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Gaining the
Kalamazoo
perspective

The state of O&E girls hoops address,

OTHING LIKE a weekend In Kalamazoo
to put things into perspective.
1f you just see glrls basketball played
withln the Observer & Eccentric
coverage area — if you only see the Mereys,
Plymouth Salems, Ladywoods, Marlans and
Rochesters of the world — your perception of
things becomes somewhat narrow,

You know Salem, Ladywood and Mercy are
good basketbal) teams, you know that the players
on your All-Arca teams are good, but if that'’s all
you sce you can't honestly judge how good,

tate weekend In K:
clears up any and all doubts,

For example: Teams llke Mercy and Salem
{throw In any number of other arca teama like
West Bloom{leld, Southfleld, Plymouth Canton)
were sirong teams in our area this season, but
they were a cut below the level of Detrolt Martin
Luther King, Flint Northwestern and Grand
Raplds Ottawa Hil!s,

ROCHESTER, WHEN gl components were
functioning, was a solid team within the
Eccentrle area, On good nights it could muscle up
and knock of{ a team llke Trenton (who desplte its
22-2 record was a cut below Salem and Mercy).

But Rochester, a team that was among the
state’s final four In Class A, was in over lts head
in Kalamazoo. I don’t think Rochester could have
won the state champlonship In any of the four
classes.

Iknow the Falcons couldn't overtake the two
finalists from Class A (King and Northwestern},
or Class B {Ladywood and Divine Child), or Class
C{St. Martin DePorres and Newaygo),

An argument could be made for Rochester
winning In Class D, but I was Impressed with
overall tcam strengths of both Potterville and
Ewen Trout Creck.

Galning total perapective can be palnful.

LADYWOOD, THE No. 1-ranked team In
Observerland and easlly the best team in the
enilre O&E coverage area, proved It belonged
among the state’s elite -~ an accomplishment
thought impossible after graduating two all-
staters a year ago.

Ed Kavanaugh's Ladywood team has become a
standard of excellence within our area — you can
galn a measure of perspectlve without the trip to
Kalamazoo by seeing the Blazers play.

But the Blazers didn't handle their victory well
Saturday night. Instead of accepting thelr state
title graclously and with class, some team
members took the opportunity to jeer members of
the media — namely, Mick McCabe of the Detrolt
Free Press, whom the Blazers obviously felt
dldn’t give their team enough credit during the
season,

While McCabe was writing hls story in the open
press box at Western Michigan's Read
Ficldhouse, members of the Ladywood team
shouted up at him, “Mickey, look who won" and
other simifar taunts. It was childish behavior
unbefltting of o champlon,

But that's a digresslon. Let’s get back to
perspectlve.

THE KALAMAZO0O weekend opencd my eyes
not only to the level of our area teams, but to the
Jevel of our individual players as well,

We have some legltimate all-state, blue-chip
tevel players In our coverage arca: Dena Head
(Salem), Sue Laliberte and Jenny Nadeau
(Ladywood) and Mlssy Duczynski (Mercy).

But, in all henesty, the bottom four or flve
players on our {lrst-tcam All-Arca teams would
have great dlfflculty cracklng the starting lUinevp
for King, Northwestern or Ottawa Hills, There'a
not one player on the flrst team All-Eccentric
basketball team who could start for King. That's
not a knock on any of the players, it's just
testimony to the skill level of King's players,

LaTenya Thomas (ber of the Vinnle Johnson-
ke moves inside) is the most visible member of
the King team, but there are a palr of sophomores
on the team (Denlsc Kirby and Marline Ferguson)

who would be unanimeous All-Area, alt-suburban
cholces — and they are consldered role players
for King,

These teams (King, Northwestern and Ottawa
Hills, even Class € DePorres) are five and six
players deep with All-Area-level talent.

THERE IS one phase of the game where the
O&E aren Is superior — coaching. The level of
coxching in our arca is superb and not enough
people recognize it. Fred Thomann (Salem),

+ Kavanaugh, Mike Greene (West Blooml(leld),
Larry Baker (Mercy), Joe Clinton (Athens), Bob
Dlohm and Rob Nen (Canton), Greg Grodzickl
(North Farmington) — these are first-rate
teachers of the gam~. It would be [rightening to
Imagino what any of those coaches might
accomplish with a team lke King.

‘Those that view this column as an essay in
ch;lElsm on OXE girls hoops are misaing tho .

pal
-* 12 not that girls basketball In this area Is
horrible — In somo cases it's very good. But when
you s0¢ the absolute olite, you reallzo how much
Improvement is stifl needed.

; And recognlzing room for improvement is
pasitive in ita ewn right. .

Kylo Mutz and thoe rest of the

ton boys baekotball teom are off to one
of the beat starta in the team’s history.

Soaring Falcons

Farming-
Page 6C,
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The Falcons topped Frankiin Tuesday. '
‘That and all the area hoop action is on

By Chris McCoaky
staff welter

The Farmingten Harrison volleyball
icam avolded the worst possible
scenarlo and near)y pulled off the best
possible at the first Harrison Invita-
tlona) Volleyball Tournament Satur-
day.

“The biggest thing we had hoped to
do was make it to the finals,” Harrison
coach Ron Shortt satd. “You just dread
the ldea of hosting a tournament and
not at least makling Lt out of pool play.”

The Hawks did far better than ad-
vancing out of Its pool. They made it to
the finals of the 10-tcam draw,

Dearborn stopped the Hawks' with a
15-6, 15-2 vlctory In the final match.

“The kids are real happy with the
way they performed,” Shortt satd, “I'm
not

tourney titl

volleyball

The Hawks 4-I start on the acason Is
thelr best ever.

GARDEN CITY captured its own
{lve-team tournament with a 15-8, 10-
15, 15-3 win against Walled Loke West-
ern on Saturday,

Both teams earned 3-1 records on the
day in the two-out-of-threo round robln
format.

“The first game of the day we lost 0-
15 to Livonla Churchill,* Garden Clty
coach Tom Tecters sald. “We kept our
e-and pulled together. I'm

at alk. we
played exceptlonally well, but Dear-
born was more powerful,”

AFTER BEING druhbed in the first
game, the Hawks gave Dearborn a ser-
rlous battte In the second. Alter falling
behind, the Hawks scratehed back to a
12-12 tie before bowlng out.

The Hawks had advanced out of pool
play with a 7-1 record in games played
— that carned them a No. 1 sced. They
outpointed Warren Cousino {also 7-1).
Dearborn {6-2) and Waterford Ketter-
Ing {5-3) also advanced out of pool play,

In the semlfinals, Harrlson survived
a stlff test irom Ketterlng, 15-13, 15-13.
In the second game, the Hawks fought
back from a 12-4 deficlt to win. .

Dearborn edged Couslno In Its sem-
final match 15-183, 8-15, 15-12.

Harrison was led all day by the al-
around skills of Jeanine Whittemero
and Jennlfer Hughes. Dians Raddatx
was a conslstant and powerful player
at the net and Heldi Reyst did a eredl-
ble job setting the Hawk attack.

Shortt also got solld play from The-
Tesa Spisz, sophomore Katle Doll and
Jalme Reed.

Other arca teams Invalved In the
tournament were Redford Union (4-4 in
pool play) and Farmington (0-8).

North makes impact
on WLAA Relays

By Chrls McCosky
slalf wrltor

1t didn’t take long for the new teams
to make their mark In the Western
Lakes boys swim league.

In the first event of the Western
Lakes Activitles Association Relays
Saturday at Plymouth Salem, Westland
John Glenn set a meet vecord In the
400-yard medley relay.

In the second event, North Farming-
ton set 2 meet record In the 400 free-
style relay.

But some things do remaln the same.
Livonta Stevenson, for the second con-
secutlve scason, won the meet, out-
polnting  Plymouth Salem 256-237.
North Farmington - which along with
Glenn and Livonia Franklin jolned the
league from the Northweat Suburban
Lcogue — placed third (178). See statis-
tleal summary for complete results.

“1 didn’t know anything about those
two tcams* Livonla Stevesson head
coach Doug Buckler sald of Glean and
North, *I figured it would be us and Sa.
lem all the way, Then Glenn loaded up
that first relay 1 sald ‘Holy smokes,
bere we go.™

JOHN GLENN'S medley relay team
af Allen White, John Jensen, Dan Kozar
and Seott Wiltshire bested Stevenson's
1083 meet record of $:59.91 with a
3:57.44. ..

North Farmington's 400 free team of
Dan Mannisto, Cralg Burland, Mike Bu-
attl and Mike Tumey cclipsed Salem’s
1983 mark of 3:24.37 with a $:28.42,

The same foursome — cach one an
All-Arca swimmer last scason — seta
meet record in the crescendo relay,
swimming a 4:24.08 and shaltering Ste-
venson's 4:33,72 set last year.

A fo meet record was set in the
200 freestyle relay. Northville's Dartas
Mikalonis, David Wayne, Jeff Bain.’
bridge and- Doug Bucll went 1:33.07,
topping Churchlll's 1984 mark of
1:34.41,

“I have to be honest,” Buckler safd.
*I did not expect the meet to bo that
fast this carly In the season.”

" THE MEET, as has been the case In
cach of ita four ycars, bolled down to a

more pleased with the fact that we
didn't lose our cool despite the bad
game than anythlng else that hap-
pened.”

Missy Ward, Denise Kokowlez, Mar-
la Evans, Nikki Stubbs and Mary He-
bert played well at the net for the
Cougara, Miki Gorak set well and soph-
omore Amy Thompson was strong on
defense and in the service corner,

Walled Lake Central was 2-2 In the
tounrney, Churchill 2-2 and Livonta La-
dywood 0-4.

NORTH FARMINGTON bolted out
of pool play with a 7-3 record and seed-
ed No. 1 going Into the seml{inals of the
six-team Mount Clemens Invitational
Volleyball Tournnment Saturday — but
lost a tough two-setter to peremnial
Class B power Richmond, 17-19, 11-15.

“We bad a couple of mental break-
downs and we let that match slip.
away,” said North coach - "
lecki, whose team lod ‘13:8 in the first -
game. “But, we didn't fall apart. From
2 am. to 7:30 pm. I saw the parts of
the team come together and improve
and that's what you hope for.”

L'Anse Creuse North, 8 team North
split with In pool play, beat Richmond

Ploaso tueri to Pago 3

battie between Stevenson and Salem.
The Rocks trajted the Spartans by as
few as three points throvgh nine
evenls.

“I haven't had a good appertunity to
really examine the sheets, but I'm sure
Doug could have done better,” said Sa-
lem coach Chuck Olson. *But, It was a
nice meet for us. I was pleascd.”

three first-pl
finishes, four seconds and placed withla
the top three In every event.

The Spartans’ Brlan Cantonl, Steve
Taormina, Tony Albert and Jef{ Albert
fﬂpluml the 200 butterfly relay In

43,16,

Mike Verport and Chuck Morning-
star took diving honors for Stevenson
with 372.15 polnts, nipping Plymouth
Canton (357.55).

Tho Spartans clinched the meet with
a {irst In the 200 medley relay — Tony
Albert, David Adzema, Joc Sanders and
Chris Morasky golng 1:48.10.

SALEM TOOK a palr of firsts, Brian
Barbee, Mark Dunn, Scott Fitzgerald
and David Miller won the 200 back-
stroke in 1:54.04, while Tony Atwell,
Don Harwood, Rick Cummings and
Phil Bockett] took the 400 Individual
medley — Each time the Rocks nipped
Stevenson for the win.

Livonia Churchill's Jeremy Findley, |
Mike Sharrar, Mark Paplerski and

Frank Plro won the 200 breaststroke In
2:03.52. . I

The close race gave Buckler quitc a I
Joit, but not nearly as big a-folt as he !
received Monday. The succesaful Ste-
venson coach was Inadvertently
pumped -with 480 volts of clectricity
while at work Monday. .

Buckler, after a brief stay at the hos- -
-pltal, waa back at poolside for Steven-
son's meet Tucsday, . -
“1 still don't fecl real good,” be sald.
“They lit me up good.”
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