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Carotut composition produced this subtie, artistic photograph of a

pond near Junecay, Alasko by Monto Naglor. Notice the striking
graphic quality he was abie to obtain.

Think of yourself
as a photo artist

Even though photograpby has been
around for more than 150 years, only
within the past 15 has It been widely
accepted 28 a true art form with col-
lections to be found in major museums
throughout the waorld.

Obrlously, not all photographs arce
grest works of art. Most are worth lit-
Ue except to the people wha shot them
and those in the picture.

" But the important thing ! want (o
convey to you today is to believe that
your photography can be important,
that taking plctures can be an art and
that as a person deeply interested in
photography, you are an artist.

You paint with light, and your sub-
Ject is e dtsell. Look at your photog-
raphy as a wonderful opportunity to
create.

HOW CAN you begin to think of
yourself as an artlst? First, by likening
yoursel! to a sculptor. A sculptor be-
gins with a block of stone, his whole,
Then by ¢hlpping away with his chisel,
he ends up with his finished work. Thus,
by process of elimination, a sculptor
derives his completed art.

Simitarly, a photographer derives his
finished product by a kind of process of
elimlnation, a zeroing in on his subject.
An inltial look at the subject Is the pho-
tographer’s “whole.”

Then by proper lens selection, cam-
era angle, sclective focusing, Mght di-
rection and quality, time of day, the
photographer “chips away" like the
sculptor and ends up with his (inished

art.

Remember that it's not the chisel
carving the stone — it's the sculptor.
Simitarly, keep in mind that it's not the
camera making the photograph — It's
really you.

Learning 1o visualize in advance is

photography

Monte
Nagler

When you are composing a picture in
the viewfinder, try to visualize the im-
age as a finished print.

This is especially true for those who
work in black and white where an In-
terpretation of tones and contrasts is
necessary.

EVEN when you don't have your
camera with you, practice locking at
things as if you were secing through a
viewfinder. You'll be amazed at what
you will see.

Yet another way to bring out the art-
ist [n you is to say in your photographs
how you feel about your subjects, re-
membering that you and your subject
are the two most important ingredients
in making a picture.

If you love flowers, for example,
communicate this love through your
photographs. Try to make a meaningful
statement about flowers in your pic-
tures of them.

‘The idea of a photograph, as in any
art medium, Is (0 create a visual Inter-
pretation of what you saw and feit and
to share your vision with others.

© 1985, Monte Nagler .|

Short
sﬂots

very n your
and will help you to think In terms of
an artist. 4

Glass artist
shows work

Artist Janet Kelman will have a
zhow of perfume bottles, windows and
mirrors 1-5 pm. Sunday, 1205 E. Lin-
caln, Royal Oak.

Kelman, a versatile artist, presently
working with glass in a variety af
forms, does commercial and private
architecteal installations as well as
blown pieces.

of new photographs
by Monte Nagler is at 1 Browse Book-
store, 33086 Northwestern, West
Bloomfield,

@ An exhibit featuring color photo-
graphs of Oakland County parks and
facilities will be on display in six com-
munities this fall and winter.

Dates for the exhibit, sponsored by
Qakland County Parks and Recreation
Commission, are: Farmington Branch
Library, Liberty Street, Farmingtom,
Dec. $-27; Ferndale Public Library,
Nine Mile, Ferndale, Dec, 27 to Jan. 21;
Universal Mall, Warres, Jan. 31 to Feb,
3; Pontlac General Hospital, Pontiac,
Feb. 3-18; and Huntington Woods Pub-
iic Library, Scotia, Huntington Woods,
Feb. 18 to March 3.
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Homemade clay is messy but lasts

By David Messing
special writer

“To continue my talk on sculpture, I
must say my very lavodw‘ form of

-artlfaéls

p s with p pliable
clay. This type of clay never hardens
and when you bear the Ingredients
you'll know why.

We used to make it ourselves down
at good ol' Wayne State Unlversity. i I
remember correctly the basic ingred-
{ents are; a couple wads of automotive

, & quart or two of motor oll,
about 11 Ibs. of wax, and a couple of
*“who knows whats” of Jordan clay. Ok,
yes the hardest part about maklng your
own clay Is talkin' your mom out of her
turkey roaster. So once you have
mucked this unholy conglomeration
into the turkey roaster, you . . . well
.+ . you roast it. Yes folks, within min-
tues the Inside of mom's turkcy roaster
looked like the labrea tarplts. And you
the cook, have it smeared from your
knees to your cyebrows.

You, thea take a stick and with all
your might try to stlr this lumpy brown
B00. When all the lumps are gone you
let It cool and begin praying that mormi
will pever again need her turkey roa-
ster. So when it's all over you stand
there looking llke a mud wrestler tn a
room that smells like a dead horse,
looking down at a pitch black turkey
roaster.

I TURNED to my fellow cooks and
asked, “if this was a musical movie

would we be singing, ‘I did it my way’
or ‘What kind of fool am IT"" Well
there Is nothing wiser than hindsight.
Looking back at the experience and the
{fact that [ made the effort to save mon-
ey, I must say, I would pever do It
again. By the way Mom, now you know
why I Jeft your turkey roaster on the
bus back in 1967, Well, counting my
materials, one palr of jeans, one shirt,
two bottles of shampoo and, oh yes, a
turkey roaster the clay cost me about
double what it retailed for in the art
stores. Live n’ learn, huh?

This type of clay has many popular
brand names. The best known would be
Artone, Plastacene and Plastalena. The
closest 1o homemade, which by the way
is excellent, Is Artonc and It sells for $5
per two pounds. So whether you rnake
it, buy it or find it, here's what you do
next: build an armature, an armature
can be as simple as chunks of styro-
foarn, wood or just any rigid support.
The armature that is required of course
varies with the sculpture you Intend to
[t

Q.

Another good benefit of an armature
is that It provides the bulk of the sculp-
ture which in turn savees on the
amount of clay required. My favorite
clay tools are a couple 80 cent waoden

Kirk hosts yule concert

A special Yuletlde performance of
Ben, Britten's magnificant °St.
Nicholas™ will be given at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday in the Refectory of Kirk in the
Hills, 1340 W. Long Lake, Bloomfield
Hills,

The comblned adult ehoirs of Christ
Church Gross Pointe Episcopal and the
Kirk Chancel Choir along with the
Grosse Pointe Chlldren’s Cholor and a
22-plece orchestra will with Dr. Jobn
Dovaras and Frederick DeHaven,
Christ Church music director econduct-

ng.
The grandiose work which tell the

story of the patron saint of children,
seamen and travelers, is writtea for
three boy sopranos, a tencr, twe
choruses, audience, orchestra and two
conductors.

St. Nicholas was born at Patara in
Asia Minor and died during the first
hall of the fourth century having
served as Blshop of Myra, the capltal
of hls native countri, Lycta, He Is the
hero of many popular legends and is
universally known to children in his
disguise of “Santa Claus.”

‘There is no admission charge and the
public is invited.

tools and one or two wire loops. 50 Lhe

of slx pounds of clay and a few
are under $18. That ls enough clay
to create a life size head study, This i3
of course & good lovestment because
you will continually reuse the same
clay. Some of my clay that I usc todny
came out of that first batch back in
1967,

Your sculpture looks great, but, my
friend, the battle's only half over. Mak-
ing the mold and casting your piece is
stlll ahead of you. My favorite method
for making the mold is with latex rub-
ber. Your first step is (o palat a thin
coat of rubber onto your clay plece.
Carefully, blowing out any alr bubbles.
The first coat will dry In about 20 min-
utes, then apply the second coat a little
thicker, Allow an hour or two drying
tlme. The wet rubber is bright pink and
as It dries It turns deep red. Apply at
least four for flve coats, letting each
dry throughly.

NOW BEFORE you pull the mold
from off the original, mix up some
molding plaster and make & ove, twoor
three plece mold around the rubber
mold. Without this supooert mold, the
rubber mold may balloon out when you
pour casting plaster into it. The sup-
port mold oaly takes about 45 minutes
1o make and is well worth the effort.

‘sand for support if

On a almple shape, bowever, you can
mercly stick the empty rubber mold ty
the support mold
seems (00 envolved. Now with your
support mold finished, teparate the
balves and the rubber from off of
the original. Then place the support
motd back around the mold and turn it
upside down .£0 that the base of the
mold is facing up. Now-mix your hydra
stone to a heavy cream consistency and
slowly pour the mixture into the nega.
tlve space of tbe rubber mold.

Hit, shake or vibrate the mold to
Joosen and bubbles that might formy
against the rubber mold surface. Hydro
stone will dry rock hard in about 2
minutes, Pecl your mald off and there
you are a perfect casting of your origf
nal and best of a)l you can cast many
pieces as you like. i

‘This (s another in a series of lessony
on art and drawing by special colum-
nist Davld Messlng. 2
He has taught for
10 years and oper-
ates two art stores,
Art Store and

Plymuuth: b

Maln, .
en- i -

|Messing

qf and
{rom readers. You may call him at
522-8311, write to him at his store or
in care of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 33208 Grand River,

Farmington, Mich. 48024.

SCUFF and croyon marka on tile or asphait
foorink can be removed quickly by applying
self-poilahing wax. Try an Observer &
Eccentric classified ad when you want to
remove non.usable itema from your home.
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New York and
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traveling from 'ASK FOR GENE OR ELOISE

Pomeroy Associates, Inc.
9-3344 356-108!
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