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It’s in danger in the Hills

and cornfields marked Farming-
ton Township, a rural arca on the
outskirts of Detroil’s urban sprawl.

Today, $200,000 homes and office build-
ings help define Farmington Hills, one of
southeast Michigan’s fastest growing cit-
ies.

Snarled traffic has been one of the
byproducts of this change from a farming
area to a prestigious address.

And the alarming increase in both traf-
fic congestion and accldents has started to
eat away at Farmington Hills® heart — its
quality of life.

Unfortunately, there’s no shortage of
problem areas — 1-696, Northwestern
Hlghway, Orchard Lake Road, 14 Mile

OU CAN'T fool Father Time.
Thirty years ago, dirt roads

. Road, Haggerty Road.

BUT THE worst areas are along 12

- Mile Road.

The east-west thoroughfare has become

* a hotbed for commerclal and office devel-
. opment. It's also home to a college, a post
* office, a library, schools and apartments.

Farmington Hills and Oakland County

- have tried Improving 12 Mile, but you
" don't have to be an enginecring whiz to

haven't

T (ze that road {mpr

: kept pace with development along the six-

. mile-long corridor. Traffic volume far

exceeds road capacity.
Projectlons call {or 4.9 million square
feet of new olfice development along 12
Mite by 1991 == a three-fold increase over
current square footage, That would mean
roughly 18,000 workers, a 275 percent in-
crease from the current workforce of
4,900, and roughly 46,000 auto trips along
the corridor dally.
The stretch of 12 Mile with the greatest
potentlal for future tax-rich office devel-
opment is west of Farmington Road.

OFFICES WEST of Orchard Lake Road
and stores to the east aren't the only gen.
erators of traffic along 12 Mie. Nelghbor-
hoods bordering the corrider are pro-
jected to eventually contain at least 5,000
households,

Within this backdrop, it's heartening to
see the cooperative coalition of govern-
ment, business and community leaders
that City Manager William Costick has
helped weld to fine-tune Farmington
Hills' Twelve Mile Road Master Traffic
Plan for 1886 to 1991,

preliminary, the plan f
guidellnes for coordinated traffic im-
provements while being sensitive to new

thetics and

historie sites along the corridor.

The goal i3 to prevent a gridlock —
cammon during rush hour at the accldent-
prane intersection of 12 Mile and Orehard
Lake Road, site of the city’s only access
polnt to 1696,

A'view of Orchard Lake Rozd at 12 Mile Road, tooking south, duting rush hour,

. . . the alarming
increase in both traflic
congestion and
accidents has started
to eat away at
Farmington Hills' heart
— its quality of life.

CITY FINDINGS call for general re-
construction of 12 Mile, east of Orchard
Lake Road, as well as:

® a four-lane, landscaped boulevard
with median cuts west of Farmington
Road o Haggerty lo 1) separate south-
side offices from north-side houses, 2) re-
duce left-turn conflicts at intersections
and 3} allow non-disruptlve, signaled
business driveways.

® five lanes between heavily traveled
Middlebelt and Farmington roads,

o three lanes ecast of Middlebelt, a
stretch offerlng fewer sources of traffic
and which Is more environmentally sensi-
tive,

Interchanges near Drake and near Hag-
gerty along 1-696 — which paraliels 12
Mile and heavily feeds it — also are called
for.

The most controversial proposal in-
volves the boulevard, which carries a
$16% million price tag (the city's share
would be $9.2 million) and comparatively
higher maintenance costs. And at least
one business In the area has publicly op-
posed parting with valuable frontage.

Clearly, concerns about the boulevard
deserve to be publicly addressed before a
final master traffic plan for the corridor
is adopted.

HOW WILL proposed corridor im-
provements be pald for?

Projected options — a combinatlon of
state and federal grants and city funding
— were unveiled publicly over the past
two weeks. Predictably, robust discusslon
has followed.

Evaluating tax increment flnanclng —
proposed as the city’s major funding
source although limited to the boulevard
— is fertile fodder for another day.

Such financing results from capturing
all or a portion of the dollars generated b;
a development area’s increase in

This soot-covered Bible was found, opened to this page, in the chapel of H

To survive, sf

1STOOD for a moment looking aut over
the crowd of saddened and ashen faces.
This was supposed to be a morning of cel-
ebration and rencéwal.

For five years we had struggled to sur-
vive against what at times scemed like
overwhelming odds. Selling a new concept
in America Is tough. And when it has to do
with the care of the dying, it's even tough-
er.

For me, this was supposed to be a spe-
cial annual meeting for our group. I had
been preparing for months. This morning
I was to become the presldent of the Hos-

value from the time the arca's latest as-
d. Farmi

pice of South n Mi

roli was
Hills proposes capturing a portion of the
increase from the other taxing units in the
tax increment flnancing district for up to
12 years.

Before you fund a project, however, you
need to substantiate its need. And the pre-
liminary Twelve Mile Road Master Traf-
fic Plan provides such substantiation —

convinclngly,
— Bob Skiar

. W’mm}mm

But the celebration in my heart turned
to a hard lump when the early morn-
ing phone call of the day before carried
the news of a fire.

WITHIN MINUTES that fire killed six
persons.
Those of us who believe in the haspice
concept are comfortable with the idea
* that death is part of life. Hospice attempts
to make the transition as peaceful and
comfortable as possible. But we alt mouen
the violent deaths of those for whom we
have cared.
And those who wark In hospices come to
care for both the patients and families
they serve. It Is the antithesis of the
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American business psyche. Hospice em-
ployees and volunteers really learn to
care for the patients, familics and each
other,

So as I stood at the podium that Monday
morning, my prepared statements seemed
shallow. I cauld offer only what came
from my heart:

“WE'VE TALKED a lot about being
leaders in our tleld, Well, I've got news for
you. Leaders succeed. And we wlll suc-
ceed. Not only will we succeed, we will

S n where six died.

irit counts

about people you will never get to know,
But the hospice board has been a reflec-
tion of the struggle that the concept has
weathered in America,
So my words that morning, meant to
give hope, also admittedly were tinged
with a feeling of combativeness.

WE'VE NEVER had other people’s
money to play with. Most of the time, the
hospice hasn't had any money at all. We
Just sort of survive,

And that concept, so important to the
future of America, has survived because
of the spirit of a dedicated staff that
works so very hard‘for so very little in
monetary return, '

You learn quickly at hespice that mon-
ey really Isn't everything — not even in
America. You watch doctors and nugses
work day and night with persons who they
know are going to die. And they do it for
very little money.

Each one of those highly trained staff

prosper despite what h That will
be my goal.”

I could say little more to those who had
struggléd so vallantly over the years,

Under most circumstances, belng a cor-
porate board member is a job full of
aloofness and authority. You play with
other people's money and make declsions

bers could go out and joln the ranks
of their highly paid colteagues in the
health-care business. But they choose oth-
erwise.

Instead, they choose to work with the
dying and their famllies. Their spirit will
carry us through. And they’ll be there
when your famlly needs them. I'il betcha,

Execs right in long drain battle

HANG IN there, Dan Murphy.  *

Hang in there, Bill Lucas.

‘The two county executives have some-
thing in common besides a y::n (ar' the
1986 b ial n
tion. Both are fighting the good battle for
unification of county admintstration.

. Oakland County voters asked for that
when they adopted the county executive
system in 1974 and elected Murphy to that
slot. Wayne County voters gave the same
kind of answer when they approved a
home-rule charter in 1981 and elected
Lucas in 1982,

The fight Is over unifying the drain

under the

UNTIL THE VOTERS spoke out
against the 19th century system, both
Ozkland and Wayne counties had no Jess

' than three public works agencies apiece: 3

1. A road commlssion pretty much in-
dependent of county government.

2. An elected draln commiscloner,

3. A'public works department that sort
of reported to the ¢ounty board,

Under the new; forms of government,
the two tounty exccutives took over the

+ public worka departments.
In the mld-19708, Murphy sought state

legislation to allotv the comblnlng of the

drain commlssioner post and the public

works department, a change that would
bave abolished the elective post of drain
commissioner,

But Draln Commissioner George Kuhn

got hold of Republican legislators, county
board Democrats lobbied Democratic leg-
Islators, and thé odd combination frus-
trated Murphy’s and the voters’ aim.
. Last week the county board passed a
resolution to unlfy the two departments
under Kuhn as public works commission-
er. Murphy threatens to veto it — as he
should, .

The voters of Oakland County bought a
plan to unify county administration, not
pull a department away from the execu-
Si‘l’lef and set up a riva} center of responsi-

¥ *

LUCAS, WORKING with a home-rulo
charter, has had a bit more luck, .
He was able to break down the castle

pull employees away from the draln com-
missloner and place them under the Draln
Board. They allege Youngblood has a poor
track record as an adminlstrator and op-
erates in his own, expensive little world.

Thelr analysls may be correct, but they
don't have the solutfon,

The solution Is to place a charter
amendment on the ballot and unify the
drain commissioner under the same office
as the public works department and road
commission. \

SUCH A REFORM, if cnacted, would
make Wayne County, a name heretofore
synonymous with eronyism, the first in the
state Lo consolidate all three public works
agencies under a single roof.

Oakland would have a rival as the most

progressive administrative system in the
_ state,

walls of that little duchy known as the .

Wayne County Road Commission, unlfying
it with the public works department under

the exccutive's Public Services Oftice,
Lucas {3 now talking about a charter
ﬁmendmenl to brlnlgi the office of
e Y d

under
the exccutive's wing. . .

County commissioners, with a 2-1 ma-
Jority on the Drain Board, -are seeking to

Drain -

Because Lucas and Wayne County are
80 close Lo success, It would behoove Mur-
phg[;— even !ht‘;ugg:loﬂn;; of his fellow Re-
publicans are des of ever consoli.
dating the dratn and DPW departments —
to veto the county board’s resolution cre.
:‘tlng a separate public works commis-

oner. :

Keep the faith, Dan,
You too, Bill.

T e e e oo




