her 11 polnts in the quarter put
Salem away. She flnlshed with a game-
high 25 polnts.
uﬂynskl added 12 points for the
Marlins and Fryatt tossed in elght.

Fryait was a key for Mercy on de-
fense. Her job was to shadow Balem’s
top gun Dena Head. Despits glving up
seven inches, Fryatt did a good job

A HALF COURT trap pestered Sa-
lem the entire night. Michelle Fryatt,
Mnrgaret DeMattia and Yvette Malson
were the key pests, They forced the Sa-
lem backeourt players to hurry thelr
passes, which resulted in many steals
by Terri Nalodka and Missy Duczynski.

“We knew the press was comlng,” Sa-
lem coach Fred Thomann sald, “We
worked hard on it. We just weren't ef-
fective In termas of deallng with it to-
aight.”

Baker got the fdea for the half-court

The Morcy press, as ovidencod above by
Yvette Malson and Margaret DeMaltia,
bothered and befuddled Dona Head (No.

43) and tho rest of tho Salom tusm Tues-
day In the oponing round of the Class A
reglonal tournament.

Marilins-Kettering in finale

There wlll be a whole lot of pressing and Im-
pressing golng on at Plymouth Salem Thursday
oight.

Waterford Kettering, 2 waterbug-like team that
swarms the entire court on defense for four quar-
ters, will put its undefeated record on the lne
against Farmington Hilla Mercy, another team
famed for Its pressing defense, In the Clnss A re-
glonal flnale beginning at 7:30 p.m.

The winner will advance to the quarterfinzi
round at Waterford Mott next Wednesday. The
winner will most likely face the No. 1-ranked team
in the state and defendlng state champlon Flint
Northwestern.

Kettering, coached by Charlie Shires, is 220 on
the season. Merey, 17-5, Ls golng after Its flth con-
secutive regional crown under coach Larry Baker,

trap from Detroit St. Martin DePorres,

“We saw them take Salem apart with
that trap in the first week of the season
{In the Tip-O!f Classlc at U-M Dear-
born),” Baker said. "We have becn tail-
[ng Salem for a long time. We felt we
were outscouted hy them last time, Weo
weren't this time.*

The game was even for a half with
Merey leading 22-21 going Into the
third quarter.

But Mercy began to take control of
the offenslve boards in the third quar-
ter. Nalodka, who led Mercy wlm 10
rcbounds, pulled in three clutch offen-
slve rebounds in -that quarter and
turned them Into six pelnts, which
helped Mercy forge a 38-32 lead after
three quarters,

“MERCY DID a much better job on

'Thll was our flrst blg win of the
yur, Baker sald. *We've been looklng -
for thls alt year — to beat a team that
had every reason to beat us.”

For Salem, it was the end of & very
good season, The Western Lakes cham:
pions finish with a 19-4 record,  *

“You know, we'd lke to be able to

play them one more time,” Thomann

uld. “Kind of a two-out-of-three series,
1 think we'd play them better the.next
time around, but the atate tournament
doesn't work that way.”

For Mercy, It's 17-5 and a chance to ~
win lts fifth consecutiva regional
champlonship. The Marlins will take on
undefeated Watetford Kettering (ﬂ-o)
at 7:30 p.m. Thursday at BAlem.

Captain press
mauls Marian

By Chris McCosky
staff writer .

It's “strike throe, you're out” for tho
Blrmingham Marian basketball team.

Sound reasonable? But thero are
Lowery indleated, Some conferences, like the
Detroit Catholie League and the Detrolt Publle
School League, have champlonshlp games on the
ninth week. Other schools play heated crosstown
rivals that finat date.

Another [dea supported by the MHSFCA is to
start tho scason & week early. But that would
can prior to Labor Day and the offlcial start of
school. M}!SAA omcms {ent Lballm of a week of

d result In
mjurh: and possible lawsults,

Athird xunuﬂau ul!s for lollr pl.lyc if games
10 be played in three d result In
phylng agamein mld-wce.k. 1‘hli idel accordlng

10 Lowery, “drew the greatest amonnt of
critlelsm’ the Last time the council met, but
according to Farmington Harrison coach John
‘Herrington, Indlans and Wisconsin uso this
method 80 it shouldn't bo ruled out.

THEN THERE'S alwayz a chnnce Lha regular
scason schedule éan be juggled
meaningless Jeague games nhwd lor u:a scuon (]
first woek can be pushed to thaend of the
schedule.

“Andh.l mluﬂmnulwemnl]uzﬂa
game?” a'dublous Herrington nsked. “Not too -
muy coaches would llke that" -~

+.S0 what plan does the MHSFCA support?

. TWe'rs all divided,” Hi a sald. “Every ©

l'vnbemw,nuonubeenlhlamam
ook plan"
vmumxat:Am auempuna umtﬂy thatat.

we were making our shots.

Lillie was a bit miffed at some of the

offlclaly’ calls,

“The officlals in our district games "
Tet everything po. It was lke & football

game. Tonight they called everything.

threw the third strike Tuesday night in
the state Class A regional tournament
- at Plymouth Salem, 0-40.

*1t's the same old story,” a despond-
ent Marian coach Mary Lillle said. “It's
the third year in a row we'va been
knocked out In tho flrst round of tha

- reglonals.”

Keltering (22-0) wlll play Farming-
ton Hills Mercy at 7:30 p.m. Thursday
in the regional finals,

Two factors helped Kettering take
contro! of Tuesday: its helter-
skelter full ‘court press and Marlan's
foultrouble.

THE MUSTANGS had mup golng
“thelr way through the first 10 minutes
of the gume. The lasgide-ontside combl-
oation of Kathy Phillips and Noelle
Nagy helped Marian kmud a 14-11 lexd
early {n the second quarter,

» . Marian had an extremo helght ad-
mhze nvu-thc(hpulnnna itused It
well early on.

Tben.wllhlﬂleﬂln!heﬂrl(hal!

mnpua-mhum."mmpxu-'
&lued

lnnduwnme
pnlnt

. muynmua.'uuuma.'m
- bad Wao were

drlmmuuy

m&m-bmnm:’meumr

‘There's no and it's very
bard on the girls to adjust,” she satd.

MA!I!AN ALSO hed trmlbla ndjn.n-
ing to the Captaln press,

“Kettering ls quicker than lightning,”
Lillio sald. “We've nover played a mm
with that much qn!ckncs.

" All-stato guard Cindy Lyons, her als-
ter, Kristl Lyons, and Lisa Klino
badgered the Mustangs all night and
forced 28 turnovers from the press,

Kettering took control of the game in
the third quarter, runalng off a 104

spurtin I.Iw first (lve minutes.

Six third-quarter polnts by Vicky Gu-
acnhurr belped keep Marian in conten-

Tha éaph.lu fced the win with an- *
. other 10-4 run in the flnal two mlnutes

of the game.

“Yolle Nickman led Kettering with l: '

points. Kristl Lyons scored 12 an:

Kline 10,

' Philllps managed 13 for Marian. Sue
e, .

'n:a'npon added
“Wa 14 not bave & tood night,” Lillle

sald, “But we gtll gave them & good -
. game.

take m%’n:l::lmn them.*

- erhna:dithymwhhulnl -
Trecord.

This Christmas, make your ﬂoﬁn i Testlve :
- the rest of your home with a beautifol Milliken .

of p 10 50%, And, while 1hey fast, a ldeq o
group of Milliken .Place rugs |
offered at 70% off the cegula




