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Wiercy’s shift
putis Captains to sea

By Chris McCosky
stof! writor

“We came into this tournament as
underdogs, but we came out of It Mer-
cy.”

So said Farmington Hills Mcrey bas.
ketball coach Larry Baker after his
team handed Waterford Kettering its
first 1oss of the season, 44-39, Thursday
night in the Class A reglonal final at
Piymouth Safem.

The win glves Mercy lts sixth consce-
utive regional crown — no team in the
history of girls basketball in the state
of Michigan has matched that feat.

Thursday’s game was breathtaking.
Both teams took after each other like
alley cats. Several (lmes Merey
appeared ready to bury Ketterlng ~
each time the Captalng came seratch-
ing back ‘ato contention.

In the end, Ketterlng had the ball
with under a minute to play tralling by
a basket. With 16 scconds left, Julie
Nickman put up a short jumper that
went in — and out.

THE PROSPECT of defeat
overwhelmed the Captains and thelr
large and unruly throng of fans. The {l-
nal 14 seconds were ugly §n contrast to
31:46 of brilifant basketball.

While Kettering came unglued, Mer-
cy's Yvetie Malson — a coo) customer
{n the face of serious pressure through-
out the game — nailed four free
throws, including a technical foul. Mis-
sy Duczynski added another frec throw
ta lock up the win,

"The two teams are very slmitar”
Baker said. “They do a ot of the same
things we do better. They are quicker

girls basketball

and that forced us to change what we
normally do. We had to be the deliber-
ate team and we had to be the team
that broke the press.”

The Marllns (18-5), thanks largely to
the patience and court savvy of Mai-
son, Michelle Fryatt and Dueczynski,
were able to handle the Kettering press
— the same press that destroyed Bir-
mingham Marian In the semifinals.

Mercy made numerous turnovers (10
In cach half), but most occured on the
offensive end and usually as a result of
rushing to the basket after breaking the
press.

MERCY. WHO ftratled only once In
the game (18-17 with 3:28 left In the
first half), took the upper hand In the
second hal{ thanks to a shrewd coach-
Ing decision.

Baskets by Terri Nalodka and Fryatt
put Mercy ahead 29-23. Kettering has
made a name for Itself this season with
its press and pesky zone defense.
Baker, with 3:30 left to play in the third
quarter, ordered hls team to hold the
ball cutside, forcing Kettering to come
out of lts zone.

*That was ({assistant coach) Jim
McKec's {dea. He'd been after me to do
that slnce Missy (Duczynski) picked up
her third foul.”

The move preduced an added bonus.
The Kettering players stayed back in
the zone and were consequently
slapped with a technical fou. Duczyn-

y Duc:ymkl (No. 52) Ted Mm:y with 12 pelnh despite gcmng

into foul trouble.

Hawks grab Wln at'

15-to-bea-h

1t was wh

nlght
for the Farmington Harrison basket.’
ball team in lts season opener at
Waterford Kettering Friday,

‘Three players went after the honor

in the Hawks' thrilllng 56-55 win.

. Rod Sarcevich earns the first game
ball, He scored four of his 13 polnts in
tho {Inal 30 seconds of the game — the
last two coming at the buzrer from 12
feet out to glve Harrison tha win, .

The second game ball will be shared
by Joif Hoskow and Mike Karoly. Both
filled. in impressively for senlor Ken
George who fouled out catly in the fi-
ozl quarter. Hoskow mado a big steal
and assited on the two late Sarcevich
hoops.. Karoly, a junlor, gave the
Hawks some solld play at tho polnt
guard spot during tho frenxled ¢
minutes.

.."We had wmo kids come In and glve

u gutty per{ormances,” sald veterad, -

Harrison coach Mike Teschman..“To
win without your No. { man iy really &
tributo to these kfds”
. Kettering assumed o one-point lead
v wlmlanmndsmtmthcmc.mm
son worked tho ball up court and called
tirneogt with cight seconds laft.

basketball

*I sct up o play and it didn't work,"

‘cachman said, "But Karoly had the
presence of mind to reallze the play
;u h:ll-;ipped and he qu.lcldy roversed

Karoly got the ball to Hmkow -who
fed Sarcevich on the haseline. Sarcev-
Ich made no mistake. .

George led the Hawks in scoring,
mnnlnz 15 poinis In 18 minutes of

'l‘om L\rkln Jed Kettering with 18,

N. FARMINGTON 58, SOUTH-'

FIELD-LATHRUP §5: Rick Anderson
peored 28 polnts and grabbed 10 rev
bounds ‘to lead. North Fnrmh:xw:; to
victory in its season open:
Panl Watrman Wdcd 15 polnu and
six rebounds,

North exploded to 2 16:8 1ead" aftera’
quarter and never trailed. The final

‘ 8core Was uclosoul.nthrup got to

thuﬂlld:ﬂ.

skl hit the free throw.

On Mercy's ensulng possession,
Kettering coach Charlle Shires was
alapped with another technieal foul for
argulng. Duczynskl hit both free throws
and Mercy had a nine-point lead.

A LESSER team would have been
through for the night. Kettering, how-
ever, didn't win 22 straight games by
quitting.

#I think Charlie (Shires) would be the
first to admit it, we played a tougher
schedule than they did, but an un-
defeated team has to be very good, es-
pcclnlly in the final quarter,” Baker

Lua Kllne, who led all scorers with
15 polints, scored elght fourth-quarter
points to help bring Kettering back,
Her basket with 5:01 left made the
score 34-33. .

Duczynski, who led Mercy with 12

points, sank two elutch free throws and

Nalodka added another basket to ex-
tend Mercy's lead to 3833,

Kline scored again with 2:20 remaln-
Ing to pull the Captains within three.
They atole Mercy's in-bounds pass and
bad a chance to pull within one, but
Margaret DeMattln came up with a
leaplng steal and sank a hv.-e throw at
the other end.

“You have to give Mnrgurvt alotof
credit. She gave us another money bas-
ketbatl game tonight. Not thrilling, but
baw many mistakes did she make? (Not
many.) And she had as much right as
anyone to make mistakes.*

DcMATTIA HAS stepped Into the

0y
. starting role replacing injured.Terri.

Ford and played near-flawless baskbt.
balt, uu'vugh the diltﬂct Ind regl
tournament

There wem other lmdoul.s for Mer

oy

@ Maison mrcd 10 points and
played another stroog floor game.

@ Michelle Fryatt was agaln as-
slgned to shadow an Important player
and did a superb job. She {rustrated Sa-
lem’s Dena Head on Tuesday and both-
cred speedy all-state guard Kristl
Lyons Thursday. Lyons scored 11
polnts, flve from the free throw line.

® Jean Wassenberg came off the
Marlln bench and scered nine polnts,
most at cruclal stages of the game, In.
the sccond quarter she scored five
strajght points, seven in the quarter, to
help Mercy to a 25-20 lead at the half,
Then in the fourth quarter, with Mercy
clinging to a three-point lead, she fol-
lowed up her own free throw
witha ldl-hnnded half-hook shat to ex-
tend margin.

[ Nn.lodh turned in still another
rugged inside performance both on the
glazs and on defense. With Duczynski in
foul trouble, her performace was dou-’
bly important for the Marlins.

*THIS IS a game that all 15 playera
feel real good about,” Baker said.

Wednesday, the Marlins will make
their alxth stralght appearance in the
state quarterfinals. The game (which
will start at 7:30 p.am.) is hosted by
Waterford Mou. 1151 Scott Lake Road.

The lkely opponent:. No. i-ranked
Flint anbmum whose regional fl+
nal was Sat y night,

buzzer

" Mike Rudin contributed an import-
ant six rebounds to the cause and Jim
Ragland played a eolld floor game.

Al'ﬂ.l Slater led Llllhrnp with 20
poln

FARMNG‘N)N €9, RB)FORD UN~
ION 53; The Falcons llke thelr victory
sandwich with plenty of polnts in the
middlo as Farmington, Bruee
Kratt's 29 points, routed host Redford

K
Eotas oo s DRES LEF i P e

‘Jean Wnnnnbarg camo off the Mercy banch to spark a palr of ralllos, Sho finished tho game
with nine peints in the Marlin win Thursday.

Baker displays his mettle
in Mercy’s regional win |

enough credit. -
1 wonder if his name is men-
tioned when outstanding girls
basketball coaches arc discussed.

1 wonder if the Farmington Hllls

IWONDER if Larry Baker gets

.| Mercy boosters and the Farmlngton

Hills community really appreclate
what a truly outstanding job this man
does.

1 wonder i I knew what a dedleated
and driven coach he really was untll
the recently completed regional tour-
nament at Plymouth Salem.

Certainly his career record at Mercy
is to be marvﬂcd at: He's 234-30. He's
won two atate championships,. 10 re-
glonals and a bunch of distriet and
"league titles.

But the common assumption is, he
wilns because he always gets the best
players. Mercy’s abillty to draw play-
ers from whercver 1t wants gives the
school a' declded advmuge ang it
should be successfal,

WELL, M.AYBE in some years Mer-
cy had superior talent and the (mpor-
tanco of Baker's role as coach was less-

ened. .

But ot this year.

This year, Larry Baker had to coach
— seriously take off the coat, get out
tho chalk board and get ta wurk.

Baker has nlways been'a hard work-
ot. He runs bls own skills camp at Oak.

Unlon Friday ina  open-

Wth 42 polnts total kn thé second and
third ; the Faleons eould atford
10 be outscored by the Panthers, 14-11,
in the flnal eight minutes. Tony Racka
and Kyle Mutz both sent in 12 pclnta
for Farmington,

*They . qut-quicked us at Iho guard
spots, and they ‘were very acturate
from the outside,” sald 'I‘ip Smathers,
in his debnt as RU coach.

. RU was lod by Dennls Bu.shnn. who
canned 18 polnta. Gary Walters chipped *
In with 12, ) N
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land C College aver the sum-
mer, He takes his players up north to
Indlvidus] and uaam umps during the
sumpaer,

Then Quring u.o season ho works®
harder. He, along with asaistanta Mike
King and Jun McKeo (who have phyed
no small role in the succesa of the My
<y program), are unrelenting muwn.
game {llm muhm-l and prepracﬂce
workaholles.

Still, T get the feeling tbat be moved
'this,

bis work level up an extra otch
scason — up another Iavd for tho re-
glonal, -

7= Chrls
' McCosky

proached this reglonal tournament asa
personal challenge, almost as If be felt
his' coaching credentials were belng
threatened.

* The flrst game of the tourncy was
against Fred Thomann and Plymouth
Satem. Thomann ls regarded as the
best coach in the state. Where Baker is
mistakenly perceived a3 a coach who
wins anly because of tho talent he gets,
‘Thomann s justiflably balled for pro-
ducing winning teams without the bo.n-
efit of bluc-chip talent,

‘Thomann's team embarrassed Mer-
ey carller this scason and Baker
couldn't rest until ba avenged that de-
feat.

For three weeks, the x;un IwMy

players to the bﬂn.k of exhaustion and
beyond to come up Mth (3 plln to b«m
Salem.

The end mull was l mnrv:lonll,v
‘and

'upsa!, will bo against Funt Northwest- |-
s, .- NE

Instead of belng a pressing’ delcmlve
team and a running offensive team, he
Instructed his players to slow the tem.
po ngnlnst the faster Kettering team|
and he hed his team well schooled on
how to bresk the vaunted Kettering
press,

Another coup for Baker was hnv!ng
his team play straight man-to-man
against Kcttering. This' was a tatal |
surprise to the Captalns. Mercy had |
played moatly press and zone this year. |-
But Baker knew that Ketterlng had |-
faced almost excluslve zone coverage
ail season. He hoped @ man-to-man |-
would confuse and slow Kettering — |.
and itdid. .

Again, perfcct gamo plan, perfect
exccutlon —~ but Kettering forced
Baker to make changes throughout the
game, . .

With n suggestion from McKee,
Baker had hls team drow Kettering out
of its xone at a very strategic time.In
the game. This frustrated Kettering
and carmed Mercy (hree technical foul
{ree Lhrows and possession of the ball,

JF BAKER felt this regional tourna-
ment was a test of bis coaching meitle, |
bo responded with an A effort. .

' next hurde, barring-a major |-

emin u:eq
i has been the

constructed game ‘plan .
exccution by his pllyen - und A vmo-‘
5.

Baker did ot wb:old: l-‘nd Tho-..

mann, nor did bo enter into the gameo *

with that- Intention.‘Ha stpply condls*

uonedhuuamloptﬁurmluhul
1t'had* performad 2l &

‘Chll A team In the ctats for the past [

-‘ tbo of chm .
L:#M “lﬂ; conch 20 nypco‘.

wo years. They are No. 2 this yearand | |
huvy favorites to win their l.hhd cop-
secutive slata title. .
'Ihey are cozclied by Roger 201, a
nlumw&b'arblurﬂ But, Interms |-

I:vn!c. ‘et 102" Baker will bo up




