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discussed |

Is along the 12 Mile'boulevard of 180 fect

‘The plan also calls for the widening of 1-898 and
additlon of Interchanges near Haggerty and Drake,
as by the MDOT's

The estimated price tag for 12 Mile improve.
ments totals $18.5 million, including construction,
storm dralnage and right-of-way costs, But the
clty's share would total an estimated $0.7 providing
state and federal grants can be used to pay for ap-
proximately $8.7 mlllion of the total,

Te pay the Farmington Hills share, city offlcials
propose using TIFA financing to pay'for the four-
lane boulevard — 3$9.2 million. The remalning
$520,000 for the twc cther 12 Mile widenlng proj-
ec's would be paid for with the city's share of state
gas and welght taxes, . ¢

Clty officlals also proposed to lse approximately
$294,000 In TIFA revenue (and $49,500 In gas and
weight taxes) to help pay the estimated $343,000
share of 1-806 improvements, Although clty offi-,
clals only have estimated costs for these improve-
ments, they expect the price tag on I-688 improve-
ments to total $27.5 million.

THE FOUR-LANE boulevard would be con-
structed in three phisea - one mile in cach phase,
‘The conatruction 'segments would be Farmington to
Drake, Drake to Halsted , and Halsted to Haggerty,
City officinls cxpeet each phase to be completed in
ayear.

“The preclse startlng polnt of construction,
whether we begin at Haggerty and move eastward

to provide adequate room for u-turn trafflc.

While clty offlcfals consider a boulevard the best
route to take in improviag 12 Mlle, owners of at
least one business along the corridor dlsagree.

Speaking at lust week's special meeling on the 12

Mile study, Jervis H. Webb, vice of the
Jervis B.'Webb Co. — one of the first businesses
along Lhe corridor ~ said he Is opposed to the boul-

cvard because of the amount of right-of-way re-.

qulred

Although Webb supports widening 12 Mile, he
Suggests it can be done in the conventional manner
~ slmllar to the current widening project on 12
Mile, between Orchard Lake and Farmlington
roads.

“THE BOULEVARD might look cute, but Is not
cconomleally justlfled,” Webb maintained In a list
of reasons for hia opposition that was presented to
other business and eity officlals Thursday.

"It would require 120 extra lined fect totaling
180 feet of preelous valuable land from'the residen-
tal and business sectors. It would devaluate and
have an environmental impact to the front of the
Jervis B. Webb Company property faclog 12 Mite
Road.”

The boulevard would also increase the speed of
trafilc, “causing more accidents because the driv-
crs of the would feel a of an
expresaway cffect,” Webb maintained.

Also llsted as reasons for oppasitlon 1s the cost

with the hase of right-of-way, and

or start at Farmington Road and work ,
will depend on the location and construetion timlng
schedule fo the Michigan Department of Transpor-
tatlon for the ndditlonal frecway aceess points. The
city will plan the first phase of the boulevard to tie
Into the new freeway exit. It is anticipated that
constructlon wlll begin in 1987," according to the
city's plan.

‘The expense assoclatod with the construction and

of a a d-
vantage, But clty offlcials prefer a boulevard as
oppased to conventional widening.

A boulevard will enable more vehlcles to trayel
in an unlaterrupted traffic stream. Traffie lights
could be Installed at the major commercial drive-
ways without distupting traffic flow. A boulevard
would also allow Indircct left turns at intersecting
streets, according to the plan,

BUT CITY officlaly also malntain that a boule-
vard would Improve road and pedestrian safety,
and serve as a separation between resldentlal arcas
north of 12 Mile and the commercial and offlee
stretch on the thoroughfare’s south side.

Under the city's plans, a right-ol-way of 180 feet

maintenance of the medlan with tree pruning, sodd-
ing and lawn cutting.

“The cost for the boulevard would Include two
extra curba for three miles, extra dralnage, con-
siruction removal and expensive right-of-way pur-
chasing of valuable property to the sum of $7 mil-
lfon to be paid by the taxpayer ($4 milllon for right-
of-way, $3 miltlon for extra constructicn costs).

“THE JERVIS B. Webb Co. feels that the $7 mll-
llon plus, and the hardship that the boutevard cre-
ates, is not in the best Intesest of the Farmington
community and Is not in the best intcrest of all
concerned.

“The only people that would beneflt from this
project are the people sclllng undeveloped land at a
ridiculous price to the city, the construction compa-
ny and architectural advisories doing the projeet,”
Webb concluded,

In response, Costlck sald he believes o boulevard
will solve some of the problems discussed by Webb.
But Costick also sald clty officlals still have a long
way to go before design plans are prepared for the
improvements.
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COMPLETE CO-ED FACILITIES

At the New, ultra-modérn
$2,000,000 luxury Fitness

that a strong body must work,
todether with a strong mind to
produce a confident individual,

provide nutritional guidance and
Oriental meditation...to produce
the finest YOU you can be.

America Spa in Livonia, we know

The facilities are luxurious.

The personnel are knowledgeable
and highly trained professionals
and your program is individual-
ized just for you.

Be the best you can be. At the

new Fitness America Spa.
Great confidence arises from a
great workout.

PRE-OPENING SPECIAL
MEMBERSHIPS!

50% OFF CHARTER

17235 Middlebelt-One Block North of 6 Mile
Phone:427!7300/"_.'3- S .

INFORMATION OFFICE HOURS: MON.-FRI. 9:00AM-
*, SATURDAY: 9:00AM-6:00PM, SUNDAY 10:00AM-6:0

If you join Fitness America

just
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today’you will recéive two years
of benefits for the price of one! Or
one year of fitness for two people.

This is a limited time offer, so
-call Fitriess America today! Get in

shape...Get in Total Shape with,

Fitness America.

Luxurious Facilities include:
+ Individual suntanning booths « Huge

Oriental Style Whirlpool « Heated Olymp;
slyle swimming pool « Finnish steam bath

* Arizona Dry Satina  Super Clrcuit

* Acrobic exercise classes - Oriental Mardi

Arts - Ultra-Modern result-producing

'

progressive resistance training equipment,

Including: « Universal + Nautilus - Body

Master « Lile Circle « and Free welghts.




