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Cultura} shock has rarely been as
severe as that expercince by the peo-
ple of the Hmong tribes of Laos who
resettled in Michlgan cities such as
Detroft, Lansing, Saginaw, Pontlac
and Bay City.

Yet, these people of the small
mountain communities of Indo-China
who suffcred such devastaton during
the Vietam war and now living in
our area have brought some outstand-
ing needlework skills to the state
along with a refreshing spirit of pride
and Independance.

Susan Jutian of Pontlac can attest
to that. A former member of the
Peace Corps, statloned in Malaysta,
1989-71, she works with the Hmong
{the H Is silent) of Michlgan on a vol-
unteer basis and helps promote and
market the stitchery. The center for
that work s the Open Arms Commu-
nity Center In the basement of Mt.
Zton Lutheran Church of Detroit, She
said there are 90 Hmong women from
Michigan represented.

QOne of the people supporting their
artistic cfforts is Phyllis Krause of
Bloomficld Township, owner of the
Phyllis Krause Gallery, 29 W1, Law-
rence, Pontiae.

IN ADDITION to displaying and
selling Hmong stltchery at her gal-
Jery, Krause recently had three wom-
en there to demonstrate thelr sub-
stantial skills, Yang Lor, Cha Lor and
Kaying Hang. All three come from
the same famlly group.

Yang Lor, who has been here with
her husband apd famlly for flve
years, speaks and understands Eng-
lish. The other two are beglnning to
do the same. .

In additlon to the amazingly beauti-
ful embraldery, applique and reverse
applique, they do with seemlingly no
effort, they are learning to use sewing
machines incorporating the handwork
to make clothing for American wom-

en,

Julian sald, they have five or six
different kinds of things they do —
batik, reverse applique, appllque,
eross stltch, chain stitch and other
kinds of stitch such as saun stitch.
They ecall it all Pa-ndau which trans-
lated means flower cloth or making
cloth beautiful.”

Betty Hoffman of Southficld, home
cconomics teacher who Is helping
with the sewing machine project
through the community center, said,

Courageous
mountain
people build

Cha Lor has boon In tha United
States juat a fow manths, Sho
wears tho Intricately fashlonod
metal bib that was, in othor
times, mado of silver,

“They learn very fast, They've picked
up the American style real fast, All
the traditional pauterns are in their
heads, they're not written down.”

She also showed how the Hmong
sewers cut intrleate designs in folded
fabric as a child cuts snowflake de-
signs In folded paper. They cut free-
hand without a pattern, yet the result
iy @ perfect, delivate cotton fllgree to
be 1aid on top another eolor fabrle for
applique and reverse applique work.

. THE BRIGHTLY «colored Hmong
work In the gallery would do splen-
dldly as pillow tops, bed spreads, co-
verlets, table runners and wal) hang-
ing, depending on size.

Krause sajd the money the women
recelve from thelr work s sent back
to relatlves In the refugee camps and
Krause, In turn, shows some of the
handwork by the women [n the camps
who embralder story pictures about
their experlences.

Qne of these shows groups of
Hmong crossing the Meke: 2 Rlver In
Laos, Some are swimming, one group
1s in a small boat, another i on a raft,

A soldier with a gun Is walting for .

them on the other sidc.

As she looked at the plcture on the
bright yellow cotton with the black
embrojdered figures, Yang Lor sald
that 40 people In her famlly came
acress in two small boats, adding, * A
lot of people have dicd there. They
didn’t have & boat,”

Julian sald, “The Mckong River is
like the Mlsslssippi at some pelnts,

The Hmong women, Keyln

This Hmong werk,

@ Hang (left), Cha Lor and
drosacd In tradiiional Hmong clothos, now worn for special occa-
olons. Tho dork colore are accentod with brilllant pinks, greens and

and rovorse

o BT
Yang Lor, are

AAA/

Ie largo enough

ta covor a ganerous plilow. Itis in shades of bright graen, pink and
black. The trlangfos are eymbols for mountainn, long a part of tho

lifo of the Hmong people.

broad and wide and treacherous, and
they are mountaln people. Sometimes
there was shootlng from both sides.

SHE SAID they were efther sent
back or to the refugee camps al-
though a minarity opted to settle ina

- third country if they had papers show-
Ing they had connections here” -

The Hmong people sided with the
French when the Japanese invaded
Indo-China In 1940 and they worked
closely with the Americans during the
Vletnam War and suffered a much
higher percentage of casuatities.
When the Americans pulled out, many
were left behind in unfriendly territo-
£y

Juilan sald many- of the Hmong
people came to Detroit In 1879, a bad
time because of the high unemploy-
ment, but they have had a lot of help
from Lutheran Soclnl Services and
Catholic Socla] Services.

‘These ple, who take pride In
belng Independent, have taken an im-
portant step, Juilan said. One of thelr
own peaple is now job developer with
the Hmong Asslstance Assoclation
and another is medical translator ac-
companylng newcomers to doctors
and hospitals when nceded,

Both Krause and Hoffman are
surprised at the adaptive spirit of
these people. They look at American

reds. They wore demonstrating thalr expert no.

Krause Qallery of Pontlso recently.

Wall hanging

made by tho Hmong women In tho rnlugn‘ump.

odlowork at Phyllis

tollo a story of crossing the Mekong Rivar, a troacharous under-
taking In which many died. Bocause they are mountain people,
many of the Hmong waren't proparod far tho ordeel, and there
ofton wore soldlars wailing for ther: on both sidas. .

Staff photos by Stephen Cantrell

quilts, and Amerlcan clothlng and
sense what 1¥ approplate and will be
appreciated. They still favor the
bright pinks, reds and greens, but
they also work in more subtls colors.
The quality remains constant.

Thelr smiles and pleasant manner
are refected In thelr work, which is
full of color and beauty. Phyllls
Krause Gallery, 28 W. Lawrence;

Pontiac, s 6pen am s pm
Tuesday-Saturday. -

The Hmong people may also be’
contacted directly through the coms -
munlty center where visltors sea
thelr work on Monday and Thursday:
evenings. F peciflc hours..or to;
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Just &s some talented authors can write
books for little kids that zdults love, Lols
LaFond has recorded a tape of ‘original songs,

*] Am Who I Am,” for youngsters that parents

wlll almost certainly appreciate.

tress and composer on the side.

LaFond, Marlan High 1968, now llving In
Boulder, Colo., bas been a performer ever
since she can remember and a pop singer, ac-

She sald a degree in teaching and communi- (%
catlon arts from the University of Detrolt [,

gave her direction.

Then marriage and twa children, Arisa, 6 |
1%, and Liam, 5, reflned the focus even more. §
She atill sings with several bands, writes mu-
sle and occasionally produces live programs
for children, but the .revelation came with

matherhoad, ”

P

that this recordlng with

1T°S IAD

tional audience.

ger snapping, toe tapplng, tongue clicking and
whistlin,

One verse of *Ralnbows,” which daughter,
Arisa, wrote, ls in French and “Colors/Co-
B lores® s a pleasant mix of Spanish and Eng-

Usk, -

*I'm’ very interested ln a combination of |
3 cultures,* sald LaFend. She went on to say

learning Is a nlee combination for her, using
the basle parts of her personality and current
life — parenting, teaching and performing.

its tryout period in Colorado-
where It was well-recelved by the radio ata-
tlons as well s stares, schools, churches and
synagogues, Now, she's building a wider, na-

of life.

its mix of fun and

catlon arts lp

She already has haif of the songs written for®

" her next tape, “Ballads for the Newborn.” She
wrote ona of them right after her sop was
born and wasn't expected to live, Although he .
s now a healthy child, the song remalns
gentle reminder of tho thinness of the thread

MUSIC AND performing were always a
part of LaFond's family life. There was al-
ways music [n the home when sho was grow-
.Ing up. Her mother, Anne Jordan, sang on the
Danny Thomas radio show in the '30s. “It just
comes naturally tome,” LaFond sald. ‘

She taught various aspects of the communi-
school systems in, Mithigan
(Ferndate), Ohlo, and Colorado; contlnued be -
study of dance, movement, mime, rousl, act-
ing, datice therapy and Gestault therapy; has - 3

Y

)

" Locally itis at Borders
13 Mile and Southfleld, Beverly Hills, asd Blr

ficlds; and continues to bo a Lusy vocal per

and tought in these. ..

By -walching.my own'.

“BY WATCHING ‘entldren 1 . : n mingham Bog 263 Plerce, former and producer. . ) : : o h
ey wore uit sopnlatsated i musioal ate ibo Jordan drew the clown and “The posalbility that & record cOmPpany, & g paaltive response which *1 A Wiat 1., - ‘chiidren, | saw they were
"0 lycoordl‘;mtdgodm rhythms with 1yrlc=’ Le words n d"" clawn and sent book compavy. or a-toy company will pick §t' 4w payg elleited, especlally from toachers, in- psy h A
apppropiate to the child’s age tovel.” the ) with I to.his dsughter, Lola’ ;5 5 distsibute 1t much mora widely has't  pding those working with tha handicapped,
p%%nrnmku “I Am Whoﬂl Am® differcnt is LaFond. The' clown" bacame her em- . estaped her attention. i ! . - has convinced her. there's @ real need for ber 'q l{
not anly the quality of tho lstrumentation — DY and the worda are the title of her . It is attractively packeged with & book of ying of upbokt musle and straightforw R
percussian, pedal steel, congas, bass, alto zax, first tape for chl : . ,the Iyrics, an explanation of the instruments - yongs forebliren, . v - M M&MW‘I. n
harltone sax and trumpet —~ and the catchy, .- ol : and illustrations by LaFond’s father, Leibo . ™ while a lot of it Is geared for pre-achodlert ‘rhythme.with lyrics.
_sometimes . complicated -thythms, but the  estecm, has a band-cla, . o il T
aeterises most

that interest chiidren — space, thelr
osaurs and ralnbows.

4. THE TITLE song, Which heips builds seli- -

<harming, stralghtforward lyrics about things '
room, d- " °

plite




