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Return of Comet

O&4E__Thursday, Docombor 5. 1985

By Avigdor Zsromp
spoclol writor

A woman guest conductor on the po-
dium with the Detroit Or-

ate conducter of the Baltimore Sym-
phony Orchestra,

Of the two programs presented, [ at-
tended the one on Sunday, which fea-
tured a from Bach's “Musi-

chestra, DSO, is about as rare as the
appearance of Halley's Comet.

When It happens, like tho famed one
in the sky, it creates a lot of curioalty,
and may be followed by a long absence.
The comet n the muslcat event is
Catherine Comet, who d two

cal Offering” trumpet concertl by
Telemann and Haydn, and the Sympho-
ny No. 3 by Schubert.

THE WEAKEST part of the program
was the Bach Ricercare, which is a slx
part fugue. On this occaslon, an ar-
was chosen.

DSO subscription programs at Orches-
tra Hall last weekend.

1t should be noted that the pun looks
better in print than It sounds — the
name of the French-born Comet Is pro-
nounced with a silent “t* and an accent
on the Jast syllable.

After her early education in Paris
‘under such notabic personallties as
Igor Markeviteh, Picrre Boulez and
Jean Fournet, Comet came to this
country, studied at Julllard and has
been engaged by several major orches-
tras since, Presently she is the associ-

by
Bach didn’t leave instructlons of the in-
struments to be used and among the
varlous existlng arrangements, 1 ha-
ven't found one that would be com-
pletely satisfactory. So, the onc by
Markevltch is as good as any.

The major problem was with the ex-
ccution, In any polyphonic work, and ln
particutar in a Bach fugue, It is import-
ant to stress volce mobility and know
the relation of almost every note to the
others.

T'o be sure, it is a virtua) impossibill-
ty to keep track of six voices all of the
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will be a most welcome sight:

— ph:ny provided the most substantial

role with

Avigdor
Zaromp

time. However, outlining at least iwo
or three at a time isn't an unrcasonable
fon. In this pe most

ment could produce the higher-pltehed
tones more naturally than the modern
which sounded somewhat

of the delicate counlcrpolm was lost,
beyond a perfunciory stressing of the
maln event.

The rest of the program, however,
was on the positive slde, Princlpal DSO
trumpet, Ramon Parcells, was the so-
loist in the trumpet concerti.

The one by Telemann was written
for the clarino, which was an old ver-
sion of the trumpet, without the mod-
ern valves.

Reportedly, such an original nstru-
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forced in the upper range.

But consldering these lmitatlons,
Parcelt produced clean, precise tones
in this work of four short movements.

The Haydn concerto, which s the
best known plece for the Lrumpet,
received a most-impressive, reflned
treatment. There was a soft, velvet
touch to the tone quallty that modifled
the harsh characteristics of the instru-

ment.
‘THE CONCLUDING Schubert sym-
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the exceptlon of the Bach fugue. Here,
Comet proved to be at her best. The
tempo waa live, on the [ast side even In
the zecond, slow movement.

But while the chosen tempo kept
things moving, it was still withln rea-
sonable range and propricty. Comet el-
iclted a fu)l, solid orchestral sound,
without overlooking the finer shades of
the winds, as exemplified In the open-

Ing movement.

‘The nature of the work makes a
metronomle rhythm Incvitable, but
there were sufficient variations wher-
ever applicable to sustaln the suspenss
and interest.  *

‘While the comets in the heavens tend
to come and go, one hopes that Cathe-
tine Comet will stay on our podlums
longer. It may be premature to judge
the full impuct of her abllity, but so far
it scems that there Is a good potential.
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