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jSparfows: 2
look alike but
are different

By Timothy Nowlcki

FRIENDS and neighbors who see an unfamil-
lar bird in thelr yard often ask me If I can Iden-
tify the species they saw,

Though I try to visualize what they are de-
seribing and compare It with blrds seen in our
area, I'm afraid my success rate for identlfica-
tion is very low.

In ordir to identify a bird from a verbal de-
scription, it s important to know approximate-
1y how large the bird is by comparing it to com-
mon, well-known specics.

Any Informatlon on haditat or habits can be
helpful also. Most jmportantly though, what
unique color patterns or field marks did the
bird possess,

LAST AUTUMN, a few people described sce-
Ing a sparrow-like bird on the ground in thelr
bushes. With a white stripe down the center of
Its head.

Even with a brlef descrlptlon such as this [
{felt very confident that my iriends were scelng
elther white-throated sparrows or white-
crowned Sparrows.

The specles are closely related. Both have a
prominent white stripe down the top of thelr
head and one across the side of their face above
the eye.

These couslns of the bird world appear alike
at first, but after closer examination their dif-
ferences become apparent,

WHITE-CROWNED sparrows, as their name
implles, bave both the head stripe and face
stripe, with a soft gray color to the breast.

White-throated sparrows, as thelr name im.
plles, have a white pateh below their blll In the
throat area. In addliton, there s o yellow patch
of feathers between the blll and the eye. White.
throats have a dark blll, as opposed to a plnk
color In white-crawns, but the remalnder of
their plumage is remarkably similar,

These two birds are relatively common in
the fall as they search for food ameong your
backyard bushes, Then agaln [n the spring they
wlll return north from thelr southern U.S.
wintering grounds and allow you a second
chance for viewing.

But as you can see, you will have to look
closely in order to determine which one of
these "kisalng” cousins is passng through,

23 classes at UM-D

! The University of Michigan will oifer 23 off<am-
:pus credit courses In Dearborn this winter. Most
<classes wlll begln the week of Jan. 13.

A complete class lsting and reglstration forms
-are from the U-M Service, 200
;HIN, Ann Arbor, 48109-3207.

: The Dearborn courses include offerings from the
1School of Soclal Work. Others: anthropology, com-

P ant sclences,
ieducation, feature writing, microcomputets, mathe-
matles, soclology and public £
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