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Desplte opposition from one mem-
ber, Farmington Hills City Council took
the first step this weck to estabilsh a
financing mechanism — a Tax Incre-
ment Financing Authority (TIFA) — to
pay for road Improvements along the
12 Mile corridar and I-696.

Jn a 6-1 vote Monday, council creat
ed a tax increment authority by ap-
pointing the nine-member Farmington
Hilis Economic Development Corpora-
tion (EDC) Board of Directors as the
TIFA governing board. Council also
designated the boundaries of a TIFA
districl in which the financing mecha-
nism would be used.

Councilman Terry Sever opposed
council's actlon. Although he malin-
tained he supports proposed 12 Mile
and I-696 improvements, Sever sald he
apposes TIFA as a means of financing
propased projects because of its affect
on the Farmington Public Schools.
Money needed te finance projects could
be generated from updating assess-
ments on commercial and industria)
propertics in the city, Sever added.

The TIFA district boundaries Include
the 12 Mile office corridor — bounded
on the north by-12 Mile, on the south by
1.696, on the west by Haggerty and on
the cast by property owned by the U.S,
Postal Service, approximately one-
quarter mile cast of Farmington.

THE CITY'S 12 Mile Road master
traffic plan — adopted unanimously by
council Monday — documents the need
for major traffic Improvements along
the thoroughfare and 1-696 and serves
as a foundation for the city's creatlon
of a TIFA along the commerctal corrl-
dar.

Although all cosls are still estimates,
the city would be faced with an approx-
imately $9.6 million bili for construc-
tion of a four-lanc boulevard along 12
Mile, from Farminglon to Haggerty
roxd, as well as 1-696 Improvements,
including widening and construction of
additional interchanges. To help pay
estimated total costs, clty officials plan
to use approximately $49,500 in the
city's share of the state’s gas and
weight taxes, The remaintng $9.5 mil-
lion would, if all goes according to
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plan, be pald for with the help of TIFA
revenues. .
The 12 Mile plan also calls for the

ing 47.8 percenl of the revenue based
on Increased valuations.
The taxing jurisdictions —~ city of

widening of the ¢ from Ink-

ster to Orchard Lake. But the more
than $500,000 price tag would not be
Included under the TIFA plan.

In order for council to {ully imple-
ment a TIFA plan, a {ax Increment (1.
nancing plan — detaillng how the proj-
ects will be funded — and a develop-
ment plan — a district,

Hilis, Farmington Public
Schools, Oakland Community College,
Oakland Intermediate Schools and
Oakland County — would continue to
recelve full revenue based on taxes lov.
led against the initial assessed value.

AS THE development district’s value
i during the TIFA plan’s 12.

type and cost of improvements — Is re-
quired, Sometime In January or Febru-
ary, final recommended development
and tax increment plans are expected
to be presented at a public hearlng. At
that time, city officials expect to have
more accurate cost projectlons.

DESPITE COUNCIL efforts to
change Sever's opinlon, he held true to
his opposition to TIFA, “1 oppose the
creation of this in principle. I don't sec
any reascning behind shifting this bur-
den to the (Farmington) sghool board."”

If the city captures revenue that
would otherwise go to the sghools, dis-
trict officials could raise taxes — an
actlon Sever wants to be assured will
not happen,

“You may ultimately be shifting
more burden on homeowners than Is
falr,” Sever sald, Governed by Public
Act 450, tax increment finanelng al-
laws the city to make public Improve-
ments and to repay the costs through
future property taxes captured from
current private development.

Under TIFA, property values (n the
designated district along 12 Mile would
be frozen, Tax Increment revenue is de-
rived from the increase in
valuations in the district over the inl-
tial value at the time the TIFA plan ls
implemented. Farmington Hills pro-
poses capturing such revenue for up to
12 years,

It is the revenue derived from the In-
crease in assessed valuation that the
city would use to pay for the lmprave-
ments. A clty has the option of taking
all er part of any property tax revenuc
based on the assessment increase, The
Farmington Hills plan calls for captur-

year period, the taxing jurisdictlons
would annually receive only 52 percent
of that Increase. That split-is not $0/50
because the city does not want to Infr-
inge on cach jurisdiction’s debt retire-
ment levies

Tax Increment revenues that would
be turned over to the authority are
delermined by multiplying the total tax
millage f the taxing units — 51.8 mills
based on the 1985 ratc — by the
amount of vaptured assessed value.
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SWEATER HOSPITAL

But Sever conlends that the city
could gencrate approximately $2 mil-
lion annually by simply updating as-
sessments on commercial and industrl-
al properties. “I really feel very
strongly thut we are not in a position to
go wilh this program,” Sever sald. “It
appears assessments on office bulld-
ings are lower than they were given in
EDC financing.”

Outgolng Mayor Jan Dolan assured
Sever, however, that the clty has con-
tracted with Oakland County asscssors
1o reappraise commerctal and industri-
al properties. “They are going as fast
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“with everything”
10 toppings for only

Toppings include pepperonl, ham,
bacon, ground becl, ltalian sausage,
MUush7ooms, green peppers, onions.
Hot peppers and anchovies upon
request. (NO SUBSTITUTIONS OR
DELETIONS) vand with coupon at
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DELEYIONS) Valid with coupon at
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le Road funding plan a step cl

as they can,” Dolan sald. "I do think
this is the time to move ahead on
TIFA"

WITHOUT TIFA, Dolan said, she
will push te stop all future develop-
ment along 12 Mile. “You wlll sec a
screeching hall to development along
1he corridor™ — meanlng both the city
and school district will not reap addi-
tlonal tax dollars. I don't think it’s tair
to the residents, the people who must
travel 12 Mtle, wilhout a viable alter-
native."

Out of every dollar received In taxes,
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the city gets enly 16 cents, Dolan sald.
With 16 cents out of every dollar, the
city provides services to resldents. But
with that amount, It's Impossible o
finance mafor road projects. .

“It (TIFA} is not a selfish attitude on
the part of the city. It (12 Mile/I-6op
project) can’t be done with 16 cents ot
of every dollar,” she said. .

Disputing Sever’s clalm that the city
would be shifting the firanclal burden
to the schoo) disirict, incaming Mayor
Joe Alkateeb called the TIFA plan an
investment plan. N
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ASELINE DISCOUNT PRUGS, INC.

33479 B Milo Ro. = Livonia 474-2700

* Package Liquor ...

GODMAR REXALL PHARMACY
20366 Fuminglon RY.+ Farmington 474_3123

* Package Liquor o
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All Kinds of Sweaters,
Reknitting, Fix and Repairs

GRAND TAILOR SHOPPE
PHONE 477-5844
31626 Grand River
Farmington, Ml 48024

(Open Mon.-Sat. 9:30-6:30)
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Because y

In a time of crisis,

H the family instinctively turns

tv the chiech and ta friends, .
and to those institutions that most nearly refloct

their own feelings. o )

The family that pauses

to mark the passing of one of their own
is demonstrating B

onte of our culture’s noblest traditions. *

It is called "Caring” — *
the rcflection of a sincere desire
to honor the mentory of a loved one.
and to offer help to those who live on,
In this manner family and friends -
show that they care for one another.

BEAUT!FUE POINSETTIAS
from $4.95 10 $50.00

FTD CANDLE GLOW BOUQUET

And, in like manner, we recognize

trom $25.00

FTD HOLIDAY CHEER BOUQUET

trom $17.50

Teleflora CRYSTAL

CENTERPIECE BOUQUET

from $25.00

BRASS PITCHER BOUQUET

from $30.00

CANDLE LAMP CENTERPIECE
trom $25.00

becase
wehave been i

‘that losing a loved one
‘ can suddenly compel you .
to handie many unfamiliar details .
under constderable stress, B
" So, wherever possible, we suggest
- that you consult with us in advance of need.
~ L We ﬁl make the way easicr
Jot nearly 100 years:

LOVE A DUCK AND MAKE A FASHION SPLASH "
Florence Eiseman puts ducks on parade in a sea of
Copenhagen blue for infants and toddlers. Blue and white
poly ton poplin crut: ) tiqued in yollow.
From our Children's International shop in Grosse Pointe,
8irmingham, Dearborn, East Grand Rapids and Ann Arbor.
Available in toddler sizes 2-3-4 and Infant.sizes MLXL, .
Gir’s dress with pufied sleeves and .scalloped double . 0
hem: toddler's, $54; infant’s, $48, Boy's button-shoulder
shortalls: toddler's, $50; infant's, $46, o N

. W

Jacobsons -

Children’s Store, Birmingham

- CONVENIENT HOLIDAY HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY UNTIL 8.

,-Shop Saturday untll 6.
' :




