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Hospitals call malpracticec

Hospital medical malpractice cover-
age accounted for more than 70 per-
cent of the increase in hospital costs
over the last year, ncmrdlxllhg to a state-

high lnlunl-mumlily rate.

“No one's needs are being adequately
met under the present aystem. The
MHA remalns nlrong in Iu convictlon

tort

wide survey
Hospital Assoclatlon (MHA).
“Malpractice costs are ceippling hos-
ability to provide quality health
sald Spencer Johnson, MHA

nt.
“There Is  something drastically

WrOng with a aystem where more mon-
vy is poured Into the medical lfabllity

ul the poor or addressing our state's

that o

system is the bul ncuon that can be
taken. We remaln optimistic that the
chulalum will enact such & mea-
sure.”

THE AGGREGATE cost of malprac-
tice coverage for Michlgan hospltals in
1985 totals nearly $200 mllllon, an av-
crage of $1 mlllion per hospltal, MHA
52

id.
Every hospital admlsslon cost §164

Making sure no child is forgoiten

for medical llability coverage [n 1985,

“'At o time when hospltals are trylng
to flnd means to control hcalth-care
costs while maintainlng the [evel of
quallty, malpractice remaina an enor-
mous issuc for us,” Johnson sald.

“We're talklog about $200 milllon of
hospltal revenues gotng toward mal-
practice coverage. As a basls for com-
parlson, the cattre 1985 Medicald budg-
ot for hospitals was $635 mlllion,”
Johnson added.

THE STUDY also showed that hospl-
tals’ malpractice costs had increassd
88 pereent from 1984 to 1985.

It indlcated that hospitals are bear-
tng two-thirds of the total blll for medl-
cal malpractice coverage In Michlgan.
Insurance Bureau reports indlcate that
Mlchigan physlciatu arc paying 385
million annually,

Servlce cutbacks due to the malp:

sts ‘crippling’

quently rcpor(td results of this grow-
Ing malpractice crisls.

whlile large and mld-sized hosplmb

reported the greatest difficolty in at-

lrncung obstetriclans, small and rural
\tal

tice crisls, as well a3 difflculties lu phy-
sleian recruitlng, were the most fre-
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One of a Kind Gifts for a
S pecml Bird Lover

Nature in copper and lass
et s o 2

Deb Watkins

Hand carved songbirds
Specially made by native Appala
available in red cedar or walnug

A Bird’s Eye VleW"”“?:?fa‘;;E““'

125 E. University Filpg !
{Next to Domino’a and The Sun, 124
8TER ?en Christmas
653-@79 Owhed and Operatad by Pam Bigiey vetill 3 pm.
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achian cn(umen,
2813

reported a marked difficulty

vdead

In recruiting all speclattics.

Johnson safid malpractice clalms
have more than quadrupled, to 2% for
cvery 100 physiclans, over the Lidt 10
years. Natlonally, the average ‘«culm
ment has grown from $26,000 ¢
$330,000 over the same perlod, h s:g!d
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Tiffany-Stylc Lamp
with handcrafted brumc base.....
From the ash of Mr. 51, Helens, ™
handblown glass ornaments ... 4%

infayed wooded Music Box with ...
Swiss Movements Other music boxcy |
available ...... 193
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glass vases,
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Meet Poes & Avthor
Cynthia Cummings
Saturday, Dec. 114
Autographing her Chistmas puctey Looks
Christmas Surpris il

10-4 p.m.

193 W. Maple # 6444233 « New Holiday §lours Mo

1t 1049, Sar. 309, Sun 133
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Our Price. .
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CoST........... 34.97
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HOAD RACE Ié‘?
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