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Spartans 2nd
at state meet

By Brad Emons
gtaff writor

- Livonla Stevenson came away with a
state ttle in the 400-yard freestyle re-
lay, byt the Spartans settled for a see-
ond place tle with defending champ
Bloomficld Hllls Lahser at the Class A
girls swlm meet, won by Ann Arbor Pl-
oncer Saturday at Michigan State Unl-
versity.

.- - It was the fourth time Stevenson had
“finished second under the coaching of
‘Lols McDonald, who announced her re-
tirement on Monday. (Sce related sto-

)

ry).

.+ “Therc was a lot of talent in the state
. this year, but I always alm for the top,”
.sald McDonald, the Spartans’ head
coach for 20 years. *You do your best
and go for broke.

"We knew Ann Arbor Ploncer had
both the numbers and the quality
swimmers. We just wanted to make
¢ them carn everything they wanted. I
- thought we swam well,”

Callfornla transplant Jen-
: nifer Jackson, a sophomore who cap-
- tured the 200 and 500 freestyle events,
" Pioncer scored a 170 polnts to outdls-
: tance Stevenson and Andover, who tal
« led 132 each.

STEVENSON was among several
+ Western Lakes Conference teams
. which scored in the meet. North Farm-
¢ Ington took ninth place with 48 points
«.and Westland John Glenn, Livonla

Churehill, Plymouth Canton and Plym-
* outh Salem also scored. Another Ob-
. serverland school, Farmlngton Hills
- Mezrcy, also figured in the tcam stand-
Ings.

Stevenson’s lone first place finish
; came In the 400 freestyle relay as Ann
. Bollinger, Sherrie Sudck, Sheila Taor-
mina and Michele McKenzle were
; clocked In 3:33.12, breaking the state
+ mark of 3:33.95 held by Andover since
L 1981,

“The girls knew ahead of time that
they'd be there,” McDonald sald, “But
. nobody expected us ta look that good.

. “We've never had a history of belng
- good in the 400 relay. We've been bet-
Z ter over the years In the (100) medley

{relay).”

Several' Stevenson swimmers turned
in champlonship-like performances, In-
cluding Taormina, a junior who was

swimming

.second In the 200 indlvidual medlay
(2:07.49) and 100 butterfly {57.52). .

IN THE 200 IM, Taormina broke the
state record, but 30 did Andover’s Amy
Charnes, who tock first in 2:08.5. Plo-
neer’s Yvonne Grierson edged the Ste-
venson swlmmer by 22-100ths of a sec-
ond In tho butterfly, -

Sudek finished third in the 200 IM
‘and Churchill freshman Audra Martin
‘was fifth (o the same cvent, while
North's Clndy Cramer took sixth., -

A scnior, Sudek finished second in
the 100 backstroke behind Pioncer's
Stephanle Licbner, who set a state
record with a time of 57.44. Sudek's
time was 58.87 and tcammate Boll-
Inger, a junfor, was fourth in 1:00.86.
Sulllvan took sixth In 1:01.88. Mercy's
Roberta Orr and Suzie Knipper took
ninth and 10th, respectively.

MeKenzle was also Impressive, fin-
ishing aecond behind Jackson In the 200
freestyle and fourth behind Jackson in
the 500 freestyle.

NORTH'S JENNIFER ROWE,
meanwhile, clocked a 5:03.86 In the
500, good enough for third. Also from
Oburvcrlnnd Mercy'a Jennifer Morton
placed sixth and Glenn’s Karen Taylor
tinished elghth,

Obscrverland was also well repre-
sented in the 100 breaststroke as Mar-
tin took third, Cramer fourth, and
Plymouth Canton's Julie Cox 10th,

Other Observerland swlmmers scor-
ing points at the state meet included
Rowe, ninth; Morton, 10th; and Taylor,
14th -- 200 freestyle; Sulllvan, 11th,
200 IM; Bolllnger, 10th, 50 freestyle;
and Jamie Koester {Glenn), 11th, div-
ing.

In the 200 medley relay, North
Farmington's quartet of Clndy and
Marge Cramer, Liz Worthen and Amy
Menlelicy finlshed 10th to lead the
area, Churchiil was 13th.

Arca schools tralling Stevenson in
the 400 freestyle relay were Glenn,
cighth; North, 10th; and Plymouth Sa-
lem, 12th,

Lois McDonald quits
‘Spartans swim post

. By Brad Emons
;. staff writer

. Marking the end of an cra, longtime
- Llvonia Stevenson girls swim coach
- Lols McDonald announced her retire-
* ment thls week.
McDonald, who tentatively plans to
- retire from teaching in June, conched
. the highly successful Stevenson girls
' team for 20 years. She led the Spartans
« to four runner-up finlshes in Class A,
the latest being Saturday’s state finals
! In East Lansing.
. *I don't need flrst place,” McDonald
- said. *The most important thing to me
1s get the most potential out of kids. I
thought this year we tapered down and
. Improved our times.”
McDonald, who also spent seven
. years coaching the Stevenson boys and
! the Spartan Aquatlc Club, sald It was
: time for a change.
“It's been tough the past couple of
. years with the parent situatlon,” she
. said. *I've had It with AAU clubs and
. parents, I've declded I have other
things ta do.”

Mchllnld and her husband, John, an
English teacher at Churchill High
School, have four children, three Uving
in Callfornla.

*WE LOVE TO TRAVEL and I'll be
able o ‘see my chlldren more,” she
said, “And I'm just tired of part-time
pay for full-time work.

“People don't know how really I was
engrossed In the sport. Some of the peo-

ple are unaware of my background.

've read and studied. I've donc a lot of
research, People don't know I've spent
four hours every weckend planning
workouts.”

A native of Blrmingham, MeDonald
attended Alblon College and recelved
her degree in physlcal education at
Western Michigan Unlversity. She later
mmcd A master’s degree from Eastern

In 1055 she started a synchronlzed
swim team for the Garden City Parks
and Recrcation Department, serving 12
years as coach,

She then became the head swim
coach at Stevenson in 1966,

The Spartans domlnated arca swim-
ming for nearly two decades, capturing
numercus Inter-Lakes and Western
Lakes league titles. She produced sev-
cral state Individual champlons Includ-
Ing Carol Eggers, who won efght titles
during the mid-1970s.

IN 1879, she became the first woman
to win the Matt Mann Award, a state-
wlde honer for service. McDonald has
also been nominated in 1985 for Coach-
of-the-Year by the Natlonal High
School Athletie Coaches Assoclation,

McDonald is also certified teacher In
cardlopulmonary resuscitation and wa-
ter safety instruction.

“I'm golng to teach swimming to
adults,” she sald. “That's what I really
glc]gy. And I'm golng to work with the

“*And I'll work out more. I can get
over to Vic Tanny now and exercise.™
Although the McDonald era has end-

. cd, it won't be forgotten.

A successor has not been named, but
among the leading candidates men-
tioned are former Stevenson swimmer
Beth Nolan, Stevenson boys coach
Doug Buckler and former Clarenceville
and Farmington coach Greg Phlll, For-
mer Bentley coach Kellh erg)lt 15als0
a possibllity.

'CC swimmers post
2nd stralght victory .

Redford Catholle ‘Central dovmed
Dearborn * Helghts  Crestwood 58-24
‘Nudaylnnboy:dunlmmmeeL

'+ The Shamrocks totaled eight flrst

places, including both relays, en route |

to thelr accond-straight dual meet win

of the season. Alex Afsari was.an lndi-

vidual double winner for CC with firsts

{n the 200-yard freestyle and the 500-

' yard freestyle. He won the 200 frec In
1:56.3 and the 500 freein 5:18.7. " *

John Kovach netted three wins {n the

mcet but two came Lo relay action. Ko--

vach, along with Jim Surowlec, Sean
Mcbemwu and Joo Teal captured tha
i+ 200-yard medley event In 1:42.8. I the

with Matt Hepburn, Teal
motl for a flrst-place Uine of 3:27.] l.
Tadividually, Kovach wonithe 1

400-gard - frocstyle relay, ‘:3 teamed:
. lxeswlc(b 24,93) and Déan Roberts in -
the 100-yard backsiroke

yardbutterfly ln 550, '

Other individua) {lrsty for the Sham-
rocks Included McDermott, 200-yard
Indlvidual medley, 2:12.3; Exi¢ Forton,
50-yard freestyle, 28.6; Jim. Voorhels,
diving, 182.8; Dan Cetnar, 100-yard but.
lctﬂy, '0; 4, nun’d‘Sumwlec 100-yard

pY
ke,

PLYMOU'I'K GANTON'S p-
tured fust three cvents In 2 §3-30 set-
back to Bolleviile Tauday ln a non-
‘league doal meet.

Andy Flower, whn ‘was c.hlrd I the -
state lut seazon d'.l*vlnz."mk D.lst
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