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Hanta Claus hasn't been sliding down
our ¢himneys forever, And he hasn't a)-
ways been knawn as Santa Claus,

iHe started out as Salat Nicholas, a
thin, rather saintly old soul In flowing
Ralden bishop's robes with a pointed
hat. He rode a variety of animals or
Just walked carrying an evergreen
hranch, the symbol of cternal life, He
also give eut twigs from a sacred grove
fqr good luck,

Dutch immigrants in the 1600s
btdught the traditlon to Amerlea, and
St :Nicholas became Santa Claus on a
white horse bearing gifts for chilgren.

In the carly 1800s Christmas tradi-
tigns from ether countrics, tike Father
Christmas from England and Kris
Kringle from Germany, began to mix
with at of Jolly old Sinta Claus.
n - author Washlngton Irving
fiyst illustrated the merging (n 1809 in
\

he many

a serles of stories about a pipe-smoking
patron saint who rode a horse-drawn
wagon through the' sky and brought
presents to children.

In 1822, Dr. Clemenl Moore wrole a
little poem for his children about a jol-
Iy clf who now drave a sleigh with clght
tiny reindeer and America’s image of
Sanla was cstablished. Nonetheless
people still pictured him [n a variety of
ways. Sometimes he was tall and thin,
or he might come dressed in buckskins,

THE FAMOUS political cartoonist
Themas Nast locked in our final physl-
cal image of the patron saint of Christ-
mas with a series of pen and ink draw-
ings for Harper's weekly in the late
1800s. By this time, too, Americans
were cheerfully mispronouncing the
Duteh mispronunciation of “St. Nicho.
las” as “Santa Claus.”

faces of Santa

The Coca Cola Co. added the final
touch to our Image of Santa Claus, and
that was color. In a series of ads done
for the company In the early 1900s,
Santa got hls rosy checks and red sui
trimmed with white fur. That was also
the of the commer
of Christmas. People were already able
to purchase mass-produced Christmas
decoratlons and glfts, and Santa began
1o appear In ads scillng everything
from soap to clgarettes,

From his beginnings in church tore
and folk literature fo his profitable ca-
reer as salesman, the pervasive pres-
ence of Santa Claus brings the Christ-
mas spirit 16 many people throughout
the world.

Santa Claus in all his many forms
can be scen at Henry Ford Muscum
1his Holiday season through Jan. 5.
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! FARMINGTON HILLS SENIOR
ADULT CENTER wilt have the camer-
as ready to take *Discount Piclures” at
10 a.m. Friday in Mercy Center com-
plex, 11 Mile, cast of Middlcbelt,
through Gate 4, The pictures will be
transferred on to cards which allows
the bearer discounts on goods and ser-
vices through cooperating merchants
in Oakland County.

At 10:30 a.m. that day seniors are in-

vited to sit in on a beauty make-over.
The center will be closed Dec. 24, 25
and 31,

The seniors’ New Year's Eve Party
starts at 1 p.m. Friday, Dec. 27, Seniors
are invited to bring a treat to place on
the festive tahle and then dance to the
music of Farmington Hill's Senior
Adult Band. Admission is $1 at the
door.

4-H Cookbooks on sale

'
|
. “Savor It," the new Michigan 4-H
youkbook, is on sale, filted with recipes
rom Oakland County 4-H members
4nd leaders,

! “The cookbooks contain Tecipes In 14
categories, including holiday special-
ics, microwave recipes, appetizers,
tain and side dishes, snacks and
brunches,” sald Thomas Schnelder,
dyakland County 4-H youth agent. "It's
4 unique cookbook because it contains
geclpes from Michigan 4-H famllics
and also features spectal Information
4uch as low salt and low sugar recipes,
tecipes kids love to make and cat, and
a section on Michigan-grown fruits and
v:gclables."

Along with the Michigan 4-H recipes
e avorite reclpes from some rather
hot

famous people, including Ronald and
Nancy Reagan, James and Paula
Blanchard, and MSU President John
DiBiagglo and Carolyn DiBlagglo,

“It’s interesting to see the many di-
verse reclpes in the cookbook. At $6.50,
the books make excellent gifts,”
Schaelder safd,

The cookbooks alse contaln informa-
tlon about the history of 4-H, photos of
Michigan 4-H partlcipants in action,
and sections on quanlity cooking, nutrle
tion, and measurement and metric in-
formatlon.

Proceeds from the sale of the cook-
books will benefit Michigan 4-H youth
programs. To order, contact Qakland
County 4-H office at B56-0869,
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USE GLYCERIN- or vinegur inatead of

mxing pluster of puris. This

prevents raphl drylng. Need room around
the house? Soll o few items in the Observer

Cinazified Ad sectlon of your

lometown newspaper.

95¢~§27.50
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Gift Boxed for the Holidays

149 Pierce « just 8. of Maple
Birmingham « 647-4140

Your best friend
is choking,
amnd

allyou can hear
Is your own
hoart
pounding.

Exeny secund counts
Woukd yuns knera

teach you what you
koo
aboutlfe-saning.
Callus.

We'll help,
Will you?

" Delivious Egprerionce

The calendar of evenls for January
is printed in The Senior Messenger
which can be picked up in the center
for the asking.

TOASTMASTERS, Wind BDegger
Chapter, meets at 545 p.m. every
Thursday In Syeden House, 31530
Grand Rlver. Guests are welcome to
make rescrvatlons with Phyills Sulli-
van, 455-1635,

BIRMINGHAM-BLOOMFIELD-
TROY SINGLES host a Chrlstmas
Danee Party Friday from 7:30 p.m. to
1:30 a.m. in Glen Oaks Country Club, 13
Mile Road west of Middlebelt. Music
for dancing is furnished by Eddie Rog-
crsof WDTX Radio.

Guests are welcomed. Admission Is
$5 at the door which Includes hors
d’ocuvres and a chance for door prizes.

OAKLAND COUNTY YOUNG RE-
PUBLICANS host a Christmas Dance
Party which begins at 9 p.m. in Procks,
1018 W. Maple, between Coolldge and
Crooks Road. Admission Is $3 at the
door,

The group's hotline aumber Is 543-
§757.

All elub news and announcements
Jor this column are to be addressed
to: Club Circuit, Farmington Ob-
server, 33203 Grand River, Farm-
ington 48024, The information must
arrive before noon on Monday be-
Sore Thursday publication.

“Christmas Pasi

s the theme for Greenflold Vil-

Iage this month with laviah decorations, Christ.
mas ornamonts blown from glass or made from
walnut shells, cookies made on woodburning
stoves, candies and desseris made from mid-
18th century recipes. Children are Invited to play

© News that's closer o home & News that's

slore whilo music comes from antique muslc
boxos and famifics can have thelr pictures takan
in the Tintype Studio. And of courso the horse-
drawn eloigh is waliing for vialtors to jump on
outside of Town Hall,

QUALITY REDUCED-FEE
DENTURES
Profesional Denture Referal Program
By Liconsod Mihigan Dentits
call toll-free 1-800-202-4708

a service of the
Michigan Denla) Association
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HOLIDAY SWEATERS
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December 21st
12'noon-5 p.m.
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+ 15% OFF MUSICAL
SWEATSHIRTS & T-SHIRTS

* FULL STOCK OF MUSICAL
CHRISTMAS CARDS & Gl

of Sheet Music & Books.
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Meet SantaaoMrs. Claus

S IFTS
* UNIQUE NEW CHRISTMAS IDEAS
One of the Natlon's Largest Selections

3715 N, Woodward Ave.
Royal Oak, Michigan 48072
(313) 549
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TBEST PRICES gm'gmm
Custom Spreads
Custom Slipcovers
{Labor Spedial)
CHAIR - $60.90
SOFA -~$87.90

A tlantic Draery Shospe
DRAPERY SALE
Labor $8 Per Panel

Special Prices Available on Drapery,
lstery Fabrics
& HORIZONYAL BLINDS

360 €. MAPLE « BRMINGHAM « 647-2020/647-072 1 “
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+ Basie Reading and Programs
* Never more than 3 students per
Instructor e R

Getting
settled
made
simple.

COME WAGON call.

New-town dilemmas fade after 8 WEL-

make the most of your new
Our shopplng arees, Communlty opportu~
nitles, Special attractions. Losts of facts to
8avo you time and money. Plus a basket of
glfta for your famlly. 'l be listening for your
call, ‘

As your hostess, It's my job to help you

That's sight!! These famous maker sweater “1°'s featuring cap-sieeves
are perfect for gitt-giving or buying for yourself. Choose from cables,
novelly stitches, polntelles. and tweeds, Avallable in assorted pastels
and brights in sizes S-M-L. Priced from $22 1o $24,
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CALL’

356-7720




