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By Chris McCosky
vloff wrltor

PRING. Rick Anderson’s buddics
arc busy playing baseball or
runnlng track or grooming for
the prom. Rick Anderson, the

handsome 8- Llond kid, shows up for.
all the home games. Ho watches for a

e

* Then he goes off and playa basket-
ball. .

Summer. Anderson shows up at the

Wayne State ‘s And

Basketball preview
Harrison eyes a
repeat of 1984-85

By Chris McCosky
stalt writer

'OW THIS ought to be some fun.
Yes, sir. Take a pn:tly

pears better than it was a year ago, and |
. last year the team won the league title;
North Farmipgton has two of the
arca's most productive players and a
vastly
Fi

impraved supporting cast;

boys
,league, tho Western Lakes,
and throw In two of the better teams
from the disbanded Northwest Subur-
ban League, John Glenn and North

Farmington,

Nlce, but there's another twist.

Take those two new teams and put
them in what has been considered the
toughest. of the two dlvisions — the
.Lakes. Now we have North, Gleon,
Plymouth Salem, Livonla Stevenson,
Walled Lake Central and Formington
all in one divislon.

The other division — the Western —
has continually strengthened ltsclf, In
fact, the Western Lakes conference
champlon has come {rom the Western
Division the past two seasons: Plym-
outh .Canton In 1983 and Farmlngton
Harrison last year,

'

LIVONIA CHURCHILL, a team
many area coaches are pleking to win
the title this year, Livenia Franklln
{another  immigrant from the NSL),
Northvllle and Walled Lake Western
round out the Western Divisica.

1 think this (s the toughest league in
the state — not in terms of competl-
tiveness ~ In torms of winning the di-
vislon,” Harrison coach Mike-Teach-
man sald. “You bave to be at your best

for 16 games. The confcrence clmm-
plnmh!p 1s decided by only one game.®

He's- right. Thero may be leagues
that showcase better Individual talent,
but there are few leagues where a.
team has to carve through 2 18-game

schedule in order to play for the league

* Crown.
: As for three Farmington publie
school tesfns: optimism. Harrison ap-

although shert.on depth

and size, has 4 team that cannot be tak-
en lightly by too many Western Lakes
teams.

Here's o pmcuon gllmpse at the

three squat

HARRISON

Last ym. "Mike Teachman assem-

bled the best group of athletes the
Western Lakes had to offer and posted
2 15-6 record and a league title.

“This year’s team makes last year's

team scem lke patty-cake,” Teachman
sald.

Startling nows, lsn't 1t? He's refer-

ring to the way hls 198586 team plays:
1t is more aggressive, scrappler and
hustles more than hls team a year ago.

*{te blg reason is we have more peo-

ple to do it with,” he sald. “Last year, I
baslcally plnyed the same five guys.
Thia year, Thave 11 guys who play that
way.”

The team’s beat (some would have

zaid only) true basketball ptayer from
a year ago ls back. Ken George, a
talented polnt guard, will provide tha
floor leadership and a large chunk of
the offense for the Hawks this year. .

EXPECTED to draw inl-

OTHERS
tial starting assignments arc senior
Rod Sarcevich (-3 post player), senlor

Jetf Hoskow, junior Scott Blssell

and either 6-3 senior Wil Lund or 6-1
sentor Jon Welsberg,

Senlors J.T. le-la and Mark Hnsen

will also sce plenty of court time, as
will 8-8 junior transfer Brad mdgeway.
who moved here from Ohlo.

Please turn to Pwo4

. RANDY BORST/etatf pholographer
Rick Andorgon has olovated hia game to a highor fovel than moat Obsorvarlznd playors. His goal Is to

Thureday, Doocﬂ\w 3, spas’ O&E

one of 350 kids (mostly frem the inner wlx.h There were also :ﬁml:u:mﬁ T lu ”’" kh ’, * But . some. l?.prdn’ v
- : lll n. aaa _turned awsy, He badn’t . 2
clty) trylng out for the Amatéur Athlet-  camps and, of course, the Noru: Farm-
Ic Union basketball team. Ho makes  ington team caap. . L much a2 '-‘"’Y W&“‘-MN“" su
the t.unuand helps 1t ndvanu e’ o An n-comes to open gym fﬂf thﬂ' young pooplo
MU was just one of mvnl bazket- twice o weck == jU's open when the - . Bald. E mrybody wanta
North ;ﬂmmﬂ wﬁwm b{:kk;_:‘tbnll 1o be a grent shooler,
team [ en the are g 0
playing, D e, Umo, o . but they have toloarn.
watches the glrls, then when-the gym that it dossn't Imppan IR W7
clears, he grabs a basketball and works by sccident.! - R
vim;.rm;': u;no “for Rick And Tom N‘g”hbh S
0 dlsplay the Irults of bis Iabor, North | h coach

THE OBSERVERLAND bukctbn\l
scene has seen too few playcn
. mckAndenon.

In anarea and erd whero youns pec»
ple bave 50 many different avenues of
recreation open o them, 8o many dis-
tractions; . Anderron has set his goeals
and dlLIxenllylmyed after them.

“I just think he's ‘a tremendous ex-
nmple for other young people,” North.

Farmington coach Tom Negoshlan
sald. “Everybody wants to be a great
shooter, but they have to learn that It
doesn’t happen by aecldent.

that he's rcver gotten big-headed. Any
success he's had hasn't changed his
work habits. If anything, he's worked
harder. He's an bonor student in the
classroom (3.4 grade polnt) — I you
wanted 1o pick out a case of a student-
athlete who hazn't lost sight of the lm-
portance of education, he'd be the ane.”

ANDERSON DECIDED that he
wanted to play varsity basketball as a
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“What lmpresses me about’ hlm is

¢ pricod for this 48, hour carpat svent. You'll find plushes,
aculpiures, tviisis, solid colors and mulllco!oru all salo priced to save you 20% to 70% complately Inataliod.
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Ilke theso can't last forovor. Salo dnds Monday at 9 pml

sophomore. To prepare, he pla:
mer batl i Detroit for the Ifmlyedum.

: “The first time, 1 was really fntml-"
dalcd * Anderson -sald. -“The ‘whole
thing was mental more than anythlng.
But the way thosa guys could jump.T'd "/
never scen anybody jump ke that.”.

‘When he' got back, ho had Nc(omhn

- put him on 8 jump-ropleg program. By .
the end of tho summer, he had im-
proved his vertical jump by aix (nehes,

He started for North as a lophamora
and averaged 165 polnta and 95 re- -
bounds a game. "

recelved some attention fro; -
e it omeal Y ndersan sald. "Like Tl be geltiog o5
sophotora season, Ha was a sxlaay §-5 tho guys, (el!lnx them 15 hlt the shot ot
white kid with a dangerous jump shot. "“:g: ~" things like thst. But after!
A lot of the college scouts were envi~ ': the guya just ail 13, What are wo!
sloning Anderson to be about 6-7 and a’ %’u‘:"mn It '. pm%n this

Lo:er:&m stocky by the Ume he became season s M"‘ wm land Rick Andekwn
That never bappened. ) : Dkv‘iﬂon Xecbolarsh),

LAST SEASON Anderson earned All- _ wins,” Anderscn sald. *If wo win, then
Area honors scoring 19 points a game my personal goals will follow.”. . >
and grabbing 10% rebounds. Hescd hls.  ATather unique attitudo these. ‘doys.
team' to @ 16-7 flnlsh and a dlm-lct But then, Rick Anderson.is a unlque

chnmplunbslp ymmi man.

lh
ter whith T
sald. “Is there ph,
;umu

18 anxious for thls zea
beﬂn. For the ﬂn! time, he!
phytng with the guys he grew up | wlth..
d he's taken on a. role. H
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