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put an end to it, Brotherton saia.
“It reafflrms what has been the
practice in the past except now It says
. it from the highest court,”" Brotherton
added.

THE ‘HIGH court’s unanimous 58-
. page opinion was a defeat for the city
: of Livonia and a Southfleld homeown-
ers assoclation, The Livonia/Southficld
appeal — consalidated st the high
court’s request — involved four scpa-

rate cases. Three were Initiated by
Livonta, the fourth by Southfleld.

The Livonla cases concentrated on
{ssues of zonlng victatlons, bullding de-
ficlencles, deed restrictions and state
Hicensing procedures, Each of the Livo-
nla cases Involved n request by the
state Department of Soclal Services
(DSS) to license on exlsting home for
use as an adult foster care, small group
home.

The Southficld suit was filed by
Greentrees Civic Association and cen-

g

tered on the placement of mentally i1l
adults (n group homes.

It Ls the isstie of placing mentally il
adults n group homes that Farmington
and Farmington Hills officials expect
wlll draw strong public reaction.

“There certainly would be a commu-
pity outery Uf they were located bhere,”
Farmington City Manager Robert
Deadman sald. “In this society, there
has been a real change in how we deal
with pecple with functiona) disorders,
mental disorders.”

A summary of the ruling

The Michigan Supreme Court ruled

that state-licensed adult foster care

- homes are exempt from local zoning
of nees.

‘The 6-0 rullng was a defeat for the
city of Livonla and a homeowners
group in Southfield.

Winners were the defendants — the

_ state Department of Social Services,

| which licenses group homes for de-
velopmentally disabled adults, and Vic-

. tory Wisdom Nonprofit Housing Inc,

| The cases were consolldated because of

. the slmilarity of issues,

. In a 47-page opinion wrltten by Jus-

* tice Michael F, Cavanagh, the high

court upheld rulings for the defendants
by Wayne Clreuit Judge Roland L. Ol-
zark and Oakland Circult Judge Rabert
Webster. Justice Dorothy Comstock
Rlley didn't take part In the proceed-
Ings.

AN UNOFFICIAL court summary of
the 12-question case made these major

points:

® “Adult foster care {acilitles re-
maln exempt from Jocal zoning ordi-
nances.” The court said local zoning
could not be used to defeat an import-
ant purpose of the licensing act.

® “An adult foster care facility pro-

Pretrial exam slated
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* have informatlon avallable regarding
: Lewls' case. Lewls s belng tried In 47th
 District Court because ho i3 charged
_with a misdemeanor. But Flscher ls
prosecuting because the charge Is a vi-
olation of state law, Kohls sald.
Lewis, who became dircctor in 1974,
* resigned May 15 alter he was suspend-
ed without pay May 2 following the re-
Jease of an 2udlt by sccountants Plante
© & Moran. The audit showed evidence of
possible discrepancles in library
- {lnances. ‘The accounting flrm's find-
 Ings covered a varlety of areas, includ-
ing personal use of Vibrary dollars.

Events leading to Lewls' resignation
carlier thls year began with the resig-
nation of Jill Locke, manager of the
Farmington Hills lbrary branch and
children's coordinator for the Hills and
Farmington branches.

Locke'a resignation in February fol-
Jowed a declsion to move her to a new
position as coordinator of community
services. Her resignatlon touched off
public protest, Including the Plante &
Moran audit and Lewls' subsequent res-
. ignation.

. LEWIS' ARREST In October was
* made without publlcity. Several Farm-
. ington Community Library trustees
* were surprised by Lewis’ arrest when
; asked for their reaction late last week.
“1 wasn't aware of It. I am surprised.

1 just waan't aware of it. I thought the
: matter had been resolved. The actions
+ we took I thought resolved the matter,”
safd Ernest Sauter, board of trustees
president, referring to the Plante &
Moran audit and Lewls' subsequent res-
igoatlon.

“I'm sorTy to hear it,"” Sauter contln-
ued. “I think much of what the Farm-
ington Community Library s today is
attributed to Gordon. I think he just
thad.some bad judgment.”

Trustees Jonathan Grant and Alde
Vagnozzl were cqually surprised to
hear of Lewls' arrest. Both Grant and
Sauter sald they thought Lewls had
maved out-of-state.

LIPSON, LEWIS' attarncy, sald he
was equally surprised that police and
the county prosecutor’s offlce contin-
ued the Investigation following Lewis’

i Naeedsibeaiani, .

resignation.
“] had assumed it was over,” Lipson
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said. “I dldn't think any kind of crimi-
nal action was warranted.”

But Kohls said Farmington Hills po-
llce “were called In during the Library
administration hearings {in late April
and early May) because of possible
eriminal violations,"

Detroit attorney Dennis DuBay, who
represented the lbrary board of trus-
tees during its investigation into finan-
cial practices of the ilbrary admlnls-
tratlon, sald the library Is not invelved
In the Lewls case ln any way.

viding care and supervislon for slx or
fess persons is engaged fn a residential
use of property. . .

# A challenged section of the state
zoning act “does not Impermissibly
divest home rule clties of

THE LACK of pudlic reaction over
the posaibility of placement of mental-
1y 11l patients in group homes fs proba-
bly due to the fact that “we just have
not faced it (such placement) In our
community,” Dotan sald,

Both Farmington and Farmington
Hills officlals recelved notification in
carly October from the State Center
for Forensic Paychlatry in Ypsilanti —
an arm of the state Department of
Mental Health — of plans to place pa-
tlents In res{dentlal programs in the
communities.

In carly November, state Rep. Deb-
ble Stabenow, D-Lansing — chairwom-
an of the Houso Mental Health Com-
mittee — said the publlc should re-
member that “mental itincss is not the
same as dangerous. Legally, i some-
on¢ is dangerous to themselves or to to
others, they cannot be placed In the
community.”

Patients that swould be placed in resi-
dentlal programs are those who have
emotlonal problems, such as depres-
slon, or who suffer from a strong lack

and statutory authority . . . . Locat or-
dinances must give way to conflicting
constitutional and statutory provl-
slons.”

® The state licensing and zoning
acts “do not ily dele-

of self-conildence or who are severely
said.

ALTHOUGH WHEN state officlals
flrst dealt with the group home issue,
many assumed placement was restrict-
ed for developmentally disabled peo-

gate leglslatlve authority to the DSS
.« . " a8 charged in the suit.

« The state laws “provide for ade-
quate notice and for an opportunity for
a bearing prior to licensure of adult
foater care facilitles, and provide for a
falr and impartial decislonmaker.” The
decislonmaker 13 the DSS director and
hearing offlcers.

® “All adult foster care facllities
may provide foster care to meatally il
persons,” though In practice not every
mentally it person Is & “proper candl-
date” for placement.

# Deed restrictlons were not violat-
ed by adult foster care small group
homes, “Any increase in traffic and
parking problems with regard to all the
homes is no greater thad that which
could have arisen had a large tradition-
al{amlly occupied the homes.”

ple, sajd.

But language in the state law "gave
the administeation the ability to inter-
pret It differently” to include the place-
ment of mentally i1l patients, he added.

*We have been assured that the type
of mentally i}l patients are people who
are not the mentally lll you sce In the
movles who have chopped somebody
up,” Brotherton sald,

The people who would be pizced in
residentlal programs are those who are
depressed or have other similar emo-
tlonal problems, he added.

According to law, mental institutions
can keep patients for only a certain
amount of time, Brotherton said, Al-
though patients may not need tobe in &
state hospital to continue improve-
ment, some type of supervision and
belp is still necessary, That's what
group homes are expected to provide.
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Many of the patients also have no
where to lMve following thelr release
from the hospital.

*“The alternative ls not one that is 100
good,” Brotherton sald, referring to re-
leased patients having 5o ‘where to go.

THE ISSUES of placing mentally re-
tarded persons as oppased to mentally
iy “aro two different situa-
tiony,” Hartsock sald.

The placement of mentally il per-

sons “Is what scares people,” Hartsock
ald. “And it concerns me because it Is

react to high court ruling

a different type of problem (than men:
tal retardation).” .
A balance must be struck betweed
meeting the needs of mentally ill per-
sons who are capable of living In groy,
homes and the needs and concerns ol
the community, Hartsock sald. "From
our perspective obviously, we have o
Jook at the concerns of our communi-
" . :
yBom Hartsock and Dolan maintaln
that more spectfic information and un-
Qderstanding of the group home Issue i
needed for both clty officlals and the
public. .

State parcel

Approximately eight acres of va-
cant land in Farmington Hills will be
offered for sale at public auctlon
Tuesday, Dec, 17, in Southficld, the
Michigan Department of Transporta-
tlon (MDOT) said. .

The vacant acreage ls on the east
side of I-06/1-275, half way between
Eight and Nine Mlle. The minimvm
cpening bld is $79,000,

The parcel is one of 18 parcels of
excess state highway property (n Ma-

in Hills

scheduled for auction |

comb, Oaklend, Van Buren and
Wayne Countics (o be auctioned;

The auction will begln at 2 pm. in
the lower level of the clty's Parks and
Recreation Buildlng, 25000 Ever-
green, !

A brochure containing sketehas, de-
seriptlons and locations of the parcels
may be obtalned from MDOT's Right
of Way Office, 25020 Kt:lwahll1 Qak
Park 43237 Call 545-5322,

2 35" Sto L. in Belt Collections.

al

Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge,

11to6p.m.

A hug, one peffect;n'rtxollgleam, ‘round the waist. Its body- '
grazing sophistication is key this season. Here, the sleek, !
sculpted gold metallic leather belt at *30. Hook closure. 2" X

A Cetebration of Fve

Troy # Fairlane Town Centeg Dearboen

Store Hours; Monday through Saturday from 10 to 9 p.m. and Sunday from

, THE ART SHOW

U RABHAEL
TRAVELERS WORLD :

: ~JANINE'S
‘N (;RETEL-




