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Trips can be exciting a few miles from home

By tris Jones
spoclal writer

Many of you are on vacatlon for the next few
days, through the New Year. Chances are that you
are not flying south to the sun or you would be gone
already, with the rest of the snowblrds, Christmas
is over, and suddenly you have some time on your
hands, Conslder same of the exclting day trips you
can make within a few mlles of bome,

1 you want more than a day trip, you could ask
whether there Ia “room at the inn:" Natlonal Inn [n
Marahall, St. Clalr Inn (g St. Clair, Bay Valley Inn
In Bay Valley, Wheels Inn in Chatham, Ontario.
Make your own llst, Common senso tells us that all
such Inns were booked long ago for the holldnys,
but experience tells me that every ina has last-mia-
ute cancellations. Find out for yourself, Another
thought: many hotels i the metro area aro offering

nal package rates,

1t it’s just a drive and a dincer you want, you
have a lot of cholces. Conwell's Turkey House in
Marshall is certainly In season in December, al-
though [t's in business all year, The marvelous buf-
fet at the Doherty Hotel in Clare [s worth the long
drive, The Zehnder family serves its famous chlick-
en dinners year-round in Frankenmutb, a town that
has a speclal falry-tale look when you can se0 your
breath on a cold day. You could also buy next year's
Christmas decorations at Bronner’s.

MY CROICE for a closer day trip Is Holly. You'll
find old-f Christmas dray

across the restored storcironta of Battle Alley,
cralis people at work in the shops and hot roasted

chestauta for zale from a cart trundied along tho
old brick streets.

Holly ls my cholee because you leave the city and
the cxpressways behind for scencs of red barmns,
huddled biorses and old farmhouses as you npproach
the town. Wonderful old Victorian houses line the
villege streots.

Much of the activity at this tUme of year is
around Battle Alley and the Holly Hotel, both part
of Michigan history. The nlneteenth century rall-
ways brought a rough crowd to this town and Tots of
polsy zaloons to this streel. It was named Battle
Alley after a brawl between local rowdies and
clreus workers in 1880,

Carry Natlon, queen of prohibitlon, put the atrect
into the history books forever when she marched
through Battle Alley in 1908, belting nolsy drinkers
on the head as sho passed and bellowing about de-
mop rum. The Carry Nation Festlval celebrates
that event every September.

Reserve In advance if you can for a meal at the
Holly Hotel, which has becn reatored 1o Its turn-of-
the-century look and hosts many special food-mu-
slc-dance-fun events in addition to the meala served
regularly in the diniog room.

FESTIVITIES AT Green{leld Village and Henry
Ford Museum go on through the new year. The
Christmas World of Aalmals, & scattering of exhib-
ita focused on anlmals, especially the very popular
stuffed bears, goes on through Sunday, Jan., 5.

tn bas been greeting the kids all season, and a
speclal exhlbit called Santa and Friends is on loan
to the museom, You'll find the mintature rooms,
and many figures showing how Santa has changed
through the years, near the Corner Cupboard.

If you always wanted a train set for Christmas,
and dldn't ever get one, don't miss the elaborate
model traln layouts In the transportation sectlon.
Dlfferent train scts will be demonsirated every
hour from 10 a.mo. to 4 p.m. dally.

The Wizard of Oz will be on In the muscum the-
ater Dee. 26 through 31 and Jan. 4 and 11. Yuletide
Evening, through Jan. § (except for New Years
Day) Includes a candlellt dinner, with lots of music,
and a wagon for a alelgh ride tour of the village;
$24 per person for the evening.

If you don't mind bundling up agalnst the cold, it
would be fun to ride the horse-and-carriage or the
slelgh through Greenfield Viitage, wbere many of
the bouses have been decorated for the season, In-
door activities are also plentiful,

They docorations in the George Matthew
Adams Blrthplace, winter hats and bonnets in
Cohen Millinery, bandmade gifts In the Sarah Jor-
dan Boardlp,

ouse,
Christmaa I3 celebrated In several places. A typl-
d Christmas,
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Two popular wintos attractions within
aasy driving distance of the Delrolt srea
are Batile Alloy (top) In picturesque Hol-
Iy and the Forge (right), the blackemith
shop at popular Greentield Village.

You can also celcbrate Christmas in rural Eng-
land, seventeenth-century style, in the Noah Web-
ster House. Some of the bulldings in the villago aro
closed: 1.c. the Wright Cycle Shop. “it's a slow sea-
son for the bicycle buslness so the brothera are off
to Kitty Hawk.”

Other poaslbillties: A Christmas Carol will be on
at Theater in through
Dec. 29; the Detrolt Symphony Orchestra will per-
form the Nuteracker Sulte at Henry and Edsel Ford
Auditorlum in Detrolt three times a day through

- Dec.3l, .
7 Ifnone of these 1deas appesls to you, go to one of

our great metroparks and join the kids sllding down
the hllls,
Happy Near Year,

- % :n{j 1760's Xwa A Chs Is‘ when no real
Visitors aro greoted b oliday celebrations place, [s shown In the
snowman at 8ronner's in Frankenmuth ggfcu““ Saltbox House. There's 1850' southern
gan tavern Mfo in scasopal awing at Eagle
where you can find just about _any Tavern. Christmas celebrations on an 1880°s rural
Chrisimas decoration. Bronnar'a fs a farm are demonstrated in the newest additlon to
ma]or tourlst atttraciion the year-round. the villege, Firestone Farm.
Ski club is for members only
Those ski enthusiasts who want to take advan-
tage of the slopes at the Otsego Skl Club will have
to become members., -
That's the word from Otsego general manager
Richard Weber, Weber called to remind us that we correc"on
were Incorrect In our story of Dec. 19 that sald that
e 5o Skl Club is open to the public during the 4014 contact the club at Box 556, Gaylord, Mich,
g - 49735,
The club, founded In 1938, has malintalned a pri- ‘The club has 140 guest rooms, 17 downhlll slopes,
vate membershlp roster since that time. Those  four chairlifts, two tow ropes and a groomed cross
wishing to make Inquiries about membershlp  country ski trail,
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