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By Joanne Matiszowaki
stalf writor

Ben Marks' election as the Farming-
ton Hils Clty Council’s mayor pro tem-
pare deshed the bld of Jody Soronen for
the positlon. .

Marks was elected Monday In a 4-3
vote. Soroncn, Councitwoman Joan
Dudley and Councliman Terry Scver
©Opposed Marks® election. Marks, Coun-
cilman Donn Waolf, Incomlng Mayor

. Joc Alkateeb and outgolng Mayor Jan
1 Dolan supported Marks,

! dley opened the mayor pro tem
lection by nominatlng Soronen.

In late November, Soronen an-
ounced she wanted to become mayor
; Pro tem. “T would like you to conslder
+my spoken petitlon to you," she tald
+ council at the time,

¢ Although making it clear she dig not
 support former mayors and mayor pro
tems who seck re-election to those posl-
tlons, Dudley said Soroncn was the only
member who had been “honest, open
and up-front" about her desire to be
 Mayor pro tem. Recently re-clected to
a four-year term, Soronen has served
on councl] since 1976. She was mayor
in 1930,

"I have witnessed a lack of honor in
the recent (electlon) campalge,” Dud-
ley sald. “Palitics may be dirty. But I
, cannot condone or honor dirty politles.”

DUDLEY ALSO rcferred ta “double

n
p

o

selected as

dealing and broken promlses” In re-
gard to the mayor pro (em electlon,
Soroncn’s honeaty n secking the po-
sltion “Instills In me trust and credibiil-
ty" in her serving as mayor pro tem,
Dudley said.
But Wolf challenged Dudley's noml-

natlon by nomlinating Marks. Marks *

has the abllity to “keep the councl! to-
gether,” Wolf sald, "We were on oppo-
slte sides for a long time. . .

“First you'li get atralght answers
from Ben Marks. He reapects your
opinion and expects to be heard (him-
self). He may not agree (with other
oplnions), But you'll be heard."

When the voie was called, sides were
drawn between Soronen, Dudley and
Sever for Soronen and Wolf, Marks and
Alkateeb for Marks, As [n last year's
mayor pro tem clection, Dolan's vote
was to be the declding factor.

BEFORE VOTING, Dolan took the
opportunity to express her concern and
disappolntment over reported political
bargatning for the mayor pro tem posi-
tion. "I know what has gone on this
weekend. And I find it disturblng, I
hope people are votlng for someone
and not agalast sameone,”

Because of “what's going on" and be-
cause clection of a mayor pro tem
should be “automatic,” Dolan cast her
vote for Marks.

The council did ot publicly discuss
the reported political bargaining that

had apparently taken place, particular-
ty tast weekend,

But while explalning her opposition
to Alkateeb's election as mayor, Dud-
tey referred to members' conduct lead-
Ing up to the councll’'s scheduled reorg-

New mayor looks to year

Continued trom Pago 1

to contlnue os mayor unti! after Mon-
day night's discussion of the city’s cre-
atlon of a Tax Increment Financlng
Authority (TIFA) district along the 12
Mile Road offlce corridor {from Just
east of Farmington Road to Haggerty)
to pay for major road and atorm drain.
age lmprovements.

Alkateeh's election as mayor was ex-
pected without debate or opposition be-
cause the position has been, almost
without fail, handed down to the mayor
Pro tem. The positions of mayor and
mayar pro tem are honorary, The may-
or leads council meetings and Is the
city's offlclal representative at govern-
ment and community funetlops,

In the past, councll has clected the
mayor and mayor pro tem after its
new members take office in January
foll. a N
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2 N election, But
passage In November of a charter
amendment calllng for newly clected
members to take office Immedlately

g the clectlon’s certif] al-

ills’ mayor pro tem

anlzatlon eleetions.

When asked about bls conduct, Alka-
teeb sald, “I did what I thought was In
the best Interest of councll. In my origi-
nal assessment, I thought the mayor
pro tem should have gone to Dudley.
But too many candidates in the election

(for mayor pro tem) made it Empossible
for her clection.”

IF COUNCIL Intended to follow the
rolatlon basis of electing a mayor and
mayor pro tem — members taking
turns In the positions — Marks was the

IN ASKING councll to work togeth.
cr, Alkatceb said, “We must be ready
to face many dlfficult issues and be
able to take on all the exclting chal-
lenges that lle ahead.”

As mayor, Alkateeb sald his Immedl-
ate goal [s to “usher a new cra of coop-
cratlon with the Farmington school
board and to sec that TIFA project in
the 12 Mlle corridor is well understood
and flrmly supporied by al] concerned.

“The Farmington school system s an
integral part of that special ingredlent
that makes Farmington Hills what it 1s,
and we must develop a spirit of oneness
for the good of the whole communlty,”

« Alkateeb said. .

Alkatech called on the city counci] to
work toward planning based on the
city's slx-year capital improvements
plan as well as the master storm draln-
age plan.

“We must explore and adopt a fl-
nancing plan that is adequate and fair
to all, resldents and business atlke,” Al
Kateed said about the slx-year im-
pr plan. “This kind of realls-

lows councll to before the
year's end. The charter amendment
ellminated jame-duck councll mem-
bers.

tic and sound planning wlll better en.
able us to malntaln and preserve our
character and viability.”"

PUBLIC HEARINGS should be
scheduled, followed by formal adoption
of the clty's master atorm drainege
plan. “Our flrst priority should be to
alleviate condltions of floodlng and In-
adequate surface dralnege, which so
widely affects our cltizens,” he said.

On the topic of roads, Alkatceb
called on the council to “work vigor-
ously” with county, state and federal
officlals to secure needed improve-
ments. The focus, he sald, should be
turned to the widenlng 1696 plus the
addtion of at lcast one Interchange
into Farmington Hills,

Other needed Improvements Include
widening and possible extenslon of
Northwestern Highway, as well as in-
stallatlon of turn lanes. Improvements
at the M-102/Grand River Intérsection
are also needed,Alkateeb zald,

In additlon to these major improve-
ments, the councl] must develop a ma-
Jor road improvement program, which
will, in a one or two-year construction
perlod, “help reduce congestlon and al-
levlate some of the serious problems
that not only inconvenience residents
but pose real safety problems as we
travel our streets,” Alkatech sald.

most lkely candidate, Alkateeb sald..

Unwritten erlteria in the rotation ba-
sis Include clecting councl]l members
who have not yet served in Lhe poaf-
tlons, those who are most qualified and
those with the longest service, Alka-
teeb said.

ahead

“With the approval and consent.of
the councl], the formulation of this pro-
gram should be complated during the
fiest quarter of 1986. Target arcas
should be major Intarsections and sev.
cral mile-long sections of our major
road where widening, paving or both
are required,” Alkatech zald, ‘

ANOTHER PRIORITY that the
councll should concern itself with In
1986 Is implementation of the E-9-1-1
emergency telephone system, Alkateeh
sald,

In contlnuing to improve the city's
flre and police departments, the coun-
cil should consider, durlng budget dis-
cussions, the need to sustain crime pre-
vention and law enforcement as well as
the need for new cquipment, he added,

Alkatech also apoke to the need for
support of the revived clvic beautifica-
tlon committce as well as public Input
to address the communlty's recreation

needs,

“Last but not least, we need to con-
tinue to work with our nelghboring
communitles on programs of mutual
interest and attempt to solldlfy cooper-
atfon to solve shared problems and con-
cerns,” Alkatecb sald,

SFA’s Evan Picone

STOREHOURS: Monday through

annel Sale!

Now 50% Off*.

* One of the best-selling collections by Evan Picori!

* The luxurious pure wool, blazer, dirnd|skirt, classic trousers,
Really a complete wardrobe starts right here.
* Traditional blazer, originally *157-5180, now 77,90-'89.90
* Dimdskirt, originally $78-88, now ¥38.90-*43.90'

* Classic trousers (Not shown), originally *62-*102, now *40.90-%50.90°

. * These, forsizes 4to 14: and petite sizes 2 to 12,
* InSportswear Collections and Petite Collections.
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Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coo&:ée, Troye Fairlane Town Center, Dearbomn

Saturday from 10to 9p.m. and Sunda)
and 11to 7 p.m. in Fairlane,

y from 10to 2p.m. in Troy L




