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Barriers wanted to deafen 1-275 noise

By Joanno Mallszeweki
stalf writer

At the request of Farmington Hills
homeowners near 1-275, city offlclals
have asked the Michigan Department
of Transportation (MDOT) to consider
the Installation of noise barriers be-

9 Mile resurfacing is in

Under a frlparty road agreement,
$15,414 has been earmarked to resur-
face 9 Mile from Grand River north-
cast to Hawthorne in the clty of Farm-
ington. N

Local partlelpation for the first year
of a five-year program was approved
by city council Monday. The city, coun-
ty road commission and Oakland Coug-
1y contribute equal money.

tween the freeway and neighboring
subdivisions.

But first, MDOT offlcials are expect-
cd to conduct a nolse level analysis —
at no cost to the city — along 1-275,
from Eight Mile to mld way between
Nine and 10 Mile roads. The analysis

This year's program wlil generate
$2.25-milllon countywide for safety

will determine whether decibels along
this segment of freeway exceeds &
maximum 70-decibel level, safd Dale
Countegan, assistant to the Farmington
Hills director of public services.

In 1981, MDOT staff conducted &
general Inventery of traffle noise levels
of arcas {ronting on the state’s limlted

works

and the county executive. It was re-
cently approved by county road com-

prog! n y d roads. Lo-
cal allocation Is based on a formula
considering miles of county roads with-
in a community, and accidents occur-
ring on those roads, accordlng to City
Manager Robert Deadman,

The program must now be approved
by the county board of comm!ssloners

Last year's program money was used
to resurface § Mile south of Grand Rlv-
er and improve the Intersection's north
aide, Deadman sald.

Farmington’s share of the tri-party
agreement will be paid from the Major
Street Fund,
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access freeways, locluding 1-275, be-
tween Eight and Nine Mile roads. In-
ventory results revealed that the free-
way scgment had a declbel rating of 71
— ‘one decibel over the MDOT maxl
mam.

“Thus, this segment of 1-275 has been
rated extremely low on MDOT's priorl-
ty list with & number ranking of 1,001
out of a possible 1,135 (freeway seg-
ments),* Countegan sald. The more
than 1,000 freeways (hat ranked a high-
er priority had decibel levels ranging
from 72-87,

But members of the Meadowbrook
Hills and Woods and Park homeowners
assoclations — nelghborhoods abutting
1-276 near the clty's southwest corner
— as well a3 Amurcon Corp. offlelrls
consider the traffle nolse along the
freeway to be bothersome enough to
ask for help.

“THERE HAVE been some com-
plaints,” Countegan sald, adding letters
from nelghborhood associations were
received by clty offlcials in September.,

If MDOT's analysls shows & high
traffic-nolse level, city officlals would
have to adopt a resolution supporting
Installation of nolse barricrs and pro-
viding highway offlclals with documen-
tation of land use controls in the area.

City offlcials have requested that a
MDOT notse analysls should be updated
o include current trafflc conditions
and the Balf-mile scgment of 1275
north of Nlne Mile,

If MDOT officials determine the
clty's project is cliglble, the cost —

ly an average of
$528,000 for a one-mile-long nolse bar-
rier — would be shared by federal,
state and eity goverments.

But the clty's share would be only
approximately 1 percent of the
project’s total cost because the federal
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government plcks up 80 percent, Coun-
tegan sald. The state's share would be
10 t. The local government
would then pay 6-10 percent of the
state’s share — approximately 1 per-
cent of the entire project, he added.

BASED ON a cne-mile nolse barrier
at a cost of $528,000, Farmington Hilly'
share would be $5,280, the state's,
$47,520, and the fedcral government's,
$475,200.

The type of sound barriers that could
be used to cut trafflc nolse near 1275
are an earth berm — o natural sound
barrler - or & pre-cast conerete wall,
Countegan sald, The concrete wall Is
similar to the type scparating 1-275
{rom homes along the frceway In
Plymouth and Canton Tawnship.
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