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< A jolnt House-Senate leglslative
package addresses “onc of Michigan's
worst  problems” by reduclng the
amount of time a ¢hild would spend In
foster care before clther returning
home or being adopted, state officlals

say.
Some 25 percent of the 11,400 chil-
dren now in the foster care system
have been in for more than two years,
according to former Supreme Court
Chlef Justice Mary Coleman, Sen. Con.
ole Binsficld, R-Maple City, and Rep.
Debble Stabenow, D-Lansing,  *
+ A package of lu;o bllls, based on the
a

T or ap-
pointed by Coleman shortly before she
lelt the Supreme Court in 1982, will at.
tempt to end that kind of delay.

They would ereate a leglslative over-

: “sight committee to monitor the status

of chlldren in foster carc, prohiblt plac-
- Ing children in unlicensed foster homes

. i7and require more frequent foster care

Oakland County offlcials are pleased (hat so far
27 local units of government have signed up for
even though thelr goal

fneineration of solld waste,
was to sign up 46 by Dec. 13,

“Our minimum goal was 1o slgn up communltles
generate 600 tons of solld waste per
day,” said George Schutte, supervisor of the execu-

which, in total,

tive's solid waste division,

Bills would cut time kids

spend

The committee would monitor the children in 4
foster care, prohibit placing children in
unlicensed foster homes and requlire more
frequent reviews by the probate court.

8! lttee to review the sta-
tus of children in foster care homes.

@ Require more frequent foster
care reviewa by the probate court, In.
cluding an annual hearing on the per-
manent status of a child, . -

® Permlt probate court Judges to

reviews by the probate court.

THE PACKAGE would attempt to
assure that children are “at home as
much as possibte, They should only be
remoaved for safety reasons,” said Sta-
benow, sponsor of HB 5171 which
would enact much of the package.

Once 2 chlid is removed, however,
+We should move as quickly as possible
to get them to a permanent sltuation,
either to go home or to another home,”
she sald.

Foster care [s supposed to be a tem-
porary form of care, Binsfeld sald, but
it Is becomlng more permanent for
some children. She will Introduce the
Senate portlon of the package.

Ty

Coleman also sald keeplng a child In
foster care for two years or more Is
“cruel, Chlldren have to put down
roots, they have to depend on some-
one."

The three sald the state currently
spends some $75 million on foster cure
chlldren. Approximately 11,400 chil-
dren ave In the system, 9,800 through
the Department of Soctal Services and
1,800 through the probate courts.

INGHAM COUNTY Probate Court
Judge Donald Owen sald the full mag-
nltude of the problem is not knawn pub-
lcly largely because foster care pro-
cecdings are closed to the publie,

The package would:

® Create a six-member leglalative
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“However, the 27 communitics which have
signed have brought us over our minlmum goal.
Presently, those communltics generate 1,000 tons
of solid waste per day.”

parental rights in desertion,
abuse, violation of court orders, mental
deflciency, felony convictions or chron-
{e abuse of other family members,
® Increase a child’s age or Jurisdie-
tion for abuse and neglect ‘matters
from 17 to 18, '
@ Prohibit housing a child {n unlf-
censed facllitles or In homes where the
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in foster care

license is suspended or under review.

Encourage visitation by the natural
parents unless [t is shown to be clearly
harmful.

.
A 500-BED expamalon of the
Muskegon prison facility la under con.

stderation, Corrections Director Robert

Brown reported. .

The state Ls Jocking at building a pew
reglonal prison direetly adjacent of the
curvent 845-bed medium security unlt
because the area can support a second
prison and becatse the publlc response
to the current facility has been excel.
tent, Brown sald,

The department i3 looking at a 120
acre site southeast of the current pris-
on for purchase.

If the legialature approves of a new
facllity I that location, & temporary
$80-bed prison will be built immediate-
iy for $1 million, Brown sald, that
cotld be open by mid-1988, -

‘The state Is currently 1,400 prisoners
over Iis rated capacity. The depart.
ment Is currently bullding or planning
facititles Lo Detroit and Macorb, Oak-
land, ‘Lapeer, Jackson, Jonla and
Wayne counties. . '

Hoyt {s executive director of the
Michigan Press Association,
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"W To all of you fromall of us...
‘ most sincere wish for your
" “health, happiness and good
fortune throughout the new year.

Ehamh&'?l?

WE CAN MAKE
HOLIDAY DREAWS COME TRUE!

Dreams are our specialty.

Imagine your dream bedroom. Luxﬁrious
linens, plush pillows. Perhaps a wool
sleeper pad for warmth. Or a featherbed
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TOGETHER, the 46 communitles generate 2,250
tons per day,

Observer & Eccentric ares communlties that
joined the pact [nclude: the citles of Rachester, Ro-
chester Hills and Orchard Lake and the townshipa
of Bloomlicld, Oakland, Southfleld and West
Bloomficld. (Southticld Townshlp lncludes the vil-
lages of Franklin, Blngham Farms and Beverly
Hills.) '

“Now we can proceed ahead and start to detail
{inance plan with these community representatives
to begln providing incincratlon” facilltles,” said
County Exccutive Daniel T. Murphy,

For yourself
or for a loved one:
a fur from...

EACIT COMMUNITY that approves the pact Is to
-Send a representative to 4 Munlelpal Solid Waste
4 .

rd. r Christ Warm & wonderful.
The board wil) approve contracts, {lllnnncti"lnng feeling of Chris mas 5 year warranty. o . ) ) |
operating plans and present them to the Oaklan Coia A
C’;unly Bdgl'd of Commissianers for final ratifica- Ur:?g’l‘}:f’i’:}i ESI*?'IYEI"“E??idS oemo: "m’&g’s‘m‘m BUNK Hﬁlﬁ‘.:Rl_cE“ﬂ_ !
N 1515 N. Woodward Ave. N 186.00
“This Is the first major step toward implementa. 2 25% Down and you don't OPEN Mon. . Sut. un-sp-.m P ..
tion of the Solld Waste Disposal plan,” Murphy sald. ?,p recelve a bill ‘0! February e G ot —— &s‘ . TW.1N> _:240.00 ) .
Vtgq Fut producs lbaied 4 1haw ¢OUNDY Of VM emarenemrs. $103 . zlleELEN . gg:’gg . "‘ 1.00
KING %400.00 *300.00
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It All E&?egan |
With a Gitt...

..and the world has never been the same since. True, then as
, now, many did not recognize the gift, and others failed to see
o, the importance of it, and some even responded with con-
Jtempt.

*- But to multitudes that one gift has been life's focal point. It
has to us. The gift? Jesus Christ. The giver? Almighty God.
The event? Today we call it Christmas. And it all happened
in Bethlehem in Judea almost 2000 years ago.
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SINCE 1893_
symbolizes the wonderful

s Today He remains the world's greatest gift. We extend to . -
,, All the best wishes of this season that means so much to us. p

Natural Norwegian
BLUE FOX JACKETS

Starting at $37;

Thru Dec. 24
at Noon

3

for fluff.
comforter.

RIGHT NOW AT SCANDIA DOWN YOU
CAN SAVE WHILE MAKING DREAMS
COME TRUE! .

* Incredibly Soft and Warm, Hi
Sleeper Pads. 5 year warranty,

And a deliciously -

"The following items afe all

= Our White Goose Down Etherla Comforter.

REG. PﬁlCE

! SALE PRICE
CRIB 76.00 *88.00
TWIN +136.00 *101.00
FULL *185.00 *123.00
QUEEN 210,00 *187.00
KING 250,00 *187.00

« Soft, Comfy, Warm and Flufty Featherbeds .-
SALE PRICED Twin - *82; Full - %108
: ¢ Down Fliled Robes ’
Reg. Price *160
SALK PRICH - *120
'« Lap Robe/Baby Proof,
' White Goose Down FIll
' Reg. Price *80
s SALE PRICE -*87

!
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Mon.-Fri, 10-9
Sat, 10-8

¢« HUNTERS S8QUARE MALL'
- Orchard Lk, Rd. at 14 Mile, Farmington Hills.
855-5720 €

Sun. 12.5

T

gh Quallty 100% Merino Wool

:Queep-‘ié

soft down
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25%

i King - 4180
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Apartrients, Offioss & Fine Shops




