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“The Color Purple’ will make your hearthi-hlgi

P
Two dovoted sisters are kopt apart in *Tho Color Pur-
plo.” Akosua Busia (loft) is Nettio, Danny Glover Is Mis-
ter, and Desrota Jackeon Is Colle es a young girl,

Evceryone s raving about “The Col-
or Purple” (PG-13) and for good rea-
son, Tt is a superb film that will stlr
— and sadden =~ you while it rekin-
dles your bellet in Jove and your falth
In the strength of the human spirit.

Based on Allce Walker's Pulltzer-
Prlze-winning work, “The Color Pur-
ple” is unusual In its frank deplcilon
of the black experlence in America,
somethlng network televlsion ignores.
For most vlewers then, this pleture of
another kind of black slavery, by
blacks, will provide unusual Insight.

Most of us have a stereotypical,
narrow view of black llfe in America,
based on “Roots” and s sequels, plus
“The Jelfersons™ and numerous other
fictional portrayals of southern
blacks oppressed by blgoted whites
after Reconstruction.

It Is a lesser-known fact that south-
ern blacks held property, even black
slaves, and subjected their own to
other kinds of slayery. In the case of
“The Color Purple,” the oppression is
of black women by thelr men.

ULTIMATELY that oppresslon
shames and degrades the black men
whao have power by virtue of econom-
ic clrcumstance. It is to the film's
great gredit that we know those men
understand thelr sins before the film's

story gnds. -

Celle (played by Whoopt Goldberg,
with Desreta Jackson as Young Celle)
Is closely and affectionately bound to
her younger sister, Neille (Akosua
Busta), Her Pa (Leonard Jacksen) fa-
thers her two children which are tak-
en from her at birth, Pa then-*gives”
her to Me. Albert (Danny Glover), a
young widower with chlldren.

Mr. Albert, who is known pejora.
tively as “Mister,” carns Celic’s dls-
dain for hls abuse and shamefu! treat-
ment, which relegates her to slavery.
Worse, he desirey her alster, Nettle.
When Netile refuses his advances,
Mister drives her away, deprlving
Celie of her one Joy In )lfe — compan-
ionship with a kindred splrit.

Thus oppressed and repressed, Cel-
le survlves even the final Indlgnity.
Mister brings home his old love, sing-
er Shug Avery (Margaret Avery). The
singer is the daughter of the Preacher
{John Patton, Jr.}, who wlll not speak
to his daughter because of her unmar-
ried, sinful e singlng in the juke-
Joints.

Although Shug Is damaged psycho-
logically by hier father’s rejection, she
has Mister completely under her
thumb. He, who (s 50 abusive of Celie,
Is himself a slave to Shug's every
whim and wile.

Dan
Greenberg

2l the movies

UNDER SHUG'S tute)age, Celle be-
glns to assert her long-repressed fem-
ininity and indlviduality, Together
they explore life, and Mister's house,
where ultimately they dlscaver Net-
tie's letters, which Mistey with unpar-
alleled depravity has hidden from
Celie for many years.

*The Color Purple” Is magnlficlent
In all regards — actlng, directing,
staging, music and photography. For
nearly three hours, Its 40-year span of
southern black history In the first half
of this eentury holds audlences spell-
bound,

From a directorial point of view,
the film is a departure frotn the od-
venture fantasles with which Spiel-
berg Is associated, But If there was
any question as to his abllity to siage
and direct magnlficent . cellulold
moments, this {llm dispels at doubt,

-The performances Spiclberg cliclts
from an extremely talented cast

touch the hardest ¢¢ hearts with a
tenderness and strength of spirit that
13 beautiful to comprehend.

Goldberg matures over the 40-year
apan, growlng from a f{rightened,
abused girl to a woman of splrit and
senslitivity, In ltsell a performance
worth the whole show.

There are far too many cxcellent
performances for the space here als
lowed. Margaret Avery's juke-jolnt
singer; Danny Glover'a abusive Mls-
ter Albert, and Oprah Winfrey, as his
daughter-in-law who runs afoul of the
white establishment, combine with
many other characterlzations In a
marvelous display of ensemble acting
and individual performance.

Quincy Jones' musle, from juke-
Joint to gospel, and the touchingly soft
and evocatlve clnematography of Al
len Daviau round out an absolutely
magnificent movie.
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, Oakland University campus in Rochester Hills, The
: Gothie thriller s better known to classle movie

© 'ANGEL STREET'
Meadow Brook Theate will open a four-week run
of “Ange) Street” at 8 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 2, on the

buffs as “Gaslight.” Bethany Carpenter plays the

terror-filled wife. George Gitto portrays the diabol- time.

~ical husband who conspires to drive his wealthy

bride mad, For ticket information call 377-3300,

Include Joan Reddy, Dianne Fvans, Paul Hoffmas.
ter, John Schmidt, Vince Dunn, Judy Gray, Art
Underwood and Jerry McKeon. Tickets at $5 for
adults, $4 for students are available at the door.
Reservations are recommended; call 644-2075 any-

&

ATAINMENY QUID

WO AND

@ 'HARVEY' COMING

The Birmingham Village Players will present
"Harvey” Friday, Jan. 31; Saturday-Sunday, Feb. 1-
2, and Friday-Saturday, Feb. 7-8. Curtain tlme is
8:30 p.m. except for Sunday matince at 2 p.m. only.
A comedy classic by Mary Chase, “Harvey” (s the
story of Elwood Dowd and his imaginary rabblt
friend. Gene Ewald stars as Elwood P. Dowd. Ap-
pearing with Ewald will be his wife, Jo, and his
daughter, Amy Duchesncau. Olher cast members
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2 GALANEW YEAR'SEVE
BIGBAND adBLACK TIE*

Plen your evening tha way you ke It Enjoy the ively
Kingsley Inn complx of diaing roome, bar, party
100ma and luxury hotef, idaal for celebrating.

Dancing 10 & $3-pieco Big Dand In the fanrcom
No cover .
* Suporb dining * Plana bar % Party Favors.

* Live satertalamont In throe rooms.
* Yeoar's Eve holel

ORE

Kimono Oriental Spa

QRAKD OPENING . \\]

ALL GRIENTAL STAFF
*SAUNA *MASSAGE

*SHOWER  »WHIRLPOOL
,JACUZZ]  +STEAM ROOM

24448 Telrgraoh RS, » Southficid, ML 43075 # 3541023
(South of 10 Mile Acroes froe McDooald's)

-
FREE LUNCH OR DINNER w/ {
W, Bl

packege. .
* Black tis optional, of cOurse.

! WOODWARD AT LONG LAXE ROAD + BLOOMMBD HRLS

Alas

Breakfast,

Fr

Featuring Polita FROG LEGS *7.91 por person
Monday & Tuesday nights
Comploto dinner - All you can eat}
BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE FOR MEETINGS

AND HOLIDAY PARTIES

Join s at the

; Sgo” =2 = ==
N&w YEARY BVE -
3 Ways to Enjoy the Holidays -

D:30... 102 Serior Citizern Discount

730 P&-Pad‘yD/}me/‘ ‘

1000 Dinner, Purty, & Dancing

(10:00 SEATWG INCLUDES PARTY FAVORS AND Ve Bami of CUAMPSNE PER, COURLE )
B10 R Prrson Depasit ire Adburce Regesired

— ROMAN TERRACE —
Northeast Comer of 12 Mile &.Orchard Lake
Fhrminpton Holo, Mi 5514094

oo, Purchaso of another entres g RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED 644-1400
Cocationwnty (o0 not ncludo Fian, Chickon, Veal, §
' EXP(RES JAN. 6 » DINE-IN ONLY 1
L - - TRENE'SALOP
. ) AGwed Ooi it
) 33135 AUDURN ROAD
b Beeween Adams & Opdyke Rds,
W 852-3410
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NEW YEAR

Oakland County’s Newest
and Most Unique Night Spot

“CITY LIGHTS”
JOEY VAN

Back to Michigan alter a successful slay in Los
Angelea wilh a cast of Impressionista, Magictan
Entertainors and Dance Productions that
broke all records in Palm Springa.

Evening includes Dinner, Dancing, Show,
Favors, Champagne and Continental

Call 334-9400 for information
Show times Wed. & Thurs., 8 p.m.
iday & Sat. 9 p.m,

GALA

AT '
LAFAYETTE

Presenting

Vegas Styls Production
Starring

“dl’u-l:'nﬂrhlhl&'\’ﬂl PANTY 1 - GRAND KALLROOM GALA .
anbics e dag JATT L COAD EAIROM A,
u(l’\muﬂmm‘cm Trtws i Otaae - 3yt of Chamygar, Divase Dom ¥y Jory Vam,
Ot v Dy hfwedd LN 3 C00m Wy POphuar Orowed, Hlacs &
o) off wilh the roriance of Favorst. .
& kbss nt midnight Py T e OO ACCOMMOOATIONS
ANeM comenberttt | Boke i e oo v ko
Over N et D8 iy ¥ e ol st o S e o« VLT ikt
drive home after the ty PARTY 3+ HURLEY'S 141 GALA KXW YRAR'S
spend the ght with us, We're FOUgwE e 100 » Couh Bhav, D Porigunt Tomst o4 LCbulaMe,
offeriag gonerous dscounts on Qui Hast o Butlel 4113 M by Dot 7wy Tevoe,
PBort mim i cxciing | TR S T A SRR
evening with s, Divack Trse. Chmpngn Toas i Midalght sad Paty Pavors vk
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RTHFIELD 1ILTON
Crooks Rd. @ 175, Troy, MI

a0

Call for reservall

tuday! 6792100

Your Place or QOurs
Anywhere, anytime, any occasion.
From the moderate to the exquisite,
we cater to your particular needs, We
prepare, deliver and set-up,

Carry out service - Holiday Trays

Kingsley
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THE ULTIMATE
EVENING

Experience Excttenent
with Style

at the Benchmark

| 164078 Hii

Our new, elegant decor serves as a dramatic setting
Jor superb continental cuisine, fine wines, and
impeccable service. The plano music is soft. '
The china, crystal and stlver will sbimmer.
Cocktasl and dinner service available Monday tbru
Saturday beginning at 5 PM,

For reservations call 596500, ~
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I l:. a speclal bld:g Jor very spe;‘ku beople.




