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By C.J. Rlask
stalt writer

Tom Negoshian had the book on
Westland  John Glean's  basketball
team, He figured he knew what to ex-

pect.

“Everybedy told me they can’t shoot
and arem't very qulck,” the North
Farmington coach said after Friday's
game with the Rockets. Then he
strugged. “What do you think?*

Seems a coach can't belleve every-
body he hears, partlicularly when It
comes to Rocket basketball. Friday
night in Glenn's gym, the home team
had the speed of Rockets and the uner-
ring accuracy of ICBM misslles In a 63-
54 win over the Ralders.

“We're a young team," sald Glenn
coach Gordy Davls. “The confldence
hasn‘d been there, We shoot in spuris;
wo're hot one quarter and cold the
next.

“It's expericnce, If you miss a couple
shots, you can't quit shoating.”

The Rockets rarely stopped shooting
against North, and they didn’t miss too
often, They hit 26 of 46 {loar shots (56.5
percent) to 20 of 67 for North (30 per-
cent).

AND YET GLENN, which improved
its averall record to 2-3 and its Western
Lakes Activities Assoclatlon (WLAA)
mark to 2-1, falled to put the Ralders
away when the opportunity presented
Iiself. That has been a problem for the
Rockets, who have led golng into the
fourth quarter "in all five of their
games,

“We showed a ilttle more poise In the
fourth quarter {onight,” said Davis.
They did, but the win stif! didn't come
ecasy.

Glenn constructed a six-point lead
(19-13) after one quarter, but Hyde sub-
stlituted for Jekyll in the Rockets® see-
ond quarter, They took just nine shots
{hitting four} and commiltted 11 turn-
overs, allowlng North, behlnd spectacu-

lar shooting by Paul Wahrman, to tle It
at3l.

Unfortunately for the Raiders, Wahr-
man was the team’s only olfense. He
pumped in 27 points, including 10 in the
sccond quarter and eight in the third.
Rick Anderson had an off night, man-
aging just 11,

Glenn pulled away with 2 10-0 streak
in the third quarter, propelling the
Rockets from a tie to a 47.37 lead, Late
in the quarter, and at the start of the
fourth, Davis went to a stalk to try and
draw North out of its zone defense.

IT DIDN'T WORK. A threc-point
play by Chuck Howard cut Glenn's lead
In half (51-46) with 5:20 left, but the
poor-shootlng Ralders got no closer.

Glenn benefitted from a superb all-
around game by Andy Grazulls, who
scored 1B points and nabbed 13 re-
bounds. He also anchered the defense
and helped bring the ball up against
Nerth's pressure. Steve Hawley
chipped In with 17 points, Tim Wiseley
notched 13 and Greg Bates canned 10.

The Joss was North's second straight,
dropping the Raiders to 3-2 overall and
1-2 In the WLAA. Both teams will be
idle untll the new year.

W.L. CENTRAL 63, FARMINGTON
61, OT: A dramatic comeback went for
naught for the Falcons Friday.

Dawn 10 in the second half, the Fal-
cons battled to tle the game In the late
stages and even had a shot 1o win the
game in regulation, but a iree throw
attempt missed its mark.

Kyle Muiz carned the Falcons an
overtime period wlth a clutch block of
Walled Lake Central's tast shot at-
tempt.

But the Vikings outscored Farming-
ton 8:6 in the overtime to win their
third game in four tries this season.

Farmington (3-2, 1-2 In the Western
Lakes} got 18 points from both Tany
Racka and Mutz, Bruce Kratt added 17.

Daran Edmons scored 24 for Central
and Mike Kohler pumped in 21.

Paul Wahrman (No. 443} fights hiis way through a palr of John Glenn
players in North’s loss Friday. Wahrman scored 27 points to lead
the Raiders.

Hawks stop
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By Chirle McConky
statf writer
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There Is reatly no magle to Farming-
ton Harrison's 5.0 start on the basket-
ball floor this scason.

‘The Hawks play hard and physical —
that's a school tradition. They scrap,
play a menacing zone defense and take
the points any way they can get them.

But there’s a theme that runs
through everything the team does - an
intense motlyating theme that seems to
have been Ingrained Into cach player:
“We refuse to lose.”

All components of the Hawk ma-
chine were on display Thursday night
In a 6247 victory against Western
Lakes Western Divislon foe Northvllle
— which had come into the Harrison
gym riding a three-game win atreak
and were unbeaten in the league.

“To win this game by 15 polnts Is a
tribute to the way these seniors prac-
ticed all of last year,” Harrlson coach
Mike Teachman sald. The Hawks, the
defending Western Lakes champlons,
tost four of thelr five starters from a
year ago and haven't skipped a beat,

“THESE KIDS have learned thelr
lessons well,” Teachman sald, “They
realize that winning takes role players
and extra effort, and they are wllling to
do whatever it takes to win”

The components:

© Scott Bissell. The junlor guard
with a feather-soft touch on his fump
shot got the Hawks off and running

with 11 first-quarter polats. He flnlshed

with 20 on the night.

© The defense. The comblnation of
presses and zones kept Northville away
from the basket most of the game. The
Hawks forced 17 turnovers and limlted
tk'\'c Mustangs to 18 {leld goala In 60
shots.

© Will Lund and Rod Sarcevich. At
6-3 and 6-2 respectively, the two gritty
senlors tock care of the glass for Harri-
son. Lurd pulled down 17 rebounds and

62-47

baskeiball

Sa}'ccvlch 12. Sarcevich also scored 10
nts,

But the maln cog was senlor guard
Ken George. He scored 19, including
seven free throws in the {Inal two mla-
utes to [ce the win. He bhandled the
Northville press well, he dlshed ont
seven assists, many of which leit the
raucous Harrlson crowd ochlng and
ahhing, and he made flve steals.

GEORGE DISPLAYED his mettle in
the third quarter. Harrison had begun
the second half with a 27-18 lead, but
Northville scored the flrst seven polnts
of the third quarter to pull within two
polnts.

For the next four serles, George con-
trolled the gome,

He broke Northville's press and
made a splendid pass to Sarcevich in-
slde for a basket {Sarcevich missed the
subsequent free throw).

Northville's possesslon: George
steals the ball, comes down to the other
end and scores,

Northville's next posseaslon: George
sicals, Lund scores. Northville's apirlt
is deflated. Harrison outscores the
Mustangs 9-2 the rest of the quarter.
And never looks back.

“He does that kind of stulf regular-
1y,” said Teachman, “He does it In prac-
tice. The guy Is a clone of {former Har-
rison All-American) John Miller in the
scnse that he wants to win the game.
And he makes all the players around
him better.”

THE FOURTH quarter wasn't very
pretty. A frustrated Northville team
began getting extra-physical. Harrison,
not exactly a patty-cake group, got in

Pleass turn to Page 2

Snow ball: Softball

By Tom Hendorzon
sttt writer

When the wind is ripping along with
a skin-frecze factor of 25 below, when
the snow is driftlng, the furnaces are
cranking and cars grow old evernight
and die, when winter hits with the fury
of an army storming a beach, it’s time
for some to think of Santa, for others to
plan their trips south, and for others to
play ball.

Play ball? Yes, to the tune of Silver
Bells: “It's softball time in the city.”
Or, rather, townshlp.

The wind was howllng Wednesday
night. Furnaces cranked, cars died and
the bays from Treaton and Southgate
were banglng out the home runs at the
Oasis Golf Dome In Plymouth.

AND A weird game It was. Pop flics
went for home runs, If they didnt go
too high and bounce off the roo! and
into the glove of a waliting ficlder for
an out. Fou! balls caromed off the siop-
Ing side walls and landed either In a
glove for an out or on the ficld of play
for a hit.

“It's sort of Hke wallyball,” said Jeff
Allen of the R.L. Polk tcam from Tay-
lor, referring to a tennis-ltke game
with walls. This is softball with walls,

Batters walked on three balls and
fanned on two strlkes. And the lights —
what there were of them — cast eerle
shadows as they filtered through the
sllky materlal of the air-blown dome.

But, the grass was green, alive de-
spite the frigid tundra surrounding the
dome, and the air was fllled with the

ping of ball against aluminum bat and
the the wonderful chatter of “way to
rip!”, “keep your eyes on the balli”, and,
over and over, “get outta here! GET
OUTTA HERE! YEAHHHHH!!

IT WAS, IN SHORT, softhall. The
drug of softball, i you will. And soft-
baill junkies from throughout Wayne
County — the ones who aren't satisfled
with playing at places like the Canton
Softball Center or Softball City from
April till November — go there to get
thelr {ix, to keep thelr batting eyes
sharp and swings level and their arms
strong.

‘The oncs llke Allen, or hls teammate
at second base, Lonnle Grantham, a
Watled Lake resldent who played on
the varsity bascball team ot Central

before graduating In 1980,

“You got to be a little crazy,” said
Grantham, laughing. “I was telling
somebody: I got it all mixed up. I'm
playing hockey outslde In Ann Arbor
and softball inside. It doesn’t make any
sense. It should be the other way
around, hockey Inside and softball out-
side.”

“We play in the suommer and fall to-
gether, And when the opportunity came
up = onc of the guys at work heard
about it — we signed up,” explained Al-
len, “This is a first for me. It's kind of
nuts, but It's fun,” .

INDOOR SOFTBALL Ls' the braln-
child of Joc Paglino, an cast-sider who
wanted to keep lnvolved In athletles af-
ter belng released by the Chicago

junkies take game i

White Sox in 1984 aftor a couple of
ycars of Class A ball in the minor
leagues.

“By day Pagllno i3 an analyst for
Campbell-Ewald, an advertising agen-
cy. By night, he dees what they said
couldn't be done — run a successful in-
door softball league in Michigan In the
winter,

“1 started four years ago at a golf
dome In Madlson Helghts, We didn't
knaw what to expeet,” sald Paglino, “It
was cven smaller there and 50 dark you
could hardly see. People thought I was
crazy.”

So erazy that the Madlson Heighta
opcratlon was soon booked solld slx
nights a week, So crazy that the golf
dome in Plymouth asked him to start
tcagues there, too. So crazy that In lts
first scason, the deme s booked solid,
too, wlith elght-team leagues golng
from Sunday to Friday, from 8 p.m. tlll
lam.

THEY COME to Plymouth from
Dearborn, Taylor, Llvonla, Canton,
Northvllle, Inkster, Wixom, Walled

Lake, Farmington Hills, Riverview,

NOoors

Detrolt, Southfield, Garden City, West.
land, Ypsllant}, and other polnts north,
south, east and weat.

It doesn't matter that the fences are.
Just 260 feet to left and right and only
240 or 30 Lo center or that the top of the
dome 1Is just 80 feet away. It docsn't
matter that the entry fees are rather
stiff by summertime standards — $260
down per team and an addltlonal $65
per team per game. (You don't have to
heat millions of cublc feet of air In the

summer).

"IUs still cheaper than golng out
bowling,” sald Paglino, who leases the
space from the Qasls Golf Dome. “Be-
sldes, ather places charge for umpires
and balls and parking. We take care of
ceverything here.

“Hey, you're talking about guys
who'll do nnything to swing a bat,” he
sald. “Come March they’re all loose
and ready for the season, They've got a
head start.”

Behind him R.L Polk is wheellng the
bases Lke crary, altermating with
Sauthgate Ford, which does a lot of
wheellng of its own. Final score: 19-16
for Polk. Two more teams are walting
to go. Play ball.
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softball junkie’s dream-come-
{alls, Plonty of teams are sig!
too, . ) -

oused Inside the glant bubble
true:
nlng

3

'Photos by Rick Smit

r e




