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By Sharon Dargey
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Now grownups

display

tooth hardware

Diane Rinke, 24, an advertlsing
or the news-

Dear Ask-the-fictitious-dentist:

I am a 30-year-old, high-
powered executive who has every-
thing — prestigious job, gorgeous
looks, sparkling personality and a
bank account that rivals Fort
Knox. I'm almost perfect except
my teeth look like pylons in a drit-
ing test track. My dengist suggests
braces, but I'm afraid that my col-
leagues will secretly call me
“glitter gums” and “metal
molars.” What should I do?

Dear Xylophone Smile:

True, braces aren't as chic as
Den Johnson stubble or permanent
cyeliner. But thanks to new ad-
vances in orthodontics and a
growing trend ‘toward fitness,
more adulls are wearing braces
with ease and f-confid

papers in Birmingham, winced when
Iriends obscrved that her braces
chomped 10 years off of her appear-
ance.

Cheryl Major, 31, a Grand Blanc
mother of two, dldn't mind wearlng
the sliver-colored appllance — but
her husband can’t walt untit it Ls re-
moved.

Despite an Inltial bout of self-con-
sclousness — which quickly dimin-
fshed — Varner wore bls braces for
more than a year to enhance his ap-
pearance. Rinke and Major recently
started thelr treatments and wlll con-
tinue to wear the correctlve aldes for
another several months to a year.
They’re among the Increasing number
of adults who have outgrown their ad-
-olescent fear of braces and are under-
golng treatment to correct cosmetic

Why not try them? They won't sel
off an'l(m' metal detectors, receive
satcliite signals or jeopardize wur
job, looks and personality .

. but I might hold onto that bnnk
uccaunt if I were you. They cost a
Sew hundred bucks more than they
do for children.

- Tom Varner, 42, Rochestor's mayor
pro tem, felt “a little foolish" when he
flashed his first brace-enhanced smile
two years ago.

or ot p
ALLEN ASH has scen the percent-
age of adult patlents at his Farming-
ton Hllls orthodontlcs practice in-
crease from some 5 percent to 15 per-
cent over the past flve years, He has
<changed hls offlce hours to accommo-
date the increase in adult patlents.

At David Edglr'l Soulh(luld ortho-
dontic  practi mprise
about 30 pcrcent ol hL! pathan He
eredits the Increase to expanded den-
tal Insurance coverage for adult

e
g

rs and better or
techniques that hasten adult treat-
ment and make braces Jess visible,

“It used to be a small percentage
— 1 to 3 percent — before 1975,
added Larry Aagesen, & Rochester
orthodontlst, “Since that time there’s
been a great Increase. In some prac-
tices It's as high as 24 percent.

“Can we relate It to the baby
boomers? Maybe not. Most of those
people had braces. The adults today
are able to afford It and the soctal
stigma of wearing braces isn't there.”

AAGESEN ALS0 sces a relation-
ship betwccn grnwlng health and fit-
neas trends and the increased number
of ndult onh odontic patients,

“In general, people are more con-
sclous of thelr appearance,” Edgar

added. “Seme individuals are Tooking
for a change in thelr llves. And al-
though they can change thelr physical
appearance, they (stralghtened teeth)
won't solve dlvorces or make somone
who's 60 look 20,

Orthodontlsts say they'd prefer to
treat the varlety of dental problems
that requlre braces — Incorrect bite,
crowded or crooked teeth, Incorrect
Jjaw allgnment — before the patient
becomes a teen-ager. Walting until
adulthood for treatment may weaken
gums — risking periodontal discase
~ and aggravate tooth misalignment.

Adult tceth are forced into place
more .siowly than children's ioeth,
lcngthening tho treatment time by a
few mgnlh: to a year. Accordlng to
Ash, adult lmalment also costs any-

where from $400 to $900 more, aver-
nglng approximately $2,500 for
adults,

But adults often make better pa-
tlents than children because they are
more apt to practice proper dental
bygicne. And, added Ash, “are so
much more motlvated, especially If
they are paying the bills.”

Some orthodontists are experi-
menting with “invisible” braces that
are positioned on the inslde of the
teeth, But treatment and expense are
more than deubled,

“There arc a multitude of dlsad-
vantages,” Ash added. “California, of
course Is where it started, The flrst
time [ heard about it wes in ‘People’

Better or have
lightened the hurden of wearing
braces, Wires are more restllant and
require fewer changes, hastening
treaiment time and lesscning paln.
Bonding matcrlals have been km-
proved and individual braces are
smaller, And although most adults
choose traditional metal appllances,
plastle braces are available in colors
um'th blend with the color of thelr
teeth,

Some Journal,
huh?

“T've hesltated using it becausa it s
more difflcult and will prolong treat-
ment.”

Orthodontists doubt whether braces
will become fashion items — al-
though onc of Angesen's patients en-
joya her braces so much that she
doesn't wamt 1o remove them, But
they guarantee that for adults, they’ll
become as common as contact lenses,

police/fire calls

Listed below are some of the
Farmington-area police and firc
calls received during the past week:

© SUSPECTS NABBED

Two 16-year-olds who allegedly stole
one car, allegedly tried to steal a plek-
up truck and are suspected of steallng
another car were relcased to thelr
guardians’ custody followlng thelr ar-
rest late Wednesday In Farmlnmn
Hllls.

The two Detrolt teens werc arrested
about 11:30 p.m. at the Inverary Condo-
mintums, 29870 12 Mile, aiter they al:
legedly stele a Chevrolet Blazer, They
arrived there (o a 1979 Cadlllac, sus-
pected of being stolen recently in De-
troit, Farmlngton Hllls Pollce Sgt.
Charles Nebus said.

° Farmington Hllls aurvelllance offl-
cers — In the area because of an ln-
erease In both car thefts' and thefts
{rom cars — watched as the teens
drove through several apartment com-
plexes ajong 12 Mile, west of Middle-
Dbelt, before stopplng at the Inverary
€ondomlnlums, Nebus said.

- Once there, the teens atopped near a
1985 pickup truck. But when they
couldn’t break out the drivers-side
window with a large two by four, they
wrmed their attentlon to the $12,000
Blazer, Nebus safd.

- In an attempt to flee, one of the teens
drove the Blarer while the other fol-
lowed In the Cadillac. To prevent a
high-specd chase, officers blocked the

School parking lot. He also was al-
legedly In possession of suspected mar-
ijuana, according to a Farmington De-
partment of Publlc Safety report.

‘The teen was discovered in the back
seat of a car In the school's east park-
ing lot about mid-morning, Conflscated
were flve grams of suspected marijun-
na n‘:dd a cigarette pack contalning sus-

reported stolen from a car parked out-
slde Stroh's Ice Cream Parlor, 35522
Grand River, Dec. 10.

A radar detector valued at $315 was
reported stolen from a car parked out-
slde the Rupp & Bowman Co., 24505 In-
doplex Clrele, Dee. 10,

A radar detector valued at $285 was
reported stolen from a car parked out.
side C Precislon Machinii

pec pub-
lic safety ofilcers sald.

Oakland County Probate Court Juve-
nile Dlvision wlil be petltloned to re-
view both charges, officers sald.

® GIFTS RECOVERED
More than half of about 50 gifts
stolen Dec. 9 from under a Christmas
tree at the Knights of Columbus St.
Francls Councll Lodge, 21000 Middle-
belt, were recovered the next day,
Farmington Hills Police sald.
Twenty-six glfts were found on a
trajl southeast of the K&C Hall. Sgt.
Charles Ncbus sald Farmington Hills
Pallce were alerted to their locatton by
a Nelghborhood Wateh captain riding
his bicycle In the area about 6:45 am.
0. .

@ WINDOW 8MASHED

Beven windows at Lutheran High
School West, 30175 Highmeadow, were
damaged sometime Deec. 8-12. Six of
the windows were damaged by BBs, a
seventh by a beer bottle, Several flood-

lights also were shot out. Damage was
estimated at $300, according to a,

¢xit to the complex, F ‘Hills police report.
Nebus said. A driver's-vent wlndnw on a passen-
i The teen in the Cadillae ~ t-  ger car was di y after-

in an effort to avert the roadblock —

rove Into the back of the Blazer, caus-
ing grille damoge to the Cadlllac and
fhinor damage to the rear of the Blax.
gr. The driver of the Cadlllac then tried
to flec on foot, but was apprehended
goon after, Nebus sald,

t The Blarer's driver's-side window
dnd stocring column were damaged.
-The steering column on the Cadillac
130 was damaged, be sald.

+ Police will file petitions with the
Qakland County Probate Court Juve-
gile Divislon, charging the teens with
"unlawfully drlvlnu away an automobile
dnd attempting to unlawfully drive

w!m avlﬂmobl!!. Nebm uid.

$ TEENDETINSD e s

1 o
J,emm~ Dec. 11 while Auegedly
trespamsing in the Farmingion High

as reported
‘cmm- 82000 Norihwestern
- Dec. 10

noon when someona lmlde a passing
school bus throw an object out 2 bus
window. The Incident occurred on
Middlebelt, south of 12 Mile, Damage
was estimated at $70, according to a
Farmington Hills police repott.

©® THEFTS REPORTED
Several theﬁ.l were reported to local
pollce agencl
A radar deuctar valued at §150 was
rted stolen from a car parked out-
e & house on Greenhlll Dec. 5,
A mlcrowave oven valued l! $300
stolen from §)
way,

'mny-twa boxcs of ceillng ulo were
reported. stolen from the Pepper
Square shopplng center construction
sits Dec, 8-10. .

A snowblower valned at $375 was re-

stolen from a house on Plum-
rook Dec. 10.
A-radar detector valued ot $280 was

37560 Enterprise Ct., Dec. 11,

A radar detector valued at §350 was
reported stolen from a car parked out-
side the Bargalntel Inn, $8300 Graod
River, Dec. 10-11

More then $2,000 worth of personal
property was reported stoles from a
house on Stopewood Court Dec, 11,
Taken were satellite hookup equip-
ment, a videocassette recorder, a sicr-
co unlt, a color television and a cam-
era.

A gas-powered cement mixer valued
at §1,800 was reported stolen from a
construction site on Commerco some-
time Dec. 4.9,

A citlzens' band radlo was reported
stolen from a car parked at the Red
Roof Inn, 24300 Sinacala Court, some-
time Dec. 12-13.

on the agenda

Farmington Hllls City Coancit
31555 11 Mile, Farmington Hills
7:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 16

Farmington Hills City Couneil will
consider approval of the preliminary
draft of the 12 Mlle Road master traf-
fic plan. Council Is expected to estab-
lish a Tax Increment Finance Authori-
ty (TIFA) and district [n which tax In-
crement revenue wlll be used to pay
for capltal improvements. Councll's
mayor and maycr pro-tem are to be
clected. To pe. considered is the clty’s
attorncy's contract and purchase of a
new (lring ‘range system for the new
Farmington Hilla pollee building. Pub-
lic hearings are scheduled to conslder

zoning requests, Counedl will also con-
slder a planned resldestinl develop-

ment plan for cluster and multiple -

housing on 71 acres on the south slde of
Nine Mile, between Gill and
Green HII Cammaus mbdlvhlon. Also
to be De-

Mlle and Drake sold to Little Caesars
wlil be considered by the trustees. Also
discussed will be acceptance of a gift
to Woodcreek Elementary Schod
Flrmlnztoa City Conncll
1l Cha

mbers
" 23800 leerty Street, Farmington
8 p.m., Monday, Dec., 16

The _proposed creation of a park
foundation for the SFIcer property in
Farmington Hills will be considered by
the eouncil. The foundation waa ap-
praved by Farmlongton Hills councll
last week, and would stimulate com-
munlty support and funding for the.im-
provement of the property. School offl-
clals have shown an interest in dovel.
oplng an educational program around
the farm located on the property.

A public hearing to discuss proposed

wses for federal Community Develop-
ment Block Grant money 1s first on the
sgenda, rl_nllowed by a hearing on the
Pro-

county

velopment Corponupn (EDC) project gram.
plan and bonds for. the pmpoacé Litle A computer system llpgmdo for the
g + csars International at 12 Mile and 47th District Court will ba
ake. the couséd), with cost to be shared
Farmington Public Schools Fnrmlnan and Farmington Hitls, .hy
Administrative offices for a- DD
325000 Fi u holl um Kz‘;
8 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 17 muuabgernlo of alcoholic liquor other.

Information on the district’s search
for & superintendent will be dlscussed,
as two guest apeakers join the trustees.

In a related matter, a salary for Inter- .

im Superintendent Graham Lewis bo-
tween Jan.1-Juno 30 will also bo con-
sldercd. Lewls will reptace retiring Su-
perintendent Lowis Schulman.

Deod approval lor nrvpcrtv at 13

- vassers will be conside

d wine, bas been filed with

erce. The councll
appllutloa Monday and give h:wi to
u:o stato agency.

Requests for approval for a law ¢~
lomemcnl vehlcle, payment t3 the clty
park contractor, s
the Board of Review an:

a

POLO FOR MEN-

Now he can enjoy the comfort it usad to take years of
wearing to achiavo. Polo makes It possible with .
this weathared mesh knlt shirt. Tho sporty-look is just
what he wants in'casual wear. Garment-washed for
* better fit now and lass shrinkage tater.
Bright green, blus, orange, racing yellow, pink,
turquolso, purpls, Jads, white, navy, smoke ~
. or toal, Sizes S-M-| LXL $30.

Jaoobsons

CONVENIENT HOLlDAY HOUHS
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY UNTIL 9. .
Shop Snlurduy unt 8. °




