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ANTA CLAUS always aima to
please, but sometimes he really

outdocs himself. .
Most adults can remember

one spectal toy they unwrapped as a
kid on Christmas morning, & toy that
ended up being thelr favorlte of all.

0ld St. Nick has been known to mis-
calculate too, though. Some toys just
never do work out and might beiter
have been left in the Jolly old elf's Lag.

Shoppers at Livonia Mall, Westland
Center and Livonia‘s Wonderland Shop-
ping Center recently were asked to re-
call their favorite — and least favorite
— toys of Christmases past.

AMONG WOMEN shoppers, dalls
usually were the favorites.

“I'm 62 years eld, and I'd still love to
have a dol)," Shirley Singer of West-
land sald.

The doll fanclers, though, seemed to
be divided Into two camips: the baby-
doll factlon and the Barble-doli fans.
Nelther slde appeared ready to give
any quarter to the other.

Singer said she always has llked
cuddly, eule baby dolls. Her favorite
was her Dy-dee dol), one of the first
dolls that wet itself just like a real in
fant. The doll lasted long enough for
her to glve It to her son when he was a
toddler ~ and it stll wase't potty
tralned.

But Singer sald Barble dolls and Cab-
bage Patch doils have shoved aslde the
traditional baby dolls on the shelves of
tay stores. The Cabbage Patch Kids, in
particular, leave her cold.

“1 don't ke anything ugly, and
they’re ugly,"” she said.

Elaine Larkins of Dearborn Helghts
had a baby doll in its own webbed car-
rlage. The Depresslon-era doll was once
of the first ones to have a lifellke face,
arms and legs, she sald. The doll has
long sinee lost Its halr, but not ts lease
onadoll'slife.

“I still have it, but where It 1s, I don't
know," she sald. “It's probably up in
the attle.”

JANICE: MORROW of Livenla, now
an employee of Livonia Mall, wheeled
her Betsy Wetsy everywhere in iis pug-
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gy when she was a xld. Betsy's sur-
name spelled out her chlef attribute.

“Well, It wet, and that was fun to
change it," Marrow sajd. “I dldn't know
what It would be Jtke In real life.”

Sue Nelson of Westland sald baby
dolls were her favorlte too.

“I always had them. Now I've got my
own baby dol),” sald Nelson as she held
her 5-month-old daughter, Kristie.

Elaine Kamen of Livonla llked her
tall, life-sized doll with the long blond
halr, although she has “no idea what-
ever happened to that doll.”

Her daughier Lyndscy, 5, loves her
Cabbage Patch dolls Alberta Mellssa
and Spring Christine,

Kamen’s other daughter, Kristln, 13,
ts past the doll age, but she fondly re-
calls her Barble. She bad all the little
accessories that went with Barble — a
pool, kitchen, llttle horses — every-
thing, that is, but a Ken to keep Barble
company,

Unlike her mom, Kristln never did like
playing with baby dolls.

“They were a [fallure,” Elaine
Kamen sald. “Every year I'd buy her
one, some doll she could feed and
fhange the dlaper, and she dldn't like
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SUE TAYLOR of Novi took an ag-
gresslve dislike to one unfortunate
baby doll named Drowsy.

“I hated her,” Taylor sald. “I beat
her up. My grandma was upset that 1
dldn't like 16"

Where [s poor Drowsy now?
“Doll heaven, I guess,” Taylor said
with a laugh.

Elalne Greené of Grand Blanc, who
grew up In Redtord, llked her makeup
doll, a high-fashion doll that predated
Barble.

“I stlll have it,” she said. “It’s bigger
than a Barbie, and smaller than a Cab-
bage Patch.”

SANDY HANANIA of Livonla, a stu-
dent at Frost llked her Barbie doll, But
she never was keen on dolling herself
up with toy makeup kits.

“Makeup klts were the worst,” she
sald, “because they're’ messy and
gaudy.”

Barbara Kogut of Canton loved her
Pollyanna, a 24-inch doll modeled after
the character played by Hayley Mills in
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the Walt Disncy movle of the samc
name, Kogut sald she kept that doll un-
tll she got marricd.

She was much Jess enthuslastic about
the toy oven she got one Christmas,

“The food tasted llke clay. People
would say, ‘Oh, she's baking again.’ *

On the other hand, Kathy Nepf of
Farmington Hills really liked her toy
aven, 1n fact, she figures [t Insplred her
to love baking as a grownup.

“Oh, definltely,” she sald. “I make
bread, pies and cookies.”

FOR MEN shoppers, favorite toys
were usually vehicles of some sort —
ships, trains'and cars.

Sue Nelson's husband, Jlm, recalls
being thrilled by his plastic battleshlp,
Waltzing Matilda. The ship ran on bat-
teries and shot little cannonballs, but
the best thing about it was it was big.

Yet its slze also was its only draw-

back,
“It didn't go Into the bathtub,” he
sald

Nelson has less-than-fond memorles,
though, of an carly robot called Mr,
Machlne,

“I remember this walking robot and
it had all these gears, and you could
never take It apart. Once you took it
apart you could never get It back to-
gether.”

Retlree Earl Rundel of Detroit has
warm memorles of the Llone! clectrie
traln he got when he was 8 years old.
He recalled that the traln didn't do any-
thing special.

“It was just speclal to me. It was an
old-fashloned train. It's long gone, but I
had it a good many years."”

Qladonna College student Ward Su-
pernols also llked his Lionel traln,
which made noisc and smoke, Hls bud-
dy Milke Beck, a student at the Unlver-
ity of Michigan-Dearborn, enjoyed his
little Matchbox cars.

They both had trouble thinking of a
toy they dldn't like.

“I can't think of a worst toy because
the only thing that was bad was when
my mom bought clothes,” Beck safd.

JOSEPH KARUVICH of Inkster and
his wife, Gertrude, couldn’t b

“There'd always be something,
though,” Karuvich sald. “There'd
filled Polish' candics. And we'd get
stockings or a pair of gloves.”

Insicad of having toys glven to them,
the kids back then would make thelr
own, Karuvich said. A two-by-two
board, an orange crate and some old
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roller skates would make a scooter. Or
the kids would play “dock on the rock”
by stacking up a bunch of Pet Milk
cans and trylng to knock them over
with another can.

Elatne Larkins also was a Depres-
slon’baby and was never faded about
any of the toys ahe got.

MERINO WOOL SWEATERS

a favorite toy because they Just dida't
get toys on Christmas morning during
the Depression.

" Dolls of ol corts ara big fayorites of the Kemens of Livonla. Nom.

-Elaine (right) liked her tall doll with long blond halr, daughter
. Lyndsey {middle) loves her Cabbage Patch doils and daughter
. Kristin fondly recalls her Barbie. - .
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